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d for The. Ballard at the 
1 Little Brita, 


pny, AMerted and INufttated, to be the 
uireft, and fafeft means, for Arts Triumph 
Natures Infirmities, Being a full and: free 
very of the Medicinal Myfterys, ftudionfly 
ncealed by all Artifts, and only. difcoverable by 
>. With an Appendix concerning the Nature, 
Preparation and Vertue of feveral Specifick Me- 
aments, which are Noble ahd Succedaneous to 
great Arcana, by George Starkey. Who is a 
lofopher by Fire. Be ee 
bymicus Rationalis, or the Fundamental Grounds — 
the Chymical Art: Rationally ftated and de- 
mftrated by various examples in Diftillation; 
eétification and Exaltation of Vinous Spirits, Tine. 
dures, Oyls, Salts, Powers, Oleofums3 in fuch 
@ Method as to retain the fpecifick Vertue of 
acrets in the greateft Power and Force, In all 
ich, the Chymical Doétrines, are illuftrate up- | 
manew Hypothefs or (pagirick Courle, compofed 
greeable to Praétical Philofophy, for Myfterys. 
teated of by Cartes, Starkey, Sylvius, Glauber, 


Mw 


A Treatife of Lishotoihy, or of the extraétion of 
€ Stone out of the Bladder : Written in French 


harity at Paris, Tranflated into Engifh by ¥: 
vel, illuftrated with feveral Cuts. Je “ 4 


es : ” 
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ufaétures of all Colours 5. for the Culture «0 


The Chriftian’s Pattern A Or a Divine Treatifee 


Originally in, Latin by Thomas 4 Kempis, abovec 
200 Years fince, With a Preface 3 Containing arn 
' Account, of the. Worth and Ufefulnefs of thiss 
Treatife. Some Direétions for the better Read-+- 
ing of this or anyother Spiritual Book; andi 
for the Attainment of Divine Knowledge. Witht 
Sculptures. 


|  Zrifertes Sagant, — 


| Immortal Diffolvent. 
: “REINO. 


{A Brief but Candid Difcourfé of the Mat- 

| ter and Manner of preparing the Liquor 

- Alkaheft of Helmont, the great Hilech of 

 Paracelfus, the Sal Circulatum Minus of 
Ludovicus de Comit : or our Fiery Spirit 
of the Four Elements. 


; TOGETHER 7625 

| With its Ufe in Preparing Magifteries, Arcana’s 
Adepts from the Animal, Vegitable or Mineral 
Kingdom. | | 


By C leidophorus: Myflagogus. 
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(| 2- Maccab. cb. 1. v, 1g. to the 23. The Fire of the 
| Altar turned inte thick Water. ! 
42 Elir: ‘ch 14, v. 39. And beboid be reached me 
| 4 full Cup, which was full as it were with Water, but 
the Colour was like Fire, | 
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READER, 


Arious have been the Opinions 
| (Courteous Reader) concerning the .. 
| Bafis and Foundation of this ge- 


¥ neval Diffolvent, commonly known 
by the name of the Liquor Alkaheft; fome 
Imagining it to be Mercury Prepared, others, 
_ that ’tis in Urine, Blood and the like’, which 
_ bas been the reafon of fo many and dificult 
Labours made ufe of, and all in vain : for 
that the Liquor remaines at this day as great 
a Secret in the World as ever, and ’tis like 
fo to Continne, while Chymical Authors de- 
liver the Subjed in fuch Tropes and Meta- 
 phors, which horrible and Inextricable La- 
byrinth the young Tyro’s are fo entangled in, 
that it muft be by more than an ordinary Pro- 


ate that he can be difentangled and fet 
ree. 


A 2 On 


= 6 SAM EDUtle: , 
Ou this Account it may be properly faid, 
that thefe Chymical Writers had as good -to 
have been filent ; nay *twowd have bzen bet- 
ter; for then fo many would not have enga- 


ged in a fearch, where fo little likelyhood of ob- 


taining was feen whereby a great deal of Pre- 


cious Lime and Money might have been fav- 


ed, and that Perplexity of mind which fol- 


lows vain Chymical Proceffes might have 


. been Prevented, for this Reafon it is but 


juft in Authors 21 all their di/courjes, tend- 
ing to the InftruGion of others, to dire to 
that Subje# which is the true Objed of that - 
difcourfe ; and tho’ Imuft acknowledge that 
tis not fit to be delivered or difclofed: fo 
plainly, as that every Hog may come to the 
Honey Pot, yet I fay that it might be Cloath- 
ed with fuch a decent habit, as to preferve 
it Abftviife enough, yet by this a certain and 
harmonious Concord to be feen ; as for Ex- 
ample, the Obje® of this difcourfe ts the Al- 
kaheft ; Man and all Creatures have it, for 
there is no Being in Nature, that is rightly 
and genuinly diffolved, but what may proper- 
ly and truly be faid to be done by this Li. 
quot; but particularly in Man after a more 
evident manner in all Chylifications what 
ever, but in this AZ Man fucks the Quintef. 
fence of, all things fo diffolued for bis own: 
Nutrition, and being Tranfmuted into Hu- 
man Species, the Recrements are caf off by 
) the 


tothe Reader, 
the common EmunGories, far move grofe and 
— dnparfell, than the Species themfelves were 
in their firfl Reception, confequently they are 
Mo fit oljeE to ground the difcourfe of fo 


pure and Immortal a diffclvent on’; nor in- 


deed Man himfelf, tho we grant, that it is 
— plentifully in him, but tis that Salt or Life 

in ‘him which Concentrates all other Salts 
in bis own Effence, asa Cotholich Fountain 
for all the Rivulets to be fipplied from: fo 

that there is no taking of it from him but 
by a violent breaking of the Glafs and a 
Tranfplanting of the Fountain back again to 

* that Inexbanftible Ocean from whence it 
jrft received its being, therefore Man can’t 
be the ObjeE of any difcourfe, appertaining 
__ to demonfirate the Subjed of this Diffolvent ; 
for the pure in him, as all ready faid, can- 
not be obtained without Death, which js 
abominable, even to think on; but if it 
were obtain’d it would not anfwer the end : 
for what is fuficient to diffolue in the V: egen 

_ table Kingdom is too weak for the Animal ; 
and that. which is firong enough in the Ani - 
malis too weak far Minerals , therefore feek 
at im that and from that, which is the Foun» 
tain, that fupplyes all Creatures and beings 
with it ; for bad it not a Source, Nature 

_ would foon ceafe, for as fhe exbaufteth by 
the Acts of motion and Agitation of Parts. 


in 


. An Epiftle “ae 
zn Generation, fo is fhe on the other band 
Immediately Supplyed, nct only im the Great 
World, but alfo in every Individual Pare 
where Life is; Receiving the Jame through 
the Air, as the true V ebicle, confequently this 
Catholick Fountain is the Right objed to 
ground this difcourfe on, as the true Subjed of 
the faid diffolving Liquor , this 2s a ftand- 
ang Truth, ‘twas Truth in the beginning, and — 
will remain fo to the end of Time : the Rea- 
fon and Phifophy of it I can by Mecha- 
nicol Demonfiration make clear to a Perfon 
worthy of fuch Infpeion : therefore throw- 
ing by all Clouds, Dark Vails and Meta- 
phors, / genuinly declare, that the matter 
of this Diffolvent is one and the fame in 
Effence with that Matter from whence all 
the wife Antients obtained the Univerfal 
Medicine one being the Work of Art, the 
other Nature; one gentle, the other violent : 
fo that by the difference of Operation they 
ave brought to different Effeds: 


Now therefore the SubjeG of this difcourfe 
being the Liquor Alkaheft, the Objet muff 
be the Univerfal Spirit ; for "tis from this 
grand Fountain of Nature that our Chaos 
doth proceed, therefore thrice happy is he, 
that ‘knows thofe Magnets, that <Attra€ 
aid make a fpccies of this general Genus : 


for 


to the Reader. 
for be affured that there. i, Something more 
than Elements in-all Created Beings, even 


an “ek and Quinteffential ‘Spirit, | We 


which is the very Life -of the: Element. - 
themfelves ;. which being taken appears in 
Maft, Vapor or Waters even that out of which 
_ the Antients /zy all things were Generated : 
Out the right Knowledge of this Matter is 
Sufictently abftrufe, and the Operation there- 
on yet more abftrufe; for I with many others 
know by experience, that the Matter may be 
known and many doe know it, yet are wholly 
to feck in the matter and Modus of Operat- 
ing thereon; and what ever Some Foppifh 
Conceited ones may think, viz. that if they 
bad the Knowledge of the true matter all dif- 
fieulty is over 5 this may prove a grand Mj- 
flake; for I have bee Intimately Acquaint- 
ed with fome, that have had a true knowledge 
of the matter, and have wrought thereon 5 
‘yet to the day of their death have been to 
Seck of the Magif crys : 


Thefe Dificulties have been thofe fbarp 

Stones, that have binderd my Legal Pro. 
Srefion in Twenty Tears Travels towards the 
Mount Helicon of: Art; fo that my Labour 
Of Body bas been excefive, and that of the ming 
much more ; I have paffed through the drought 
and Scorching heat of the Day, and alfo 

: ee through. 


‘Wf 


Am Eprftle ) 
through.the cold- and \ Chilling Frofts-of ‘the 
| Night through o Multitude of wants and di- 
ficulties, even often to the hazard of Eifeit 
“felf s how eafy Joever fuch, as aforefazd, may 
think it I have bad sto other door to come: 
in at, but bard Labour; and: great Expence, 
for Coals and Glaffes have been my Interpreters, 
‘and {ball be fo to every true Son of Art to the 
end of times fo that ‘for Confcience-fake Pll 
write the Truth, as well knowing, that there: 
are already too many Sophiftical and falfePro-. 
ceffes in the world, mbich will not bear the: 
Touch-ftone of Experience , but vanifhes like: 
a Reprobate Metal upon the Tes « iN 


But paffing by all this, and much more that: 
might be fad of the like Nature, 1 foall! 
now addre[s my, felf to the defirers.of Wefdom,, 
and let them know, that I have, asin a Glafs,, 
fhewed them the true matter, as alfothe true: 
manner, from which and. by which this Dif-. 
folvent is to be obtained; L fhall now come to) 
[peak concerning its Ufe, and Utility when ob-. 
taimad whichwill abundantly reward the Poffeffor 

‘fow all bis Cofts and Panes beftowed about it's: 
for. as it bath been deliver’d, that the Subjed 
of this Menfruum is Univerfal, fo: ave the Ads: 
of it the fame when prepared, which ‘plainly, 
demonftrates fromwhat Fountam it met . 

if : : YAYIG 79 


to the Reader. : 


This: Liquor, as\ an Univerfal Fire, dif 
olves wid opens the Textures of all Beings, in” 
the Vegetable Animal and Mineral. Kingdoms, 
into their next neaveft Matter, which is Sa- 
line, Sulphureous, Aqueous, and Potable, dif- 
fifioe in any Liquor, and fo comes Immedi- 
ately to Natures Relief, and by the Specifich 
Vivtie mamfpéfted from Power into Ad, Di- 
Seafes, tho” never fo deplorable, may be over- 
come and Cut down, as Grafs or Weeds with 
a Scythe inthe band of a Mower’, efpecially 
by thofe of the Mineral Kingdom, which may 
be juftly efteemed the Phyfctans. Crown ‘and 
Philofophers Diadem: This'is the Liquors 
Virtne’in General : but. in Particular, as it 
Oniverfally’ AXs without Limitation on ell 
Subjets in the World, fo in this Aion there 
is fomethbing remarkable to be obferved in e- 
very Subjed s for it Fixes Volatile Spirits, and 
Volatizes' Fixed ones, it makes Salts Sulphn- 
reous, and Sulpburs Saline, nay it Macerates 
- the Gummofities of Relnons and Gummy things, 
which the Ferment of our Stomacks could ne- 
vér do; for it being diffilled from Ambet and 
‘Turpentine leavesthem in a Salt of excellent 
| Virtue: from the latter I have obferved it 
~ alinoft as fireet as Honey, and a powerful Spe- 
. eifick in the Stone; therefore by the help of 
this Liquor or Fire a few Medicines being 
3 (a2) pre- 
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prepared will Anfwer in deplorable Cafes all 
that the Patient can hope fors and the true 
Phyfician. expe to. Perform: for Inftance’ 
Turpentine, /o diffolved, or the Stone Ludus, . 
Iufallibly, Cures the Stone. in the Bladder ; 
Amber aad Hellebore Ajfleric Fits, Hypo-. 
condriack Melancholy and Madne/s ; Cinamon 
Unicorn’s horn.and the Liver of an Eel, for 
the {needy delivery of Women in Childbirth; 
the Sulpber of Venus is an Univerfal Ne- 
penthes, without. Opium, in all difeafes: the. 
Lilly of Antimony for Dropfes and all A- 
guess the Magiftery of Gold for Malignant: 
Fevers, Pefilential, Palfies and Plagues: as 
al/o the glorified Sulphur of the Metallus 
Mafculus, by. Paracel{us called Vinum Vite. 
and Membrorum Effentia, which alfo.cures 
Conjwmptions , fixt Mercury .or -the.Ar- 
. Canum Coralinum and Horizontal Gold 
in Leprofies, Gout, Palfy, Epilepfy,.. Cancers 
Wolves, Scorbute, Kings evil, all Sorts.of the 
Venereal Difeafe without Salivation..or de- 
taining the Patient from bufine/s: °twould. be 
too long to enumerate all thofe Medicines 
prepared by this Fire or Liquor, therefore 
let thefe Sufice, and the veward that may 
accrem here from, becaufe by this way of. 
Pradife, the Phyfitian may juftly and °Con- 
Scientioufly gain honour and Riches, and the 
Fatients be freed from all thofe cruel Bar- 

RS bar- 


to the Reader. 
bavities, which are the Adcequate Parts of . . 
Common Prattife, as if the Pain and Ter- . 
ror of Death. were not enough, but there . 
muft be. an’ additional Cruelty viz. of Blifter- 
ing, which to fome may exceed the former. — 


__ Lhus having. given yon a frort Scheme of 
the Rife,Preparation and Ufe of this Liquor, I 
fhall Conclude this Preface in Confideration 
of a.Perfom rightly qualified for the Pof- 
Sefton hereof > the firh and. .moft neceffary. 
Qualificationis to be rightly Informed. in’ 
Religious things fo.asto know God for them- - 
Selves favingly, by pafing through the Holy 
iver of Regeneration, for to walk in the 
newnels of the Spirit, which Divine gift of 
the foly. Ghoft enables every true €hriftian 
to walk with that Circumfpeion, as to be 
acceptable in the fight of God,to fitch it is 
@ fure Guide and fafe Condu@ir in this 
World towards the defred Haven of ref; it 
zs alfo to them a mouth and Wifdom, and 
that by which their Tongues are Bridled and 
the whole Man fealed to the Day of bis 
Redemption, giving an earneft of the Eternal 
Inheritance, and afterward a full Poffefion, 
when our Mortal fhall put on Immortality , 
‘this being the Fountain, all others that are 
true, flow as Rivulets from it,and fo give a 
right Qualification for the Knowledge of Na- 
; ture 
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ture and Natural things, as alfo a\Conftancy 
of mind to work upon the one thing alone, 
and an Induftrious band to effet the fame, . 
bere a Blefing and fucce[s may be hoped ‘for, 
and thofe Incredible Rewards to all fuch as 


wander in the Circumference, and have ne- 


ver been admitted to the Center. of ‘things:; 
but to the Vigilant bidden things; even thofe 
bid from the foundation of the World, fhall 
be veveal’d vand:that'this may bes the Por- 
tion of every true Laborer in Artis the: 
fincere: Defires of him, who wifhes the Gene- 
ral‘Profpevity of Mankind every way: 


“€leidophorus. Myftagogus, 
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‘Concerning the miftake of thofe who have 
fought this Liquor in wrong SubjeGs and 
by wrong Ways, | 


} 
sh 5 


T isa Saying worthy of Obfervation, that the - 
v Induftrious Hand makes Rich {0 is it in all 
manner of Trades and Convers in the World; 

fo is it in Art; but this Induftry muft be upon 
*a1ightPoundation, and, inthe Chymical Art, from | 
a Fore-knowledge of Adequate Caufes s unto which 
_ it is impoffible to attain without we are enlightened 
by that Wifdom, which comes from above, as a 
Ray fromthe Holy Heavens and Throne of the Di- 
vine Glory; for ’tis fhe, that muft Condu@ us in 
all our Labours to make them Acceptable to the. 
Great God; well therefore might the wife Man 
_efteem of her before Riches, and Prize Underftand- 
ing above the Merchandize of Silver, Gold, and 
“Precious Stones, becaufe fhe is the true Conductor 
- fo the ways of Peace and Pleafantnefss; nay even 
tothat Tree of Life, where Subftance is to be In- 

_ herited : For that fhe opens the Door of Entrance 
to all Myfteries Divine and Naturals and confe- 
8 quently 
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quently without herMen grope,as it were,in the dark; 


even as a Blind Man does at Noon-day 3 for Nature 
God’s Hand-maid was Greated by him, and #06 fays, 
that God by his Spirit has garnifh’d the Heavens,his 
Hand has formed the crooked Serpent 3 and tho" 
there is a Spirit in Man, yet “tis the Infpiration of 
the Almighty that gives Underftanding, whence we 
may readily Conceive, that Human Reafon is too 
fhort to Comprehend the Dignity of any true My- 
fiery without the Aid of God’s Spirit. 

This great Defeé is too evidently apparent from 


the deplorable Gafe of the Chymical Searchers, con- — 


cerning the Subje& Matter of this Difcourfe; fee- 
ing they know not where to ground or fix their In- 
tenfions in the choice of a proper Subje&, but frames 
each to himfelf a different Bafis, and fo make an 
Innumerable Number of Errors concerning the 
fame : This Immaginary Matter, which Phanfy on- 
ly has given Birth to, they defend with all theea. 
gernefs imaginable, concluding it to be the Genu- 
ine Offspring of Truth; when, alas! ’tis but a 
Baftard Brat of their own wandring Imaginations and 
ungrounded Thoughts; as inthe Conclufion proves 
too Evidert: This is an Abfurdity fo great, fo 
cotrimon, that amongft the many Pretenders, I have 
never met with more than three that have efcaped 


it: How then can it poffibly be expeéted, that. 


fuch fhould'ever Arrive at the wifhed for Haven of 


Reft, when Ignorant both of the way and means 


by which they muft come thither ; for the Door of | 


Entrance muft not only be known, but alfo the Key’ 
which opens the fame, without which they may ne-. 


ver expe& Admittance into Nature’s Treafury <\ 
Therefore confequently muft ftill remain in the hor- » 


‘rible Miftof Errors 5 the moft principal that have : 
ceme Athwart méeI fhall here lay down and reckon | 


up for Convincing of the Giddy Headed and Rath 


Searcher, but more Principally for the Edifying and » 


Building up of a Son of Art. 


i” 


oe 
ae (32) we 
-. ¥-fhall begin firft with an Error, which is almoft 
 ‘Wniverfally received, viz. that Mercury Vulgar is 
_ the Foundation or Bafis of this Liquor; this is an 
Error that the Authors of fome Expofitors are. guile 
ty of, which the Ignorant Searcher has not been a» 
ware of, but hath gone to work as confidently on 
- Mercury for the obtaining of the Liquor A/kaheft, 
as others have done for the making the Mercury 
_ of the Philofophers, by feveral and various Prepa- 
rations, as endeavouring to break its Body by Spit- 
tle, May Dew, Vinegar, and fuch like foppifh Pro- 
ceedings: alfo by Sublimation with Salts, and Di- 
ftillation, and other fuch like Operations, endea- 
-vouring tomake it ruitp, delig. to obtain an Airy 
and Univerfal Nature and ‘radical diffolution, even 
_ that they call the Magnetic Salt, or Foliated Earth, 
and Mercurial Chalybss but all in vaing for that 
' Mercury fo prepared is ftill all one with common 
' Mercury: And fo likewife is that, prepared by Re- 
gulus of Antimony, Silver, &c. for Vulgar Mercury 
js unripe Fruit fallen too foon from the Tree, there- 
_ fore it muft return to’ its Firft Fountain, or Catho- 
lick Mercury to be diffolved its felf ; confequently is 
not theSubje& of this Liquor 3 for the Philofophers 
Introduce Fire, not Water, into Mercury, to make 
her Medicinal, both in the Particular, and alfo in 
the Generals by which ‘tis brought to be for ever 
- Irreducible to Mercury. | 
Another Error is in thofe, who feek for this Dif 
folyent in Dew and Rain Water, not confidering, 
that this was defigned only as Nourifhment for the 
Vegetables, having but fuch a Portion of the Uni- 
- -verfal Fire in it, as might ferve to difolve the Salt 
Nitre of the Earth, and then the Vegetable 
- Seed-in order to a new Produétion ; this Fire or 
_ diffolver being far remifs to that of Animals, asthat 
“of Animals is to Minerals, cannot be the Philo- 
“fophers Subje& of this Diffolvent, for Life would 
be too fhort to extra& it. | 
EB 2 Ano= 
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Another Error is that many allow the Matter to be: 
Univerfal, but is drawn by certain Magical Magnets | 
at {ele& times in the Year; but this isa grand Er-: 
ror, for the Matter is to be found Plentifully at all| 
Seafons of the Year, efpecially in fuch places, asi: 
are moftly enriched by Mineral Fumes, and the 
manner of its Attraétion is rather for the Neceffity | 
of Human Life, than any Point in Arts fo that the 
Artift muftnot be too curious in endeavouring to 
perform that which Nature hath already done to 
his Hand. . 


Another Error is in thofe that feek for this Dit. 


folvent by attraéting the Air with Alkalizated Salts, 
as Tartar, ©c. not confidering, that all Alkalizated 


Salts do only attraét'a: Saline Aquofity, which by. 


often Cohobations. may be turned wholly intoan E- 
lementary Water, whereas the true Philofopher -(as 
already faid) does by his Magnets attraét a Fire, - 
nay a Fiery Spirit ftronger than any Fire in the 
_ World: ’tis true Alkalizated Salts are noble Sub- 
jects, and defervedly claim Preheminency, being 
Contradiftin® to all Acids, and therefore make a 
Diffolvent next to the great Liquors but thefe can 


never be Volatized without the Univerfal Medium, - 


or Philofophers Diploma, together with Effentia} 
Oyls and Vinous Spirits, and being {0 Volatilized, 
they become noble Spirits, yet do notwithftanding 
{pend their Virtue in Diffolving Bodies, and Coa- 


gulate upon them into a Salt, retaining their Vola- — 


tility ; fo that confequently thefe are excluded 
from being the Subjet of this Jmmortad Diffol- 
vent, | 
Another Error is in feeking for the Matter of this 
Liquor in the Animal Kingdom, viz. in Man > and 
indeed a greater in thofe, who aflume to teach o- 
thers, by their Affertions, that itisthere; but ha- 
ving already deteéted fuch Writers (in the Preface) 
and alfo clearly fhewn, that from Man, the Sub- 
yet Matter of this Liquor can never be attained, al- 
tho’ I know that this my Affertion does much 
| thwart 


a 


om Cy) 
“thwart the general received Opinion, that Urine is 
the Bafis, and that Vax Helmont, Philaiethes, Starkey, 
~ &c. have in their Writings aflerted the fame, fo 
~ that I do Contradiét the Teftimony of thefe Wor- 
thies : Inftance Helmont, where he {peaks of the 
- diffolution of the Stone Ludus, feems to Affert that 
“it is performed by a Second drawn from Urine: 
And Philalethes, in his Treatife extant, has ground- 
ed the Bafis of the Immortal Diffolvent on Urine 
and Blood ; and George Starkey in his Treatife of this 
~ Liquor feems to ground the Bafis thereof on Urine ; 
nay, an Intimate Acquaintance of his did affirm the. 
_vety Procefs tome, which he made ufe of, v/z. the 
Urine of found Men, unfermented, which, as foon 
-asit was made, was by Evaporation brought toa 
_Confiftence, in order to unite the two Salts, Volatile 
and Fixed, and fo by Diftillation and Cohobation 
tillthe whole was brought over, and then being di- 
gefted’ and deflegmed the Alkahef# is prepared. 
Dr. Bacon was, as I have been told, much of this 
Opinions; but all thefe are fhort of Underftanding 
the Truth of the Subjeét, or of the Authors before 
mentioned ; for itis eafy to. be collected from Zel- 
mont, Philaletbes, &c. that they never depended 
upon Human Urine as the Subjeét of this Jmmor- 
tal Diffolvent ; for then they would not have dire&ted 
you tothe Chaos of the Ancientss as the true Sub- 
ject, defcribing it Figuratively, and Analogizing 
it with Mans  becaufe Man Subfifts by and from 
the Univerfal Spirit, which is the true Subjedt 
of this Diffolvent, which they for fome fecret 
Reafons would not be fo Candid to deliver : the like 
has Alipili in kis Book Intituled, Cextrum Nature 
Coucentratum, which very Title thews, that it is not 
Man there meant, but the Univerfal Spirit that being 
the very Life and Centre of alf Centers 2 Therefore 
who ever fhall affert thatMan is the Bafis from whence 
this Liquor is obtained, let him be re(peéted of Envy 
or Ignorance ; becaufe there is no Subjeét to be drawn 
from Man, that will a& on Minerals five hundred or 


a. 


a thoufand Times, and retain the fame Virtue,, 
quantity and quality, as if it had not aéted at alls: 
‘Lherefere J regard not fuch Fops or fuch others,, 
that dote upon highly re@ified Spirit of Urine,, 
mixed with the true Spirit of Wine, until both 
Coagulate into a Salt, which is Diftilled and Sublim-- 
ed by the Addition of freth Spirit of Wine, until! 
they come over in Form of a Fiery Liquor: There: 
are others al{o that dote on the ftrong Spirit of Urine: 
united with the Spirit of Vinegar, and Diftiil’d in-- 
to a Neutral Spirit: but Experience the Miftrefs;. 
of all true Art fhews that thefe are all greatly mi 
ftaken, and many others, too jong here’ to Enume-> 
yate : Therefore fhall-pa(s them by, and only Infift: 
on fome few others that remain. = 

Thofe are alfo miftaken, that depend on Acid! 
Spirits, as the Subjeét of this Liquor, as Nitre, Vi-- 
triol, common Salt, Salt Gem, or the Mother Li-. 
quors ofany of thefe, or any other Salts growing : 
in or extraéted from the Earths for all of them,, 
none excepted, will by Dittillation yield an Acid Spi-. 
-, rit, and our Liquor being no Acid, but Contradifting 
thereunto, thefe of Courfe are all to be reje@ed, 
and ought fo to bein the Ufe of theLiquor when pree 
pared : others, that think themfelves more prudent 
dote much on the Spirit of Verdigreafe, and more 
efpecially if itis Firft often diffolved in Spirit of Vi- 
negar, and made transparently Pure, and then fhot ° 
in Spirit of Wine and fo Diftilled, they then put as | 
great a Price or Value on it, as in Reafon can be | 
fet upon the Immortal Diffolvent its {elf ; but this 
Menftruum being Publifhed by Zwelfer, and long 
before by Bafil Valentine, whom T- fake fto-De:the . 
right and true Author of it,-and being eafy to-be™. 
prepared, it follows,that the Liquor A/kche/t would be 
no uncommon or unknown Secrets but that remain- 
ing ftill as the greateft of Secrets, plainly demon- 
ftrates,: that thefe are not the Subjeét, whence-that 
is obtain’d, 

They are alfo mifled, who depend on Mineral 

Sul- 
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‘Suiphers, of the Vitriols of Metals or that of Venus; 
‘deferibed by Polemanus; becaufe there’s none of 
thefe, but what are fluggifh in them{elves, and 
‘unaétive Beings, and can’t beradically open’d and 
- feparated from their Mercury’s, without the Li 
‘quors kelp, and then they become Paffive Medi« 
‘ines not an A@ive Menfiruum, {o of Courfe are to 
“be excluded from being the Subje& Matter of this 
Liquor. ‘ | 
_ Another great Miftake and grand Error is in 
Athofe, that depend upon the Effential Oyls, as 
‘Wormwood, Mint, Times or the Oyls of Gums, 
as Amber, Benjamin, Turpentine, and thefe being 
~Chaos'd down and devoured by Corrofives, as Oy! 
- Of Vitriol, Aquafortis, and being again revived, 
then be coming (as they fay) the Regenerated 
Spirit of Wine of the Philofophers s which being 
~-Diffil'd from Tartar, Sal Armoniac and Mercury, 
each diftinGly, till their Bodies are brought over, 
they are then the Magi’s three Univerfal Menflruums, 
viz, Minimum, Minus and Majus: But this miftake 
has proved too evidently falfe, to the great Expence 
‘and Difappointment of many worthy Perfonsin this 
‘Kingdom, and indeed no better can be expe@ed 
from fuch Heterogeneous and unnatural Mixtures, 
~as being farther Alienated from the Univerfal Spirit, 
than fome others already Named, and confequently 
the more remote from being the Subje& of this 
Liquor. 


To be fhort, I do on an Experimental Ground — 


‘Exclude Animals, Vegetables and Minerals in all 
“and every particular C/afis and part thereof from 
‘ being the Subje&t of this Liquors th¢refore fhall 
Omit any farther Difcourfe of this kind and come 
Nearer to the the Matter in Hand, which is to deteét 
“the Errors of thofe, who confound this Liquor with 
‘the Mercury of Philofophers, faying they are the 
fame in the Subje& Matter, Identity and Operation 3 
‘tis true, the Mercury of the Philofophers is a na- 
tural Diffolvent, but it difflolves @ in the way of 
oe Ge- 


ahs) ut 
Generation, when asthis Circulated Salt or Alkaheffi 
- diffolves it by way of feparation and deftrudtion ¢: 
fo that they differ in Operation, as much as Love: 
and Wrath; the one in Love preferves, the otherr 
jn Wrath deftroys the Life and Motion. 
There are alfo other Ignorant Boafters, who con-- 
found them together, yet know neither the one: 
nor the other, yet fay, they are both the fame imi 
Compofition and Digeftion, but near the Birth off 
the Royal Bahe, the Matter divides its felf into twoo 
diftinét Parts, the one a Body Permanent, the otherr 
a Menftruous Liquor or Blood; which being Diftilledi 
is the Alkabeft, this fhews their great Ignorance,, 
for the {me that is a Body isa Spirit, and the Bloodi 
is Homogencous with both the Mercury of the Phi«- 
Jojophers and Liquor Alkabejts for the Mercuryy 
can never be prepared without its Aid, as being one: 
of the three Springs; neither can the Spirit of the: 
Body Subfift without the Blood, as every true Phi-- 
lofopher. does, with me, know, and that at. thiss 
“State there is no divifion to be admitted, without ai 
Death to the whole Compound ; for the whole Mat-- 
ter in the Produétion of each being diverfly wroughtt 
on. produces the different Effet; the one is a Mer-- 
cury Homogeneous, the other a Ponderous Saline: 
Liquor and in the Produétion of both there are fuper-.- 
fluous Oyls feperated,which,tho’ Medicinal,are not int 
the leaft Homogeneous to either 3 which clearly Evin-- 
ces their Ignorance in the Procefs of Nature, which, 
is to make Bodies Spirits, and Spirits Bodies again, | 
and that this Menftruous Liquor or Blood isthe: 
Life which is fown in’ his own Womb of Mercury: 
for the Exaltation of both ; for there the Hetero-- 
geneous Feces are caft off, and fo ’cis qualified! 
and united with the Spirit in order to Redeem: 
the Body ; and fo is a principal Ingredient of the: 
Stone, when as the <A/kaheft is not: It would be: 
too long to enumerate the vain and falfe Concep-- 
tions of Men concerning this Immortal Liquor, and| 
feeing thefe diftinctions do better become that: 
Chap-:: 


Ne ; s ¢ 9.) 

_ Chapter, where the difference’is thewn betweeti the 
', Liquor AlkabeR and Mercury of Philofophers, I 
~ thal omit {peaking of it any farther in this, and-come 
to thew the Subje& of the Diffolvent in the next 
_, Chapter, and fo Conclude this. SS 
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; OF the true SubjeE Matter. of this Diffolvent. 


“Ww the former Chapter, I have Jaid down: the 
i Miftakes concerning the Matter of this Immortal 
» Diffolvent, which Aelmont. Deferibes in the Word 
Latex, which properly Imports an hidden: Source 
or Fountain, fo hidden indeed, that he-hinfelf fays, 
when this was found Religion ftood amazed, and 
-well may the Religious Man be fo indeed, when their 
Defcriptions are fo Occult ; for from the Word La- 
tex, which in Vulgar Reception’ fignifies ‘Liquors, 
which may be properly conceived to -be Aqueous 
and Spiritual, he prefently comes to tell you, that 
‘the |Mafter-piece at which Art is Level’d, is to find. 

“out a Bodys which may play with usin fucha Sym- 
‘phony or confenting Harmony, by Reafon'of ‘its 
--exquifit Purity, that no Corruptive Principle can 
‘find in lit any Heterogenities by which to work in 
ita Diffipation of. Parts; herehe immediately calls 
-it a Body 3 hence we muft for ‘certain Conclude that 
this Source or Fountain, tho’ liquid, does contain 
a Body in it, or elfe it would have been Vain in 
Him to have dire&edusito fuch a Body for the Ob- 
eG andthat -fo Circum{pe@ly and diligently; asto 
‘findit by hard Labour and Induftry, faying you 
Muftibe careful, or feduloufly Induftrious about 
finding out fuch a Body, which by Examen and Proof 
_ds very. difficult-to be found, becaufe the Wordsim- 
sport, that -there is no {uch Body in_all Natura, 
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Beings, that does Anfwer what this great Philofo-: 


pher defcribes of his, therefore we muft Conclude,, 
that thefe Words alfo import Arts for that Induftry’ 


is alfo recommended, which is as much as if he had! 
faid you muft feek for the hidden Source or Fountain 
of Nature,and Univerfal Spirit,which Art muft form: 
intoa Body but thisSon of Wifdom doubtlefs was; 


afraid to {peak after this plain blunt manner, as a! 


Tyro dees, for fear of expofing the Secret too) 
plain; but *tis clear, that this was the meanings, 
becaufe nothing is fo hidden in Nature as the Seurce: 
of this Univerfal Fountain,and nothing in Nature has; 
Power to reduce Bodies by Symphony or confenting} 
Harmony but what does arife here from 5 for ini 
thefe latter Words he alfo defcribes the Nature and| 
Quality of the Matter to have two Facess for that: 
without there had been a Compofition, the word| 
Harmony needed not to have been ufed 5 fo thatini 


_. thefe Words abuadance of Matter is couched in lit-. 


tle room, every word being a fall Sentences how) 
lightly or flightly foever the Reader may pafs them) 
ever: Tis true Starkey does very Learnedly ftrike: 
the Mark in his Expofition upon them, yet his Com-: 
ment is fo wifely Regulated as to be keptas ob{cure,, 
as the Text it felf; by this means and method [| 
find, that the %ags of this Liquor was by this Phi-+: 
lofopher ‘defign’d to remain a Secret to the end off 
time: Therefore or the Benefit of the true defi- | 
rers of Art, { fhall deliver the Subje&t Matter off 
this Immortal Liquor with much clearnefs and Can-! 
didnefs, yet hope, that my Stile and Words will be! 
fuch, as to cloath i¢ by fucha Medium, as that it; 
may give Light to the chofen Sons of Wifdom, yet: 
at the fame time caft a Mift before the Eyes of the» 
Unworthy: This Method being agreeable to divine: 
Wifdom its felf; for we find, that what wasa Light: 
to the Hofts to the Children of J/rae/, was aCloud | 
of Darknefs of that of the Egyptians. , 
~ Thefe Things being Stated, I fhall now come to) 
the Confideration and Illuftration of that Subjeé: 

Mat-: 
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‘Matter they Point ferth, viz, the hidden Fountain 
muft be.of a double Nature, or what if I fhould fay 
it muftbe a Body of Salt appearing under two Faces, 
which being united makes Symphony of Confenting 
Harmony; the Reafon ofwhich is fhewn s for then 
it is.a Liquor of that excellent Purity, as toadmit 
of no divifion of Parts ; therefore as I {aid before, 
there is much of the whole Bulinefs both of Art and 
Labour couched in Aelmont’s Words : ‘The Bufinefs 
of Nature in affording fuch an univerfal Fountain to 
the Artift, that isthe 3zfs of the faid Immortal Li- 
quor; and the Buhnefs of Art is to know how to 


make it Corporal, and when fo Corporified to con-. 


tain two Faces, which Faces Philaletbes figures forth 
by Urine and Blood; the firft Face is a Body, yet 
neverthelefs may be diftifled into a Spirit, nay fo 


Homogeneous as not to leave one Grain of fixed-_ 


nefs or Salt behind it, which he deferibes to Diftil 
Over in Veins like Spiritof Wine, and {peaking very 
great of its Aétive Qualities in diffolving Bodies ; 
the Query is put, whether it is not the Alkabe@, the 
_Anfwer is in the Negative, faying, it could not. 
Subfift without Blood, and then prefently comes to 
the Affirmative concerning the Subje& Matters of 
the Alkabeft, and fays, it is Contained in Blood and 
Urine; thefe things may grabble and ainufe the 
Thoughts of the Unwary concerning the Reallity 
and Pofhibility of thefe Affertions, yet. nevertheless 
they are as clear and Perfpicuous to the Eye of the 
Wile, asthe Sun in his Luftre upon the Meridizn 
for the Univerfal Spirit being Concréted becomes 
aMyi, Vapour or Chaos, or rather an Undtious and 
Vifcous Water, which is the true Matter of all the 
Ancient Philofopbers, concerning, which Chaos ¥ have 
‘Written largely in Mercury*s Caduce, and have there 

lewn, that in its Womb is contained the firft Effence 
of all Forms, yet un{pecificated, and confequently 
it contains thefe two of Urine and Blood which 
indeed are the Urine and Blood of the great 
World, and not of Man 3 but more noble ; which 
‘my Eyes have {een and my hands have handled made. 
Fr mm c: iP Cor- 
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Corpotals therefore I would not have you {pend ' 


your time if vain, gazing on. Husks or the outfide: 


Shell-of things but Prefs. torthe Kernel, or that ex-). 
cellent: Sweetnefs which is placed in the Centre of” 
Beings; which can’t be extraéted but by profound: 
Meditation, and hard Labours, which mutt .bethy 
Interpreters; for “tis not requifit, that Matters: 
fhould be difcover’d more plainly, «itis but juft 


and fitting that Ged fhould: be the: fole:Difpenfer of 


ity. till the fuloefs of. time, when according tothe: 
Proinife, hidden things: fhali be made manifefteven 
fuch: as have layn hidden from the Foundationiof: 
the World: Therefore; O Son of Art’! thou'muft: 
pray to God, but ufe' the means, and» pat thy 
Hand tothe Plow, not/looking back; ‘them-thefeIn-- 
ftruétions will be as Fundamental Rules to begin thy - 
Labeurs by: to obtain this Noble Secret, whicit is 
not fomuch a Produét of ‘Nature but‘of Art: For Ty 
have‘in «thefe Sheets endeavoured to clear up the: 
Matter, fo as to qualify thee with Theory, thenceto - 
Judge. of Sophiftical Authors, and the bettet to 
enable ‘thee to withdraw ‘thy Mind from: their En= 
tanglement, that thou might{ft build:upon that 
fure Rock,which will remain in the Storm of Tryals3 
this I have'done in Bowels of Love as well knowing. 
the great Gricf and Torture of Mind undergone in - 
my unwearied Search atter ‘this Secret, even when 
the true Subject Matter was known 3 which faid Mat- | 
ter is alfo.the Mattersof the ~Grand Secret® of the 
Antientss but divertified sinto different Natures, by 
thedifterent Operations, and fo far diftiné the one 
from the other, that an Arrift may be Mafter of the 
one, and not of the other, and therefore he thatisa | 
Compleat Mafter of both, is properly ftiled Adeptus. 
Duplicatus. © Ter: 
- Yo the Truth of this my Affirmation, T havemot 
only.Experience, but alfo the Concurring Teftimo- - 
ny ofithat renown’d Philofopher Ludovicus de Comit. 
who: faysthat the -Matterof ¢he Liquor Alkabeft 


and Philofopbers Mercury do both proceed from’ the - 
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fame Chuos, but by different Operations are brought 
to differentEffedts ; therefore before thou proceed to 
the Preparation of this Liquor, thou muft learn to 


underftand this general Matter, Mafs or rude. 
Chaos, which is the Sourceor Fountain of fo many 
-. Myfteries’; for this Liquor doesnot only proceed: 


from it; but alfo ’tis the Wellspring of the. Mineral 
Life; and while this World hath a being, will bean 
‘Inexhauftible Fountain to all thofe Myfteries, fo 
hiddenly ‘deliver'd by ‘the Ancients; for once again 
Ifay, that’ not only the Stone, the great Elixer, 


 but’alfo this hidden Fite does proceed therefrom > 


_ Buthere you muft Underftand the firft Chaos, ‘be- 
fore the Phi/ofophical Mereury ig produced therefrom- 

‘Therefore a Body and not Bodies'muft be fought 
for, which being found is the Centre of the Univer- 
fal Influences Concentfated, and the Blood of the 
{aid Body-to be one in Effence with the Body, tho’ 
_ it appears: to Sight in a twofold diverfity, yet di- 
ftin& in Quality or’ Complection, but agrees fo 


Pendamentaily, which being United by the Hand of 
af ‘Artift will make the Symphony or Confenting: 


Harmony before {poken of ; for in this Cafe it-may 
befaid of it, as in another place is fpoken of the Mer- 


cary of Philofopbers, that which is above is as that — 


which is beneath, and fo Vicé Verfa's for that the 


Effence and “Life of thé Blood can’t be obtaind — 


Without the Fermentative Spirit of the Earth, or 
Satuva’s Urine 3 neither can this Spirit of the Earth 
be Homogeneous and Immortal, without it ex- 
traéts. the Life of the Blood: George Starkeya Di- 
Ieiple of? Nature does in his Treatife of the faid 
Lignor'in a‘ Parabolical’ way deliver himfelf con- 
cerning thefe two Faces, thus, that moft Acute, 
- Subtil aad Penetrating Spirit of Mans Urine by the 
Kelp of: another Medium, not ‘of divers: Ferment 
toits felf, bur Centrally oie with it, muft be Uni- 
ted. with an: eid; not “Corrofive, fed Nature fuse 


Grarffinum s this Acid muft be equally Volatile with — 
che Salt of Urine beforé it-can be Married or Uni~ 
pe gad Ai a's ve | , 


ted 


Fait 
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ted {utimately with it; then by often, Circulations 
it attains that height of Purity to be Entitled Ens 


Salium Summum Salium et Feliciffimum.: Now that 
which is Centrally one with this Philofophical U- 
rine is Bloods for the Blood isthe Univerfal Form, 
as the Body is che Univerlal Matter, but thefe being 
United by Force is called a Violent way 3 for ’tisa 
different thing to fow Gold in his own Matrix of 


‘Univerfal Mercury, and fo ferment it and bring it 


into Spirit ; for then it becomes unfit for the work 
of Multiplication, the Seminal Virtue being then 
totally Deftroyed and Annihilated, which is the ve- 
ry Matter and Cafe of the Difference of the Mercu- 
zy. of Philofophers and. Alkaheft. 

I have fhewn you not only the Matter, but alfe 
the Manner and Apparition of the Matter in the 
Hand of the Artift; 1 fhall now come to fhew you 
the Nature and Internal Property of the fame, 
when the Knowledge thereof is obtained : 1 fay ’tis 
wholy of aSalime Nature, wai is a middle pro- 
perty held up in the Arms of 
tradiftin& toeither Acid or Alkaly, fo that neither 
of thole,.as already fhewn in the former, have any 
right to be the Matter or Foundation of this Diffol- 


vent, but this Saline Quality is the Central one,. 
fo that confequently this pure Spirit hath fome. 
Garment or a Sheil, by which itis Covered and in. 


which it is hatched and brought to Maturation 5 
and to {peak plain, Candidly and Honeiftly 


tis a Combuft, Sulphur, fo wholy Combuft, that — 


the Spirit being drawn from the Earth the Faces 
will burn without the leaft Smoak, which fhews that 
there is neither any Mercurial or Saline part re- 
maining ; thisis a Reduétion of the Pure from the 
Impure, or a Clean from an Unclean, by the Ser- 
pents devouring himfelf, and then renovating into 
that, over which Death has no Power: Obferve, he 


ature, and is con=. 


firft begins by biting his own Tail, and fo by De-. . 


grees devours himfelf, and laft of all his. Head, 
which fhews that the Earth or Tail is firft to be Dif 
folved, 


< 


(1s) 
folved, which then Diffolves the Head or Blood ; 
and that thefe are the two Principles {poken of by 


Philaletkes is very plain ; for in Pag. 25. of his Secrets | 


Revealed, he calls it the firft Evs of Salts, faying the 


‘true Philofophers rejeéted all Salts, one Salt only ex- 


cepted, which isthe firft Ens of all Salts, which dif. 
folves all Metals, and by the fame Work Coagulates 
Mercury ; but this isnot done but by a Violent way 
and therefore thatkind of Agent is again feparated 
‘both entirely in its weight and Vertue from the 
thing it is put to: And in his Expofition upon Ripiey’s 
Epiftle, fpeaking of theSeparation of theSu/pbur from 
the Mercury of Bodies, he fays, *tis perform’d by the 
help of a Liquor drawn from the firft Ens of Salts 
and F/elmont and Starkey fay as much calling it Zys 


Salium, Summum Salium Feliciffimum, which is'the 


very fame, that I do here affert of it: What fhall 
I fay, muft Tin every word Tranfgrefs the Silence 
of Pythagoras; No: Bethankful for this, for it had 
never come tothy Hand, had I not madea Solemn 
“Refolution in the time of my hard Labours, Sweats 
‘and Agony of Body and Spirit, that if ever the 
“Almighty Being fhould blefs me with the 
Knowledge of this Liquor, 1 would then de- 
liver it fo Candid, as that my Writings fhould: be 
‘a fure Landmark to the undaunted Coafter in his 
Intended Voyage to the Haven of Reft; which pro- 
mife I have here fully Accomplifhed in fhewing the 
Univerfal Source or Fountain, from whence this Zi- 


quor and the great Elixer doe arife, is one, fothat — 


more needs not to be faid as to this Point, therefore. 
fhall Conclude this Chapter. 


i 


cH AP. 


(a6) 


Fi 
hig 


# 


The true Way and Manner of preparing the: 
ne Liquor Alkahelts.4 64 3 ides 


y He Miftakes and-alfo the. true Matter being; 
T fhewn, I fhall now come to fhew the tiue man- - 
ner of the Preparation of this great Diffolvent,, 
which is very difficult 3 for as Philalethes in his Ex: - 
pofition on Ripley’s Gates, Pag. 279. fays. the Lé-- 
guor Alkaheft is 100 times more dificult .to Prepare: 
than the great Elixer; and that upon good Ground! 
has this worthy Author thus deliveredit; for the: 
Elixir isa work of Nature, and the.Mercurial Pow-- 
er doth Purge off the Dregs Naturally, and it is: 
called Elixer, fo long, as it is Water, for as Count: 
Trevifan fays, he is drawn out of the Blixer, as; 


x i 


: Lp 


- Oyl out of Waters. therefore as the Elixer -is: 


Natural, the Liquor Alkaheft is Artificial, and asi 
Ludovicus de Comit. {ays, very difficult tobe fearch’d| 
into ; for.it may be varioufly thought of, being Ar-- 
tificial s for the Subjeétas it tends toGeneration and | 
Corruption in order toa more Excellent Birth, is; 
then vile and mutable, Proteus like puts.on all! 
Shapes; and what we fearch for muft be pure and. 
clear, aud above all things Immutable 3 fo that here » 
is Chymical Faith required .to believe before-hand, , 
and after fight will Aftonifh Reafon to Contemplate | 
it, crying out with an Holy Admiration, O Lord! 
how wonderfull art thou in all thy Works. | 
Reader! If you would Confider the work of 
Creation ‘twas the very fame; for out of the rude © 
Mafs or Chaos was not only Produced the moft de- 
fpicable Obje& we behold,. but alfo the moft Glo- 
rious Creature that ever was Created, not only Pa- . 
radife, but allo the Tranfcendent Glorious Angels, | 
fo that from this the difficulties do arife, how to 
proceed by Art in feparation of this Chaos, as alfo’ 
the 


aie due way and. manner of Joyning due Agents 
- and Patients by the feparating of things adjoyned, 


= 


for *tis not fufficie nt to underftand the Agua Vite of 


the Wile, but you muft alfo know, how to preferve 


it from its Compéer or Water ; for being feparated 


_ from the ftri& Tye it had in the Elements, it would 
father pafs over than come again to Coagulation: ~ 
_ Again, “tis eafy to be deftroyed, if you take it un- 
Tipe, by the violent Fire of Separation: . 


Thefe Difficulties did fo Amufe and Puzzle meas 


“to keep me back from the Poffeflion of the {aid Li. 
quer many Years, which Knowledge I then valued — 


abundantly more than the Poffeffion of great Trea- 


fures; but however biefled be God I have great 


Reafon to fay, that one Secret feldom difcovers 
it felf alone, tor the Knowledge of one is a large - 


ftep of Entrance into the other s for that in this 
Subject both of them lye, invifibly hidden, as it were, 


under the ftrong folds of a Mineral Ens, which the 


Induftrious hand: muft labour to make Manifeft ;- 


“which being Effeéted, his time will be little enough, 
to Contemplate and Admire at the fight of the O- 


_ peration its, wonderful Effeéts. 


 Obferve, in the Manifeftation "tis reduced to the 


fmalleft Attoms immaginable, through which it 


arifes to the Eminent. Dignity ‘fpoken of; fer as 
FZelmont and Starkey have it, Ad minimos redudus 


Atomos in Natura poffibiles, &c, dignius fe Corpus non 


_ reperiens cui Nuberet: This Latex, whichis Vile and 


Contemptible, is advanced to the tranfcendent 
height of Purity and Perfe€tion, which Words, 
fays the Latter, are foon faid, but not fo foon un- 
derftood, and hardeft of al to bedones which is 


the Reafon of the many difficulties mentioned in 


‘this Chapter, concerning its Preparation, 


_ fis true, this Operation is in few Words taught 


by Paracelfus, where. he {ays in his Treatife, De vi- 


Coaguletur in Formam tanfituratum, ficut Proceffus 


‘71bus Membrorum Cap, de Hepate, The Proce(s of the 


Alkaheft is (Ut a4 Coagwdatione (ua refoluatur, ac deinde 


Cog 
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Coagulandi et Refolvendi docet, &c.) Which fhort 
Procefs is the greateft Light that acute Philofopber 
gives concerning this Miftery; no marvel then if 
the Doétrine of its Preparation remains {0 obfcure in 
the Worlds for Starkey allows, that /elmont’s 
Doétrine is equally as ob{cure, as that of Paracelfus, 
and 1 fay that Starkey’s is as obfcureas either of them, 
and indeed that of Ludovicus de Comit. not much 
clearer’; for that of Solution and Interventng Coagu- 
lation is the greateft Light, that any of the Phil Qn 
pbers have given concerning the Preparation of this 


Liguer ; for there is this Reafon of fuch an Obfcura- 


tion, the Procefs by them given is General, and 
common and alike to moft or all Chimycal Magifte- 


ries s but more efpecially to the two Grand Arcana’s, 


viz. the Liquor Alkabeft and the Philofophers Elixer. 

But the manner of Solution and Coagulation is 
quite different, the one is Natural, as already 
faid, the other Artificial, and therefore very difh- 
cult, becaufe it is not eafily fearched out, and that 
it may be varioufly conceived of; but that which has 
been hitherto known and demonftrated by all true 
Artifts is Solution and Coagulation; we fhall a little 
confider the difference and manner of this Solution 
in both thefe Magifteries, | 

The Diffolution requifit in order to obtain the 
 Alkabeft is a diffolving of the Body into a Spirit 
that will never Coagulate into a Body again, but 


the Difolution in order obtain the Mercury of Philo- | 


fophers is a Diffolution, wherein the Effence of the 


Body is fo Congealed, as to become a Ferment to - 


the Mercury, to Congeal upon the Body agains 
for asthe Worthy Trevifanfays concerning the Pre- 


paration of the Mercury of Pbilofopbers, the | 
fame Matter muft: abide that the fame Form ~ 


may follow, and that nothing is to be added to 
it, nor taken from it, but. a Superfluous Flegm 
and réd Earths for when Bodies are tobe Reno- 


vated it muft be done by things in kind 5 therefore - 


Trevifas makes it a great Error to alter Mercury 
from 
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from its Metallic Species; we may ground, thatthe — 
Great Work is performed by a -diffolution of the - 


Body and Congelation of the Spirit, but the work 
of the Circulated Salt is a So/ution irto Secondary 
Principles,but not into Elements 3 for nothing of Pro- 
fit can be expeéted from thence, yet this Solution 
ought not to be into every diftinét Principle, but 
into one Saline Liquor, Homogeneous and Immortal. 
Here this Body of two Faces, or that of old Saturn’s 
Urine and the Blood of the Great World are redu- 
ced to one, and that you may know it when fo re- 


duced, it isa Fire, yet inform of Waters ’tis an 
Air, yet Condenfed ; ’tis no Corrofive, yet the 


moft fharp and perpetual Corrofive; ’tis not Medi- 
cinal yet the Crown of, all true Medicine, being a 
Cleanfer and Purifier in Nature, a Deftroyer and 
‘Conqueror of Bodies 3 tis call’d the Fire of Hell, 
-becaufe the Spirit that comes from the Centre. is 


United to the Blood without the Intermediation of | - 


the Heavenly’ Rays of Mercury, yet Aéts with that 
Purity, as that it finds no Body. more noble than 


dts felfto joyn withal, therefore is not Commifcible — 


with any Ferment, and fo not capable of Tranfimu- 
fation.. : ; 
_. Thefe Things being confidered T fhall now come 
to ‘give you a fhort Scheme of what Ae/mont fays 
concerning this Liguer, the firit is what the Artift 
defires, and is Comprehended in thefe Words, Art 
is Solicitous in finding out a Body, which may play 
with us in fuch a Symphony or confenting Harmony 
by reafon of its exquific Purity, that so Corruptive 
Principle can find in it any Heteragenities, by which 
to work in it a Diffipation of Parts: This is the 
‘Sum of what the Artift would attain, and is the 
Chief of all which can be by art foughe for, . The 
Second is, what. Art by Indufry doth find, Com: 
prehended in thefe Words, Religion then frood a- 
mazed, the Latex being found, which ‘being redu- 
ced to the {malleft Attoms poffible in Nature defpi. 
fes the Wedlock of eyery Ferment, in vain there- 
ih. D 2 fore 
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fore is-its Tranfmutation fought for, not finding a 


~ Body more worthy than its fclf whereunto it may 


be joyned. The Third difcovers the Anomaly of 
this Preduétion, in thefe Words; But the Art or 
Labour.of Philofophy hath brought forth an Ano- 
malous Produét in Nature, which took its being 
without Mixture of any Ferment, divers or Hetero- 
geneous to its {elf and the fourth contains a fhort 
Adumbration of the Procefs, the Serpent bit him- 
felf, revived from the Poyfon into a pure Effence, 
over which Death hath no Power. All which toa 
Sonof Wifdom I have with much Candidnefs alrea- — 
dy explained; but for cure Ne Tyro’s ¥ fhall 
now come to give a farther Ifluftration by way of 
Mecanic Demonftration. geile Beno 

- f Art will fromthe Lutex obtain a Body, it muft: 
be begun with Coagulation, and with fuch Magne-— 
tical Earth, as Attraéts the Cceleftial Raies and. 
Univerfal Spirit, and Concentrates: them in the: 
Centre, for that in the Centre the pure Parts of the: 


Starry Fire is digefted, and in the Centre all the: 


Influences meet, and from the Centre does theli-- 
ving Ferch proceed 5 for’tis the Central Archeus 
that Sublimes the Mineral Vapour or thofe pure Spi-- 
rits that are of a diffolving Natures this is the: 


“Body which Art is Induftrious about and defirous: 


to know, even the Body of the Univerfal Salt andl 
Sulphur of the great World 5 for in the Mecanical: 
Demonftration from thence proceeds fuch a Spirit} 
which in all Nature has not its Compeer 3 but be-, 
fore ’tis brought tothat Harmony, as to admit of no} 
Diffipation of parts, it muft have time to maturate,, 


-and to. form to its felf fome pure Garments or ai 
‘Compleat Coagulation, which is done by Succefhve> 


Animatiens, fo as to bring the Spirit of the Earth 


‘to permanency before it is taken out of its Neft,, 


and that is done by fuccefhye Retrogradations, or: 
repeated Coagulations to bring this Tranfverfe: 


” Work of the Earth the nearer to its purity, for then) 


only it is, that it admits no diffipation of Parts. 
. ae at . The: 
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‘The Body being found and thus purified, and its 


~ Spirit produced from the fmallInvifible Putrified At- 


toms of the fame doth caufe aReligiousAftonifhments. 


that from fo dry a Body as the Earth fhould proceed 
the Central Latex or the moft hidden Rivulet of the 
great Ocean its felf, nothing in the World being 
ag pure it defpifes to Contraét Wedlock with every 
fpecificated Form whatfoever, and fo its Tranfmuta- 
tion.is impoffible, and indeed the oftner this Uni- 
~verfal Spirit pafles through the Entrals of the Ele- 
‘ments, the greater is its Purity and the fitter for 
Aétion; for onthe other hand Matter could not 
Subfiit, but. by ghe continual additional Rays of its 
Univerfality ; Mfore Reader,Retain thy Amufe- 
‘ment for a time,and thou fhalt hear the Philofophical 
Trumpet calling thee to behold a wonderful rarity, 
even the Indian Brachman’s Famous Water Works, 
Contradiftin@ to all others, as it is a well com- 
pacted Body of Fire burning in Water, and in full 

_ Luftre and not extinguifhed ; for in the Decoétion 
the Blood asd Urine is Centrally one, but in the 
Coagulation they appear under two Facess Philg- 
lethes {ays as much, {peaking of the next Matter 
of the <Alkabeft, fays “tis a Salt and the Fire fur- 
“rounds the Salt, and the Water {wallows up the Eire, 
and yet overcomes it not, and fo is made the Phi- 
lofophers Fire, of which they {peak, the Vulgar 
Durn with Fire, and we with Water : it being fo 


tranfcendently pure then fcorns to be joyned with » 


any Compeer, fo admits of no Wedlock. 

Herein Confifts the Excellency of this Liquor 
that Art and Labour confpire together to produce 
this Ens or being without any mixture of any fer 

_ ment Diverfe or Heterogeneous to its {elf ; for in- 
_ deed its Compofition is wholly from Univerfal Prin- 
Ciples, or Virgin Elements, and Invifible ones too, 
forthe Earth and the Water of this Fountain is as 
Invifible to the Eye of the Vulgar gs the Fire and 
Ait; but heing made Manifeft to the Artift do 
Confpire together to bring forth one Anomalous 

| yas Birth § 
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Birth ; therefore be affured, from thefe Words this 
Great Philofopber would point forth, that this Li. 
quor is not Compounded of two things of ditferent 
Natures, for then it would be Subje@ to Death, 
but of one thing alone even the moft Univerfal Salt 
of Nature, whichis divided into two, and returns 
to oneagain, fo confequently is one in Nature and 
Effence. ee 
But now the Adumbration sf the Procefs doth - 
alfo fhew the Univerfality and Uncompoundednefs 
of this Evs,itis reprefented by a Serpent biting him- 
felf and reviving from the Poyfon into a pure Effence, 
over which Death has no Powegi obferve the 
' Antient Egyptians always by a Serpent underitood | 
this Univerfal Spirit ; becaufe of the Subtilty of - 
its Parts, and that Creature of ail others isthe moft 
Subtil, and therefore well may it figure forth by the 
holding its Tail in its Mouth Natures Circulation 
from oie Univerfal Element to another, till all the 
Elementary Qualities are unbanded, and the pure 
Effence of all extracted, which moves upon an Im- 
mortal Hinge and therefore will admit of no Diffi- 
_ pation of Parts or Evaporation of Moyfture $ for as 
it is Homogene, “tis of an equal Volatility, and 
being the Ccelettial Fire made Terreftial by its own 
Power can’t be deftroy’d by any fpecificated Body 
whatever, therefore well might Helmont fay, as 
there is but one Fire in the World, fo thereis but 
one Liquor, none other partaking in Quality with 
it, as the Adeptt do know and can teftifie: Which 
Liquor is that which will, Sampfon like, make 
fport for the Artifi, and do more than ever 
the Lords of the Philiftives cou'd have expeéted 
from him, plucking down and deftroying as he did 
not Houfes, but the moft Compact and Solid Bo- 
dies of Minerals, and. like a Valiant Conqueror 
maintains his Ground againft all oppofing Enemies ; 
but feware the Kings, Lords or Nobles, that have 
been fo happy to fee the Battle fought by this 470- 
maleus Combatant, not only for the Reafons afore 
ren- 
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- -render’d, but alfo for the tedioufnefs of the Prepa- 
“ration, which we fhall now’ come to {peak of and { 
Conclude this Chapter, 

As to the time of preparing this L7quor ’tis long 
and tedious, which Aelmontalfo Complains of, but 
Starkey explains this to be more upon the Account 
Of the Stink in the firft Preparation, than of the 

tediouf{nefs or length of times; for he Limits it to 

‘afew certain Days, which I know is impoffible to 
be Bffeéted, unlefs he begins to Calculate trom the 
time that the Body is ripe and fit to be broke by 
Violence, and to be diftill’d over into.a Spirit, then 
to Unite the Blood or other Face may be accomplith’d 
in his time: But for my part I de comprehend from 
f7elmont what Experience fhews, viz, that the time 
is long and tedious, and attended with many diffi- 
culties, which Helmovt alfo knew, or elfé he would 
not a Complain’d fo much for the lofs of his Bottle ; 
Crying out, O that I had removed my Receiver 5 
from whence we may readily Conceive, that he 

fuffered Lofs: Zudovicus de Comitibus puts the 

Queftion beyond doubt concerning the tedioufnefs 
of the time where {peaks of the Reduétion and Re- 

trogradation faying, it can’t be perform’d by com- , 

mon Labour $ but requires both Art and Time, 

which, he fays, is long and therefore whoever 
thinks to obtain it by Violence and ina fhort time 
fall find himfelf much deceived, for he can never 

bring it to any final Complement. and confequently . 
will never be able to know what Vertue ’tis Im- 

power’d withal, even that Fiery and Vitat one ; 

for that it is deftroyed by force by his Compeer, 
which Helmont and Starkey do. allow, but tell not 
what that Compeer iss but that excellent Son of 

Art Ludovicus aforefaid, fays "tis Water, therefore 
Pl attribute to him the Praife, his Writings giving 
me the firftLight of difcovery,what thisCompeer was 

O Reader, thou muft of neceffity allow that it is. 
atime of Tedioufnefs as well as difficulty to Con- 

centrate the Benignent Spirit. of the World, a 

‘eu ! Make 


Jy 


| ( 24) | 
make fuch a ftrong Sulphureous and Saline Liquor: 
of it, as will diffolve the hardeft Metals, even thofe,, 
that oppofe Common Fire, are by this Lquor radi-- 
cally open'd, it being as we may call it, the very; 
Effence of the Elements Heavenly and Earthly 5; 
and what Typifies the Fire of the laft Judgment,, 
which is permanent over the Elements ina Quin-- 
teflential Nature, fo that the Degrees of its purity; 
are not to be wonder’d at; the Artift hath great: 
GEaufe to Blefs and Praife the Lord his God, who) 
hath made him an Inftrument to produce a clean! 
thing out of an unclean, which that Good Mani 
Fob fo much Queftion’d faying, who can bring a1 
Clean thing out of an Unclean, furely none but: 
God alone 3 fo that we fee the beft of Men fpeak: 
but according to that Knowledge, which the Al-. 
mighty thinks fit to reveal unto them ; for he difpo-’ 
fes of Knowledge as of Rivers, communicating it: 
for the ufe of all’: Therefore Paul's Advice wasi 
Sound and Candid, Fudge not Ignoranily of things: 
thou underftandeft not: For indeed if we look up-- 
on the thing aright ’tis properly the Work of Gods; 
for as Trevifan fays concerning the Exaltation of the: 
Work in the great Elixir, *tis done Chrifti Gratia,, 
Importing that Man can’t alter the ordain’d Courfe: 
of Nature, but as an Inftrument in the Hand of 
God ftands ftill to feea mighty deliverance; but. 
we are fpeaking of that where Art muft lend her» 
help, becaufe Nature is alter'd from her ufual , 
Courfe, and a Clean thing is alfo requir’ds but | 
this isa Talent not Committed to every one’s Truft. 
Now thisclean thing can never be Produced but by 
a Radical Union of the forefaid Principles, not only 
by abare Affociation or Appofition of Parts, fo that 
the fame may be faid of this,as is ofthatUnion of Su/- 
phur and Mercury in the GreatWork,viz.they can ne- 
ver more be feparated,neither inLove nor Woe, this - 
Radicalllnion is as Principally required in this Liquor, . 
as it isin Azoth,which is a Volatile Tender Spirit for 
Whitening Laton’: Now this béing feparated from 
| ma 
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“tany Hetetovenities hath no Eininent finell, but 

“4s a Ponderous, fubtil Liguor, which will not fill 
‘Over “but in a confidévablé Degree of Heat in 
‘Sand, viz. the third Degree, and admits of its 
Flegin to be diftill’d off fir, as other Ponderous 
Spirits do: Philalethes {peaking of the Subftance and 
Preparation of this Liquor delivers himfelf thus 3 
“Tis a Noble Circulated Salt prepared with won- 

~detful Art, tiff it anfwers the defires of an Thgeni- 


Ous Artif; yet ’tis not any Corporeal Salt ‘IHade 
Tiquid by a bare Solution, but is a Saline Spirit, 
which Heat cannot. Coagulate by evaporation o 
the Moifture, but is of a Spititaal Uniform Sub- 
ftance, Volatile; which in# gentle Heat wil Diftil 
Over, leaving nothing behind; that is to be wader 
food in a Requifit Heat of Sand; fo is there an 
-Exaltation made far above: what Nature was. éver 
able to perform. ge he 
Thus I have deliver’d the difficulties and alf 
touched. at the Fire and given you the right way 
of its Preparation from Point to Point, J have de- 
clared the Truth without Defe& or Ambiguity of 
Words ; and have as formerly mention’d, fhewed 
you fhat no ftrange Ferments are ufed, the Prin- 
ciples being Céntrally ‘contain’d in the Original 
Chaos, which being feparated and brought again» 
to an Indifoluble Union, is, the Serpents devoue 
ring his own Tail and {0 renovating into that, upon 
which Death can have no Power : but -this cannot 
be perform’d, but by the help of Fires of divers 
forts, Gonyenient Veffels, fit Furnaces and Glaffes, 
and a confiderable time to boot, without all which 
it will be impoffible for the Artiftto obtain nis de- 
fired end, being as I have deliver’d, much eafier 
to know the Matter, than to find out the true man. 
her of its Preparation, which is chiefly and princi- 
pally to be fought for at the Hand of the Almighty 5 
thefe are Secrets which belong to the Divine Trea- 
fury, and therefore the Aid or free leave of the 
Triune Power muft be implored, to open the a 
> EB of 
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of Entrance, which may otherwife for ever remain: 
fhut to thee. | 3 , 

Yet I have not been wanting in thefe Sheets to) 
Communicate my Experience, and Candidly to fhew: 
the Preparation of this Immortal Liquor, fo far: 
as was lawful for me without expofing it tothe: 
Hands of debauched Perfons and Impoftors, and| 
he that can’t gather it from what is here delivered! 
will {carcely obtain it from the Voluminous Cir-. 
cumlocutions of other Writers ; who have fo Inter-- 
mixt the Preparation and intangled it with the; 
Philofophical Mercury, that the Artift ftands in need! 
of Ariaines’s Clew to lead him out of thatLaby-- 
rinth ; in which Maze that the Ingenious may’ 
be no longer bewildred, I fhall in the following; 
Chapter diftinétly and clearly difcover the diffe-» 
rence between the Liquor Alkabeft and Mercury of! 


the Philofophers. 
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CHA, IV. 


The Difference between this Liquor and the 
Mercury of the Philofophers. 


He Labour of the Candid and honeft hearted is 
“@ to untie thofe difficult Knots, which the envi- 
ous have always been endeavouring to tye, and to 
bring the Induftrious out of that Labyrinth, where 
they have been entangled and bewildred, fo as to 


loofe the Right Path, and for this end Tam willing - 


to lend my Hand to conduct the fearcher through 
this Wood where many an honeft hearted and la- 
borious Man I am well fatisfied have loft their Way, 
as not being able to diftinguifh the different Path 
ofthe Liquor Alkabeftand Mercury of Pbilofopbers, 
defigning this Chapter as a Plain and knowing Pi- 
fot in this Cafe. 


J hope that nothing but Ignorance it felf will 


queftion the Verity of what I have here deliver’d con- 
cerning the Foundation of the A/kabeft and Mercury 
of Philofopbers to be one,feeing I have on my fide not 
only Experience, but alfo the Teftimony of worthy 


Sons of Art, that they do both proceed from the 


firft Chaos, before Art hath undertaken to work up- 


on it: But here the difference comes, one is pre- 
pared ina way agreable to Nature, the other Arti- 
ficial; and confequently really divefted from the 
Generative Power, being drawn beyond the Pre- 
deftination of its Natural Seed; the exact Exam- 
le of which may be feen in a Grain of Wheat, 
when ’tis fown in its proper Matrix, in order to 
Multiplication by Generation; or when it is Ar- 
tificially Prepared and Fermented, and fo drawn 


intoSpirit,in whichWork the Seminal and Generative 


fut Secundary Principles 3 and by this violent way 
E 2 of 


Virtue is wholly deftroyed: For here there is made 
an Artificial Solution of the Seed not into Elements 
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of Diffolution ’tis wholy divefted of its Metallic Seed), 
and Confequently made unfit for the A&@= of Gene-- 
ration, as was fhewed jutt now. in the Example off 
the Grain of Wheat: So by confequence muft brings 
a coniiderable difference at’ their “Refpe@iver 
Ends. i + STs hye 

Yet neverthelels both thefe as they arife from one: 
Univerfal Fountain there may be, fome likenefsini 
them and for this Reafon the Defcription does im 
fome Sence refemble both the one and the Othery, 
that few have been able to diftinguifh the true dif-- 
ference, and the more by the fhifting Speechés off 
Writers, who confound the one with theother, thatt 
fo the Artift may be eafily entangi’d, becaufe they; 


5 


~ have hoc fo much as differenced them in Name,, 


Nature or Operation.s; for Van Helmont fays, that: 
the Liquor Atkabef diffolves every Vifible and Tan-- 
gible Matter into the firit Ens, preferving its Power, , 
which Words preferving its Power is alfo attributed | 
to the Mercury of Philofopherss other Philofopberss 
fay, “tis a ficry Water, and Lightfom, and Turba: 
Philof. and Senior fay, our Water is a Fire, and| 
fironger than any Fire for it reduces the Body of; 
Gold into a meer Spirit, which the Common. Fire 

could never be able todos the like alfofays Arte. - 
phiuss the very fame thing is by others attributed . 
to the Alkaheft :. Helmonut fays that as there is but. 
one Fire in the World, {© there is but one Liquor in 
the World, no other partaking in Quality with it-s , 
and Geer fays, the moft high hath given us the | 
Knowledge of this Water, which lights the Can- 

dle gives Light to Houfes and yields abundance of ' 
Riches: It would be too tedious to enumerate the 
Parallels of this kind concerning the Alkabe/i and | 
Merenry of Philofopkers; fo that ‘tis very difficult 

for the unskilful and unwary to diftinguith their 

true difference, which is moitly to be Comprehend- — 
ed from thofe Words, where tis faid, the one is a 


, diel 


work of Nature, the other of Art; fo arethey 


different in appearance, for asa late Author fays,- 
i Oa eee that 
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‘that I may prevent a Common Error, viz. the cone 
founding our Natural Difolvent with our Circulge 
ted Salt or Alkabeff, fome Ignorant Boafters who 
neither know the one, nor the other, having taught 


that they are both the fame, 1 fhall fo far thew the. 


Difference, that no Tyso but may cffe@ually diftin- 
guith them in his Theory. Know therefore, and 
Note well this fhort diftinétion, there is no Affinity 
between them either in Mattér or Operation : They 


differ in Matter, as much as one Species doth from, 


another, the one being Metalline, the other Salizes 
They differ in theic Operations,'as muchas Love 
and Wrath ; the one'in Love Preferving, the other 
in Wrath Deftroying, Life and Motion. 


_ This Author by his good leave {peaks right in. 


the Operation, but ftrains the String too far con- 
cerning the Matter, as too many Reformers do, 
and fo caufe Errors on the other Hand, equal to 
thofe they would Reform, thereby making many 
to grope for the Door of Entrance, or middle way, 


which leads dire@tly to the Path of Truth: For-be. 


{ure as they proceed from one Matter, both Uni- 
verlal, there is fomething of Aflimilation in them ¢ 


for as much as they are both performed by way of . 


Solution and Coagularion, both tedious and difficult 
in fearching out; and the Subjeét Matter fo far ex. 
alted frem its former State, asthat it becomes 3 


Work of Wonders and for certain they muft have 


fomething of likenefs, or elle thole Artifts were ves 
ry Ignorant, who gave them one Denomination, 
~calling them by the like Name, as Fiery Water and 


Watry Fire, Immortal and Homogeneous Effences, 


Alkaheft, which is all Ghoft or Spirit, the firft Ens 
of Salts, and have attributed Supernatural Vertue 
td both; and from thefe and fuch like Univerfal 
‘Verms arid Nasnes, ‘tis very eafy for the Searcher to 
be deceived. : 
Wherefore I fhall now come to give you a clear 
and general Account, wherein they agree, and 
wherein they difagree, and' then fhew you the Rea- 


fon, 


ti 


eons, 
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fon, why they are thus defcribed, then give you 


the trueand proper fignification ofthe word Alkaheft, 
and why Helmout gave the Liquor this Names for 


I have taken fome pains after the Inquiry there- 


of, fo that fam able to render a Satisfattory Rea- 
fon : . 
Firft of all I fhall Inftance in fome particulars, 
wherein they agree: Firft, the Mercury of the Phi- 
Iofopbers and this Circulated Salt agrees, in that 
they are both Univerfal, one for the Graduation and 


Exaltation of Metals, the other for Diffolving all. 


Bodies: Secoadly, They agree in this, that as one 


preferves the Seed in order to Multiplication by 


Generation, fo the other preferves the Crafis and 
Medtcizal Vertue of Species in order to healing 5 
for in the Diffolution it admitsof Nothing to fly 
away in Fume: Thirdly, They agree in this, the 
one isthe Emblem of Man’s Regeneration and eter- 


nal Salvation, the other of Man’s Diffolution and 


Deftruétions for in the,Preparation tkey are both 
to be feen : Fourthly, They both agree in the Pene- 
tration of Bodies s the one enters to the very Cen- 
tral Life .of them in order to the Multiplication, 
the other pierces to their very Centre in order to 
their Separation and Divifion ; for it feparates be- 
tween their Central Mercury and Sulphur: Fifthly, 
They agree in the Matter and Manner of Prepara- 


tion, asto the Matter they both Proceed from the ° 


firftEns of Salts,and as to the manner,’tis by Solution 
and Intervening Coagulation, till breught to an 
exalted Perfeétion : Sixthly and Laftly, They agree 
in that they are’ both made from the Univerfal Chaos, 


as alfointhe manner of their Compofition 3 forthe . 
Mercury of the Philofophers is Compounded of Sulphur — 


and Mercury s but the Liquor Alkabeft of Salt and Fire 
and Blood; and both brought to fuch an Indiffolu- 


ble Bond of Love and Unity, as never tobe fepara- 


ted either in Love or Wo; both Homogeneous and © 


Immortal, and both Univerfal Diflolvents: Having’ 


fhewn wherein they agree, I fhall now come to 
fpeak of that wherein they difagree. Firff, 


fan igo 
Firft, They differ in this, whereas the Work of 
the Philofophers Mercury is purely Natural, fo the 
Procefs of the Immortal Diffolvent is meerly Artifici- 
al: For asin this Work the Sulphur or.Gold is ex- 
alted to the higheft Pitch and Degree of Perfeétion 
fo inthe preparation of the great Hilech of Paracel- 
fus, it is reduced from a Naturalto a Contranatural 
State. Secondly, They difagree in this, where the 
Mercury of the Pbilofophers is an Homogeneous 
Metallic Evs Co-effential in ail its parts,true Mercury, 
of a middle Subftance clear like pure Silver, being 
bright Ceeleftial and Shining, «and not fo Effential to 


if 


any thing as Gold, it being its Univerfal Mother. 


does radically congeal uponit ; therefore as Trevi- 
fan fays, no Menftruum is profitable in the Philofo- 
phic Work, but that which diffolves the Body in 
a Generative way, and then recongeals upon the 
Body diffolved, fo the Philofophers Solution of the 
Body is a Congelation of the Spirits and upon this 
Account they have rejected all thofe Solutions, as 
Sophiftical, where the Diffolvent and Diflolved re- 
main not Permanent together: Whereas the dlkae 
heft or Sal Circulatum is a Saline Liquor, and there- 
fore by Paracelfus fometimes called the Liquor of 
-$alts and doth Diffolve Bodies, but remains not 
with them, being as eafy feparable from them, as 
the Spirit of Sulphur is from Oyl. Thirdly, There 
isa Difagreement between the Mercury of the Ph;- 
lofophers and Liquor A/kaheft in the manner of their 


Seperation and Aétion on Bodies, for the Mercury 
di 


ifiolves Gold and all Precious Stones and Pearls 
‘by way of Generation, and Exaltation, for the 
Life and Vertue is Multiplied, and they may be 
reduced to their firft Form.ingreater Vertue and 
Beauty, and of more Value to the Metallurgift and 
Jeweller, but the Liquor Alkabe/t diffolves not only 
Gold, but alfoall.the other Metals, by way of De- 
firnétion, fo that the Generative Virtue is defaced 
and -wholy obliterated, and in this Reduétion inte 
their firft Matter it gives a certain Teftimony of 
their 
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their Diverfity, as'Metals into Sulpbur and. Mercury,, 
Stones intoa Saline Liquor, and Pearles into a Milky; 
Juice, Fourthly, They difagree in this, the Mercuryy 
of Philofopbers at the end of its Preparation will be« 
come fixe and Permanent abiding allthe fiery Try-- 
als, in form of a Calx, yet as fufibleas Wax Pene-- 
trating, Mercury, and other Volatile Bodies before: 
their Flight and fixes them; whereas the Liquor: 
Alkabeft at its refpe€tive end of Preparation is a, 
Ponderous Saline Liquor in form of Water, which) 


will moyften the Hand and every thing elfe, and ag) 


it is wholy-Saline and Volatile ’twill net’endure the: 
‘Fire, but will remain in its form Diftilling over in: 


a Saline Liquor, being altogether Incapable of’ 
Coagulation, and by that means diffolves all fixt: 


Bodies whatfoever, not into Elements but inte 
more fimple Parts, Fifthly, Their Difference con- 
fifts in this, whereas the Mercury of Philofophers is: 
made by a remifs Fire of Generation, even the 
Aireal Life and Lunar Fire being the Medium in 
perfeéting it by gentle Decoétion from Point to 
Point, which Regimen of the Fire has been careful- 
ly hid by all Artifts, in that "tis -called the Veflef 
of ‘Nature, or Mercurial Veffel, Posdus Nature» 
Whereas the Liquor Alkaheft is made by the moft 
violent Fire of feparation, for the Spirit is by Vio- 
Jence not only Diftilfd from the Earth’ in Fiery’ 


form; but that is United to the Blood, which pro- | 


duces that Hellifh Fire that brings all Imperfe@ Me 
tals to a greater Imperfeétnefs, though notwith~’ 
ftanding it makes them the more Powerful and ER 
ficacious for the expelling and rooting out of Dif 


eafes and Infirmities; for being brought totheir: 
firft Ens they diffolve and circulate with our Juyces, 


as being then thin and Spirituous, and fo perfornr 
thatin the curing Difeafes, which in their hard and: 
grofs. Natures could never be expeéted from them. 


Sixthly and Laftly, The Philofaphers. Mercury and ° 


Liquor Alkaheft differ in this, the one may be* 
brought to an Univerfal Medicine; the other has’ 
3 no 


# 


be. 
at 
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“no Medicinal Vertues in’t: For as Philalethes fays , 
this) Mercury thus renovate or new born, may by 
the Philofopher be diverfly handled; for he may 
take if: from the Fire, and Circulate: and Cohobate 
this Mercury by a Peculiar Operation, which is 
partly Mechanical, till he havea moft admirable, 
pure, fubtil Spirit, in which he may diffolve Pearls — 
and all Gems, and Multiply them or his Red 
Stone; before it be united with a Metal in Projec- 
tion, for ithe making of Aurum Potabile > And in 
this Mercury, thus Circulated; is. doubtle the 
My fiery of the never fading Light, which I have | 
adbually feen, but yet not Praétically made. Ina 
word, every one who hath thisexuberate Mercury, 
hath indeed at Command: the fubjeét of Wonders, 
Which he may imploy himfelf in. many ways, both 
admirably and pieafantly. And certainly; he that 
hath: this, needs no: Information from’ another 5 
himfelf now ftanding in the Center,, he may eafi- 
ly view the Circumference;: and then Operation 
willbe, next the Spirit’ of God the beft Guide 
Sothat the Mercury of Philofophers, being brought 
to fixity, may be made an Univerf) Medicine, 
for the Curing all Difeafes, and Renovating and 
Reftoring to Youthful ftrength and Vigour 5 where- 
asthe Liquor Alkaheft, be it never fo highly mul- 
plied. or Exalted, cafinot' properly be {aid tobe a 
Medicine, but a Menftruum, which is a Proper help 
or Medium to prepare Medicines by, and in ‘it 
felf ftill remains unchangeable, being as Starkey 
fays, endued with thefe Qualities ; vizr, Tis a 
Ponderous Liquor, being indeed all Salt, without 
ny Watry Flegms it is all Volatile being wholly 
a Spirit, without any Corporeity left in it, of no 
“minent. Odour, for all things which fend out an 
odour confiderable, are for the moft part of a very 
Volatile Nature, or confit of many Heterogeni- 
iS. If is not therefore Volatile after the manner 
of Spirit of Wine, Urine, or the like; which. fly 
vith the {malleft degree of heat, but( like unto 
Ez ; 
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a ponderous Spirit, which yeilds its Flegm in the: 
firft place ) this when it hath diffolved any Vege-: 
table Concrete, and made it Volatile, will fufferr 
the fame by a gentle heat of Balneum Marie, to 
be all feparated from its felf, ec. . 


Erom what has been here faid, concerning the: 
Agreement and Difagreement of thefe two, I hope,, 
the diligent Inquirer after Art will receive good! 
fatisfaction, and for the future be freed from thofe: 
doubts and Errors, which might before occafiom 
much Trouble and Perplexity cf mind: ‘This wass 
the end I propofed to my felf, throughout the: 
whole of my difcourfe 5 this therefore may fufficer 
as to this Point ; I fhall now proceed to fpeak off 
the Proper Names of this Diffolvent. 


But by the way ( Reader ) obferve, that thee 
‘Invention of this Liquor, in thefe Parts of the: 
World is owing to Paracelfus; thus Philalethes,, 
and alfo adds, that among the Moors and Arabians,, 
it hath been, and is at this day, commonly. known 
to the Acuter fort of Chymifts, then confequent-- 
ly we muft depend, that Paracelfus did give the: 
moft fignificant and Proper Names to it, and “tis; 
plain from Helmont’s own Writings, that he dili-- 
gently Studied and Traced his Works, and at length: 
through Labour came to underftand them, and!) 
among{t other things, obtained the Knowledge; 
of fuch a diffolving Menftruum, as Paracelfusi 
often writes of ; and feeing this L7quo7 to contain 
an homogeneous Nature, fpiritually aéting, and 
after almoft innumerable Aétions ftill remaining _ 
the fame, ( Spirits being immortal ) and this Liquor 
proving fo, he therefore not improperly called 
it Alkabeft ; altho’, as I fhall thew by and by, this 
Name doth more properly belong to the Mercury 
of Philofopkers, and that, this was the defign of Pa: : 


racelfus in it; however by the way, 1 fhall examin 
the derivation or Root, of this Word, lain is 
rom 
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quor or not 5 becaule the Procefs fet down, vizt. 
Solution and Coagulation is alike and Common, 
( ashath been already touched at, ) not only to 
the Preparation of both thefe Arcanums but likewife 
to moft Chymical Magifteries, _ : P 


_ Now the Liver is the Fountain of the Blood, 
and isthe feat of Life next the heart, the Blood 
‘being there Prepared for a further Elaboration 
and Purification, in order to give the Body, its 
Nourifhment for the Produétion of Seed, and 
‘Confequently for the maintaining of Life, €&c. 
And ’tis plain by experience; that this Liquor’ will 
by greater length of time, diflolve all mixt Be- 
ings by its A@ive, Thin, Spirituous Penetrative, 
Diflolving and Homogeneous Nature, in a Natu 
Ee 2 ral 


xal degree of Heat equal to that of the Liver,, 
and feparate them into their. diftin@ Subftances,, 
fuffering not any thing to fly away in ‘Air orr 


Fume 5 fo that to me here arifes the difficulty tov 
think, how this fhould work that different Effe@y, 


of healing and reftoring the Liver, and not ratherr 
diffolve it, as it does other mixt beings : Thee 
doubt is beyond my reafon at prefent to give ani 
An{wer to, and I fuppofe will fo remain for ever,, 
for 1 do not fo muchas once intend to anExperiment,, 
to try its Virtues.in this Cafe; having, befidess 
what is already offered, two Subftantial Reafonss 
againft it ; the Firft is, that this Ligour being diffi-- 
cult to be prepared, would be too coftly to bee 
adminiftered by way of Medicines; for aReafona-- 
ble Praétife would foon diminifh a confiderable: 
Quantity, fo that this great Treafure would if tit- 
tle time, be exhaufted and come to nothing, if gi- 
ven by way of Medicine, whereas *tis perpetual! 
by way of Menftruum: The Second is, that the Pbi-- 
fofopbers give no direétions for the Exhibition off 
the White Stone inwardly, but in Epilepfies andi 
Palfies, and other Difeafes of the Brain, which iss 
under the dominion of the Moon, much lef its: 
White Oyl but for Externals, as 'Leprofies, Scabs,, 
Virulent Ulcers, Fifiula’s, Cancers, Noli me tangere,, 
and the like ; how they. (hould then dare to exhibitt 
a Spirit fo Aétive and Fiery, yet much more Critle? 
than thefe, I know nots neither indeed can 1 bet 
made to believe, that ever Aelmont or any othert 
Of the Adepts, did ever once fo muchas make ule off 
it by way of Medicine, and Confequently could noe: 
be this Liquor, which Paracelfus. meant, where hes 
{peaks of the Cure of the Liver, but rather off 
the Grand Elixer. | 


But ‘tis abundantly more probable, that theyy 
ferved themfelves therewith in the Preparations, 
of Drugs and all kind of {pecies, in order to bring; 
them to Magifteries, Arcana’s, Effences, and Quin-- 


teflences; 


HA oun re men 


ag oe)” ; 
“teffences, which have a fuperlative Vertue, efpeci- 
“ally from the Metalline and Mineral Kingdom + 
becaufe what is refolved by it retains their heal. 
‘ing Paculcy ; fo from thefé Confiderations I can’t 
Conceive that Paracelfus, where he {peaks of the 
Reftoring of the Liver, that he meant thé Circulatum 
minus or this Liquor, fo that’tis altogether uncemon- 
‘Atrable that this fingle Diffolving Menftroum fhould 
be a fafe and goodMedicine, and Confequently fhould 
Cure. the’ Dvopfie as is eafy to be gathered fromthe 
‘foregoing Words of Puaracelfus, that his Alkabeft 
really was Medicina}; for he exprefly fays, if the 
Liver were broken or deftroyed, it would be in place 
“of a new Liver 3 now from the foregoing Confi- 
derations, this Ziguor can’t be faid to be a. fafe 
and good Medicine, “tis therefore abundantly more 
probable that Paracelfus by the Word Alchabeff 
Meant the great Elixer, that being all Spirits, a 
Quinteflence, divefted of all the Elements, and con- 
fequently of all Earthly and Corporal Qualities 
for if the Grand Elixer were not Spiritual twould . 
fever Tranfmute; for by this Spiritual A&, it 
works three Effeéts, firft Penetration and Dilata- 
tion ; fecondly by Fermentation and Contra@ion ; 
‘thirdly by the Aéts of the two former, the com- 
‘buftible Sulphurs are feparated, the pure ones ma- 
nifeited with additional Tinélure and Permanency 
‘fo Helmont finding his diffolving Menftruum Spi- 
ritual might eafily miftake the Words of Parace!- 
jus, and call it A/chabef?, and indeed the Name 
ais no ways Improper, altho’ not ufed for this 
Liquor by Paraceifus, unlels Paracelfus was guilty 
of fpeaking one thing and meaning another, as 
Felmont himfelf fometimes is; as I can prove 
from thefe following Words. The Liquor Alcka- 
“heft (ays he ) Reduces all fenfible and Tangible 
Bodies into their firft matter, Preferving the Po- 
wer of their Seed; which as you have all along 
heard it doth not, but their Medicinal Vertue + 
the Property of Preferving the feed belongs 
oe to 
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to Azorh or. Philofophical Mercury 5 So that if ” 


he were not guilty here, he was for certain befide 
the matter ; but I am apt to believe he was, fee-. 
ing he has not inall his Writings given account 

ofthe Medicinal Vertue of his Alchabeft, as Para. 

eelfus does of his. | 


From hence it may be clearly Conceived, what I 
have inferted in my former Doétrine, that the Pbilo- 
fopbers were many of them guilty of interweaving 
thefe fecrets together, and calling them, by one 
Name, for ’tis clear, that Aelmont called this dif- 
folving Menftruum the Liquor <Alchabeff, yet fays 
it preferves the feminal Vertue, when as Paracelfus 
by this Paflage meant the Grand Elixer s and the 
more evident in this, in that he has given other 
Names to this diffolving Menftruum, and thofe 
moftly ufed by him are the great. Hilech and Sal. 
Circulatums for thefe are generally to be traced 
through his Writings, aad ‘tis eafy to bedifcern’d, 
that he puts a great diftinétion between this dif. 
folving Liquor and the Mercury of Philofophers = 
for the Liquor, he calls Circulatum Minus, and Mer- 
cury of Philofophers Circulatum Majus as is plainly 
to be Proved from the Procefs given, where he 
faith, thou. muft extract the firft Evs of Mercury 
by Spirit of Wine, and it will come over ina Li- 


quid fubftance which (fays he ) is called by the, ; 


Philofophers a mot fharp Metalline , .icetum, and 
by usin our Archidoxes Circulatum Majus. Archi- 
dox Lib, 10. Chap. the ath. . 


This Diftinétion and Procefs cannot be rightly 
wnderftood by any, but an Adeptus Duplicatus for 
to the obtaining of this Spirit of Wine the Work 
is one, and is Peformed by the concurring help of an 
Aftiftant; otherwife “twill be impofhible to be ob- 
tained but being gotten, the differnce Confifts 
sn the Forcible way of diffolving the Body and the 


Watural by the Spirit of Wine, to extraétthe firft _ 
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“Eas of Mercury, in which the Blood is united and 
Cleanfed, and fo brought to the gentle or Bee 
nignent Fire of Nature, which is one with Cen- 

tral.falt Nitre and alfo the. Magical Sohs for it u- 

‘nites tothe Center with a wonderful Fermentative 
Power: Now this Spirit of Mercury or Mercurtal 
Fire and Oyl, is by 4rtepbias not improperly call- 

ed the Vinegar of Mountains, and by Paracelfus 

the moft fharp Metalline Acetum ; for it performs 
that which common Fire could never do, vit. 

diffolves the Body in Prefervation of the Form, 
and brings it to a Spirit, to be exalted aloft in the 

Air, where Coeleftial Purity, and the ‘firengthening 
“Multiplicative Vertue is; that Spirit, will again 
return to and unite with the Body, which Cir-— 

culation is continued till the Univerfal Mercury, 

has extraéted the univerfal Sulphur, and then is 

‘it truly and properly called the Cércwlatum Ma- 
jus, or Alchabeft, as thou pleafeft, the Name be- 

ing proper to the Elixerit felf, as may be plainly 

difcerned from the foregoing Paffage of the faid 
Author, where he tells you, that when it has o- 

yvercome its Like, it becomes a Medicine for the 

Liver, excelling all other Medicines; and towards 

theend Adds, Verily fhould the Liver it felf be 

broken or diffolved yet this ftands in the place 

ofthe whole Liver, no otberwife than if it had never 

been broken or diffolved as aforehinted: So that 

the Medicine (from the Authors own Words, ) 

by which the Liver is Cured is nq other than Mer- 

‘eury Prepared, Sublimed, Vivified into a new 
Life ; and having pafled the gates of Death comes 

to be united into atwofold Life , Terreftrial and 

‘Ceeleftial, and fo becomes that Medicinal, Tinéture, 
which is atrue Emblem of Man’s Spiritual Refto- 

ration, andisina far higher degree of Perfeétion 

than this Circulated Salt can be conceived to be 5 

feeing it may be fe highly exalted, as to be 

brought to an Elixer of Spirits, which ina Mi- 

: nute 
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nute penetrates the Center of Bodies, being az 
Perfeét Concatination of an Incombuftible fire: 
and, light, which will admit of an endlefs Multi-- 
plication, being each time advanced in Vertue,, 
Power and Spirituality ; fo that it becomes a Me-. 
dicine not only fot Man, but alfo for Metals, ma-. 
king them both Perfeét and Permanent, the which 
this wrathful Lzquor cannot perform. 


For this great Magiftery hath in it the Exalted 


Vertue and Univerfality of Light, a Quinteffence — 
or Medicine of the higheft Purity in che three. 


Kingdoms of Nature, Animal, Vegitable or Minerals 
therefore may be properly faid to be a Medicine for 


the Liver, this being a Member or Part; which fo 


much Concerns the Life of man <,Now this will 
manifeft it felt here a Medicine above all Medi- 
cines in order to reftore firm Sanity; And that 


it may be yet more plainly conceived, that. Para-~ 


celfus {poke concerning the Phitofophers -Tindure, 


I will quote the Words of the famous Arabian 


Prince Gebér in his 4th Book Chap. 11. There 
is a Medicine ( fays he ) of a twofold Nature 
of the third order, yet but one in Effence and. 
manner of working ( afterwards cunningly adding), 
there is notwithftanding an Addition of a Ci- 


trine Colour’d Sulphur, which is perfeéted by a_ 


moft. clean fubftahce of fixed Sulphur: Behold 


how its like is overcome after the firft Prepara- , 


tion This plainly, fhews thatthe like, which is to. 
be overcome, is ‘the very fame, that Paracelfys 


{poke of, as 1 have experimental Reafon to believe: - 


This from the Teftimony of Dorneus.and Ludovi~ 


cus de Comit. is alfo confirmed to be that. of the.’ 


great, Elixer, 


Concerning its Spirituality, I fhall add a Paffage 
or two more for the greater. Confirmation of 
of what is here faid: Bafil Valentine, (in his laft 
Will and Teftament and Allegorical Expreffons 

. (Pag. 
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“( Pag. 247.) between the Holy Trinity and the - 
_ Philofophers Stone,;) Compares his Mercury. to God 
. the Father, as being a Spiritual Body and the Pbi- 
tofophers. Sulphur or Gold to God :the Son} who is ~ 
God’ and Man, which Suipbur muft dye and: rife 
again for its Brothers and Sifters fake, being then 
&@ glorious Body, redeeming and Tinging them to 
‘Eternal Life: and--when thefe two. comé: together 
faith he, they are called\ Mercury’ Duplicate 3 from 
whence proceeds our thifd Subftance, which is our 
Glorified. and fixed So/, the Philofophers fione, or Spi- 
ritual Effence of the Pbilofopbers, called’ the Triune 
Stone, proceeding from Two, Water and Spirit, 
Animal and Vegitablein the Mercury and the Mi« 
neral = living Sulphur .of So/, which ate Three, - 
Two, and yet but One. :: Now obferve, this Authors 
Mercury Duplicate is the fame [Like,} with that of 
Geber and Paracelfus, which the Mercury will over- 
come, and then it becomes the Medicitie or Alcha- 
bef f{poken of; inghefone! 


» Thus having giver you fome Account and Reafon, 
of the Names impofed by Authors on this’ Liquor, 
I fhall now come to give you fome Reafoi for our 
Additional Name, viz. Trifertes Sagani, which is as 
Proper a Name, for this Léquor,as any given by thé 
Adepts, it being Spirits born in and Predominant 
over the fire, nay it inhabits the fire, even that fire 
that hath Power to diffolve the four: Elements and 
Reduce them to its own Nature of Univerfality, — 
Now this Liquor being thus Prepated is a Com- 
Pleat Key to the Medicinal Art, and doth open the 
Treafury of Medicines in the three Kingdoms of Na- 
ture, in a way fuccedeanous to nothing but the great 


Elixer; : 


But feeing the ufe of this Ligior is manifold and. 
vatious and will require a whole Chapter, 1 fhall 
omit {peaking of it here and refer you to the next¢ 
where its vertues are fully fhewns and come alittle to 
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confider.the Exercife of a laborious Searcher, which he: 
meets withal in his fearch: The firft Exercife is to) 
come to the knowledge of a true SubjeGt Matter which 
is very difficult : for the Philefophers Words concer-- 
ning it are fo obfcure and hidden, and the Matter: 
Involved in fuch Tropes and Metaphors, that it re-- 
quires a: more than ordinary help to come to a! 
right underftanding to diftinguifh rightly and! 
truly and genuinly what the Matter is, which beyond | 
ail, Controle is candidly done in thefe Sheets. 


The fecond’ Difficulty that the Labourer meets; 
withal, is todiftinguifh between true Books and thofe : 
which are falfe.and Sophiftically Written, which in- 
deed is a Labyrinth, equally as difficult as the 
former concerning the Matter ; For a falfe Author’ 
is lke a’ wrong Guide upon a Journey, for if im the: 
beginning.of the’ fame, “He goes but a few fteps: 
in a wrong-Path, and then follows the fame, may 
in the Conclufion be led clear contrary to his defign- | 
ed end 5 and indeed it is of greater Confequence 
in fearch,. becaufe there -is few» or none to be: 
met within all our Courfe, that can direét to the 
right way: Now there is in Scripture a Curfe pro 
nounced on all thofe, who put the Blind out of his 
way, which Curfe will take hold ‘on all thofe Sophi-' 
ftical Writevs, in that thereis no BlindnefS greater. 
than the Spiritual Blindnefs, whether in things: Na~*" 
tural or Divine, and: therefore: *tis\a very: great’ 
difficulty to diftinguifh them afunder; which being? | 
done the faife are to be: fhun’d» as much as the 
Devil himfelf, who is the Author of all Im? 
pofture. sei. | | riiissyy 


A Third Difficulty is after you diftinguifh Au- 
thors, to come to fome knowledge and Under- 
ftanding ofthe ‘true, concerning the Scope and 
Intention of their Writing, both as to ‘Theory 
and Practice; which indeed is -a Difficulty? fur- 
mounting the former, former for thefe Reafons: 
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‘The firft is their ‘Circumlocutions “and large De- 
{criptions of things when as indeed it may be com- 
prehended in little Compafs; the fecond is their 
Multiplicity of Repetitions of one and the fame 
thing, only with fome variation of Words, only 
toamufe the Reader : The third js by fuch volu- 
minous Writings they have the more: room and 
Liberty to Confound their Operations, fpeaking ~ 
of one thing where they ought to fpeak of ano- 

ther 3; by which Prepofterous manner of Writing 
the Searcher can’t. fail of being bewildred 3 this is 
not a Fault about the Operations only, but alfo 
about the time of the Operation, which caufes A- 
bundance of difficult Thoughts inthe Operator, 

and makes him many times think thofe things con. 
cerning Time, which are neither Probable in © Na- 
ture, nor poffible forArt to perform: For what is to 
be gathered from the moft concurring Writings 
of them allis, that the Matter can’t pafs the firft 
Diffolution in le(s than five Month and the riper 
and higher Matters are carried, the fooner and fhor- 
ter will an Operation be , for in Conclufion it may 
be brought tothe Work of a Months, then of 
a Week, and laftly ofa day, which Operations be- | 
ing mifplaced caufe this Error; for there is great 
differnce between that Operation, where there is 
ripe ferment and that where there is not; for ’tis 
very difficult to bring bread to rife without Yeaft. 


' Now the laft and moft Principal difficulty of all 
is, the want of Subfiftance or Money of your own 
to carry on your fearch and Labours 3 for tho’ you 
have never fo much Knowledge and have overcome 
all the other difficulties, yet. without money to 
build Furnaces, buy Glaffes and Convenient veffels, 
and Coals, you can’t go forward with your Opera- 

tions 3 I make no doubt but this was the ftate of 
the Cleine Boer, and of that Worthy and famous 

Count Bernard Earl of Trevifan, to detain him three 
years from the Poffeffion of the Magiftery atter 

3 Gi2 he 


bo a a See leg 


| (44 ) | 
he had the'true Knowledge of it , and ’t hath beers 
the Cafe of many a Worthy Artift, 1am fure it hathh 
been very often mine; which’ is the moft difficult: 
and deplorable Cafe of all, having a large Familyy 
and, their fubfifting while you are‘in fearch, for -itt 
- requires the whole man, and fo takes him from alll 
other bufinefs, and. if he makes a Friend, he is ob-- 
~ ¢ain’d with the greateft of all difficulties; for you 
muft firft difcover your Subje&t3 fecondly your O-- 
perations 3 Thirdly the Time, as to the two-for- 
mer, let him’be. never fo ignorant, he mult be:thee 
Judge, and if he does not like it, you-then loofee 
sboth your Friend and your Art toboot; and indeecd 
tis very difficult when a man goes about fuch é2 
thing to know who is Qualified for it, or what uftt 
he will make of it when obtained: And as to thee 
time, he is very nice in it, if he do except of youn 
Propofals, and to have an Operation performec< 
to every Pundijio ; and if it is not you muft expedh 
~ Reprimands, and fometimes the lofs of your Friend! 
who, lying as it were, on a Bed of eafe, little knows: 
the hardfhip, Fatigues, Labors, Lofles and Diflapo- 
pOintment, which the Artift fuftaines and is fubjeéé 
-' t0s neither indeed dares he to open the fame for 
fear left they fhou’d become his Enemies; thefe: 
things being rightly Confider’d may be reafon fuft 
ficient to. deterr many a Worthy Labourer from 
his Search; tothe great lofsand Detriment of Art?! 
That none of thefe, or fuch like difficulties mayy 
bethy Portion, O Reader! is the defire ;of him), 
- who fhall Conclude this Chapter with his ‘Weil-wii 
fhes to every Sincere Searcher after Art. . 
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CHAP. VY. 


The Uje of the Liquor Alkaheft, Circu- 
- latum Minus or great Hilech of Hel- 
mont and Paracelfus. 


TX this Chapter, I fhal! come to fhew you the 
Ule of the Circulatum minus, Liqour Alchaheff, 
or Sal Circulatum of Helmont and Paracelfus in dif- 
folving Univerfally all fublunary Concretes into 
their firft Matter, none excepted, for nothing op- 
pofes it, but its Compeer or Water, andthe Cen- 
tral heart, of Mercury; theone deftroys, it, and 
the other remains untouch’d by its A€tivity s 
for all other Beings are fo Effentially diffolved, as 
that they may be brought over the Helm, in 
their true Effences; nay by Cohobation they 
may be reduced to an Elementary Water; there- 
fore for the good and Benefit of Mankind, I could 
be heartily glad that the excellency and Utility 
of this Menftruum, were better known, fince Hel- 
mont, Paracelfus and Starkey, put fach Noble En- 
comiums on it: for as the firft of thefe fays, 
‘In Nature there is but one Fire, which is our con- 
Auming Vulcan, none other partaking in Virtue and 
Quality with it, all the true Adep#é have an unde- 
niable Proof of, which indeed is far more power- - 
ful than any Common Fire, for what will re- 
main there, as unconquerable, is by this Liquor 
deftroyed and Altered radically and fundamen- 
tally ; the Mechanical Pra&ife with it is thus. 


Let this Liquor or Fire be diftilledfrom any Metal 
foft and Imperfeét, and it doth at firft or fecond 
time leave them ina fufible Subftance like Wax, of . 
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which the Sulphur or Tin&ure is diffolvable inthe 
_ beft Spirit of Wine, and from the. refidue (being | 
kept three days in a vaporating heat) Mercury: 
quick and running may be feparated, the fame: 
~may he done in harder Metals, yea, in Perfeét Me-- 
tals, in alongertime, by oftner reiterated Coho-. 
bations. 


“But this Fire being once diftifled from Mercury: 
Vulgar, it leaves it Coagulated and Fixed, fo that 

it willendure.the Teft of Saturn: It’s left {pungi-- 
ouslike to a Purmice-ftone but heavy like Turbith 
Minerale, brittle and therefore without difficulty: 
Pulverifable, which then Cohobated with Water,, 
diftilied from, Whites of Eggs it caules that di-- 
ftilled Water to ftink, but becomes of the Co.. 
lour of the, beft.Coral, whence its denominated. 
Arcanum Coralinum. | 


This Fire.if it be diftilled from any Gem or’ 
Stone fubtilly Pulverifed, it turns intoa meer Salt: 
ofequal Weight to the Gem or Stone ; Pearts it: 
refolyes. into a Milk, which is their firft Ens 3 fo, 
alfoCrabs Eyes (as they are Vulgarly called, being 
otherwife no Eyes; but Stones found in the head. 
of the Crab,) and ail Vegitable Stones, as Peach. 
ftones, Date-ftones, or the like. 


,In.a.Word, this Fire or Liquor refolves all Ve- , 
getables,; Animals.and Minerals, into their firft | 
Ens,.and in.fuch .Concretes as Contain.in them 
Heterogenities,. it:doth difcover and fever ¢ that 


it makes feparable ) the fame. 


But obferve, this diffolution is not perform’d like 
that, which is made withthe Mercury of Philofopbers 
for that diffolves Bodies by way of Generation, . 
but this by way of Deftruétion, in that it fepe- 
rates between the Central Mercury, and Sulphur of | 
Bodies, and altho’ they are very prevalent as to Medi- 
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tines, yet arethey totally bereaved antl’ divefted 
from any generative Power 3' fo that “twill be in 
vain for any to expeét, Generation therefrom, fees 
ing the Liquor it felf is prepared by the way of 
Wrath; and foit diffolves Bodies; therefore called 
Ignis Gebennas the Fire of Hell; but the Medicines 
prepared by it furpaffing others, I fhall give you 
fome Particular Examples of it, firft of fuch, .as 
are of an Inferior Rank, as to Preparation, and 
then of thofe more difficult and Noble. 9) © 


Now for {mall Experiments and for the. more 
ready ule of the <Alchabeft, ’tis good to provide 
your felf of Convenient Veffels, as fmall as Egg: 
glafles, thick and ftrong, with fhort Necks, wide | 
mouths,andGround ftoppers exactly fitteds alfo fmall 
Retorts with Ground ftoppers, which may ferve 
both for digeftion and Diftillation; but for great 
Experiments and larger quantities I advife you to 
ufe my hard Metal Jugs made fizable with very long 
Necks,well tryed which is by putting them into aPaif 
or Tub of Water within two Inches upto the mouth 
then blow your Breath, if there be any Air hole, the: 
Water will Bubble, then not fic for ufe: Thee 
ferve for Digeftion, Diffolution, and alfo Diftillati- 
on, becaufe you may work them’either ftanding 
upright, or lying down, as your occafion fhall re- 
quire ; being thus provided with Veflels you may 
begin your Solutions firft on Vegitables; Which 
it does Refolve into their firft liquid Matter, di- 
ftinguifhing in them. all the Heterogenities by 
feveral Colours, and diftinét places, one above a: 
Rother in which Refolution there always feats it 
felf ina Diftiné&t place a {mall Liquor, Eminently' 
diftinguifhable from the reft in Colour, in which 
the Crafis of the whole Hearb, Tree or Seed, doth: 
refide : in which Retrogradation of the Concrete, , 
by this way of Diffolution, there’ is no lefs of Ver- 
tue, but an Exalting of the fame by many degrees: 
only whatever virulency is in the Crude Concrete,’ 
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by this Operation is wholly extiné, with a Pree. 
fervation notwithftanding of all the fpecifick Ver-. 
tue, appertaining to the Concrete in its fimpliv- 
citys eg 
And furthermore *tis to be obferved, you mayy 
diflolve all Herbs into their Principles, liquidi 
without Sediment, of which part will ‘be unétiouss 
and fat, efpecially in Trees, Gums, Seeds and ma-- 
ny Roots 3 and part Aqueous in which the Volatiles 
Salt of the Concrete will appear to the taft, the: 
Liquor with its own Oyl you may Circulate intop 
an Effential Salt, which is indeed the firft Ens off 
the Concrete 3 but if you would have things done: 
in a Iefler time, make your Diffolutions jn ai 
ftronger heat, and diftill over your Liquor withi 
the diflolved Bodyin a due fire, fo will the Oya 
linefs be wholly turned into a Saline Spirit, which: 
in: a diftillation by Bath will come over in various; 
Colours the Crafis feperating it felf from the: 
Flegme ( both by Colour, Taft aud Smell, as alfoy 
by its Time of Coming over the Helm diftinguith-- 
able) and your Liquor left behind at bottom, as; 
much in quantity, and as Effeétual in virtue, asi 
before ; as for example, This Work does happily’ 
fucceed with Bawm, or any other vegetable which is) 
better dry than Green) which being only Macerated 
fome hours ina gentle warmth, you will fee it. 
fo diffolved ia fach a wonderful manner, that you , 
cannot fufficiently admire the Effeét; the Alkaheff | 
being feparated from it (or brought over according 
to the former direétion) out of Bawm you have a 
Noble Cordial for the heart : and thus out of He- - 
lebore you may obtaina Noble fpecifick againft 
the Gout, Aypocondriack Melancholy , Calentures. 
and Deliria’s in Fevers: out of Colocynthida an ex 
cellent Febrifuge 3 and out of Cedar an Ess for 
long life: For which take the Wood Cadar 3iiij 
of the Diffolvent an equal Proportion and digeft 
twenty four Hours, and it will be wholly djffol- 
‘ | ved 
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ved in’ the Confervation of even the very fimé 
Odour, the Liquor being feparated, it will freely 
diffolve in Spirit of Wine, or if you fir diffolve 

» them in Spirit of Wine, ‘the Liquor will diffolve 
with it ; digeft and draw off the Spirit: of Wine, 
and then you may diftil offthe dlkabe® with the 
Effence of the Concrete, and {eparate them, as 
you have been dire&ted; Obferve the Diffolution 
‘of this for long Life,'muft be in a gentle heat 
‘Tike that of the Sun in’ the’Spring and after that 
digefted in a like heat till the Oy! and Water be 
united intoan Effential Sait: 1 thould advife all 
Vegetables to be prepared in the like Nature, 
if you defire, to have their Eminent  Verti 
without lofing thofe peculiar Excellencies, . which 
depend on the[Vita ultima of the Concrete » Other- 
wife a {peedier Preparation makes the Medicine 
no lefs Effeétual for Curing Difeafes, tho’ lefs po- 
werful as to long Life: out of Myrrh, Alloes 
and Safron, an Excellent ‘Antiheétical Medicine, as 
alfo againft Lypothymy’s, Deliquia’s, Convulfons 
and Palfes. ‘Thus much for Vegitables, I fhall 
now give you a fhort Survey of Stones, Pearl and 
Coral, and laftly of Minerals: Tho’ I muftcon- 
fefs by the way, that if your Liquor does radically 
diffolve a charcoal, it is ascertain a fign, that it is 
€rue, asif it diddiffolve Gold it {elf ; for accor 
ding to Helmont, the Work fucceeds well upon 
Charcoal ; but ’tis admirable to fee how the O.- 
perations will be changed and varied according to 
the Degree of Fire, and diuturnity of digeftion, 


__Take of the Stone Ludus, in Subtil Powder, and | 
of the-Diffolvent ana, Q. V, digeft twenty four 
hours then diftil, and *twill be converted wholly » 
into a Salt, which being Calcined will ina cold 
Moift Air eafily run p. deliq: which wil! cers 
tainly Cure the Stone with all its Attendants. 
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Take of Pearly, what quantity you pleafe s and 
of the Liguor, equal Proportion, which being there- 
in Immerged, ‘twill diflolve into a Mucilage (a 
gentle Maceration of fome hours preceding ) Re- 
folvable in Spirits of Wine. The fame may be 
done on Crabs Eyes, but fooner : ’Tis an. excel- 
jent Medicine, for comforting, the heart, giving 
ftrength to the very Marrow, and Bones : Coral 
fo diffolved is aMedicine that reftores fenfe to thofe : 
bereaved of it, Comforts the Brain, Memory’ 
and Heart, expelling fadnefs and Melancholly, and 
making, a chearful and healthy Conftitution. .. 


 Obferve with this Léiquer you muft ufe no acid. 
Spirir, or Salt, or Correfive of what fort foever.. 
For wherever fuch things are ufed, as Mediums: 
whether for Mercury, or any other, they. muft be: 
well wathed off and made fweet beforethe A/k4-- 
bet is put on 3 therefore in Sulphur fine Flowers: 
are the beft: Of thefe;take ‘what quantity you! 
pleafe, of Léguor Equal Proportion Digeft for. the: 
fpace of two days, and afterwards Cohobate twice: 
or thrice. they will come over the Helm in form) 
of-a very Red Oy], feperable from the Liquor by; 
a feparating Glafs: Excellent in the © onfiumptiowy, 
Coughs, and the like 5 tis not only, a Prefervar- 
. tive of Man’s body but alfo of Beer Wines andl 

other Liquors. Py 2athy ed 


If: you Abfira&t this Liguor from the Calx, of! 
Lead, twenty four. hours digeftion being premir 
fed ; you will have the Lead fo Referated unlocked 
or opened, as that in Spirit of Wine, "twill. eafilyy 
let go its Sanguineous and {weet Tinéture;: whichi 
is the Magiftery of Lead, and an Excellent Mee 
reat for all burnings and Jnflamations. whags 
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“Take of the Flowets of Antimony, fublimed 
with 5a? Armoniack and dulcified, or of the <Alco- 
bol of Antimony, which is better, one Ounce of the 
Liquor Alkabeft thrée Ounces, put them into a 
Retort, and digeft fix hours, at furtheft then ftill off 
the Diffolvent, and you will have a true Medici- 
ne, Which Infallibly Cures the Dropfy. 


ay ake. of Precipitate very well edulcorated, 
made after what manner you pleafe, one Ounce; 
of the Diffolvent two Ounces, atid having been 
digefted 24 hours Diftil, and you'l have a. fix’d 
Precipitate, working by ftool, fweat and Urine, 
a certain Remedy for the Leprofy, fiarvy, Kings- 
Evil, Gout and Pox, ; 


‘Take of the Caix of Gold one Ounce , of the 
Liquor two Ounces $ digeft ina Viol with a long 
Neck ( or one of the Egg-glafles, before defcribed 
which is better ) for three days, or until ic. will 
give forth no more Tinéture} then pour off all 
that is diffolved into a Retort, and with a gen- 
lé Fire draw off the Liquor, and you’l find thé 
Gold diffolved in the Bottom of the Retort, 
Which you may either diffolve in Spirit of Wine, 
or let ruin the Air p. deligs and you have a 
true Aurum Potabile: The fame Procefs is to. be 
obferved in Silvér, - 


Another 3 Take Gold Calcitied into fine Atoms, 
or Laminated into thin Leaves, one Ounce, of 
the Liquor Alkabeff three Ounces put them into 
a Retort with aground ftopper, and {let them 
remain in the heat of a gentleBath a few ddies, or 
until the Gold be diffolyed without Sediment, 
the Liquor then being diftilted from it, leaves it in 
the form of a Salt fufible which Cohobated often 
with the Liguoy, is made Volatile, and cotnes o- 
ver in two Liquors, White and Red; the Red 
is the Hematine Tintture, and the WHite may be 
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reduced into. a White Mercurial Body, ; after the: 
diffolving Liquor is feparated from the fame.: Thus: 
Gold the King of Metals, of Nature moft fixed! 
in Corrofives, Teft and Cuppe! enduring all kind| 
of Martyrdomes without the leaft diminution,, 
eyen the moft exquifite Tryal of Vulcan, is by thiss 
‘Liquor oc Fire, wholly maftered and Conquered! 
fo as to be brought into its Mineral Es, which 
is the.higheft Preparation of Gold, that can -be: 
made. by..means ,of this  Ligyor, being its: 
Fifth Effence, and is of Power. to cure the. moft! 
deplorable Difeafes, to which the Nature of Mami 
is fubject 5 but the Magiftery of Gold,. which iss 
the Arik Preparation of it, by means Of this Lt= 
quor, isa moft eminent Medicine againft all Ma-- 
lignant Feavers, the Peftilence, Palfies, the Plagues 
ce. - In the like manner you Prepare the Fifth Ef- 
fence of Silver; but this following Medicine, is e-- 
qual if not fuperior, to either, 


The Sweet Oyl of Venus Take of the beftt 
Danzick or Roman Vitriol, and Calcine it till it bee 
throughly wafted in the Fire what will. waft 
then dulcifie the Colcothar with diftilled Raim 
Water, and dry it very well, to the Vitrio/ thuss 
prepared, add of the Fire or. Liquor, equal Partss 
for it willbe diffolved eafily and Friendly, diftill 
off your Liguor, and pour it back agains and thuss 
Cohobate it at the leaft 12 or 1§ times, fo willl 
all the Body of the Colcothar be brought overt 
the Helm, in form of a Green Liquor; digeftt 
this fame in the gentle heat of a Bath, for aboutt 
a Month and then diftil it in a flow Fire, fo willl 
the whole Metalline fubitance of the Venus, comeé 
ever, leaving the Liquor below in the Retort, its 
its.intire Pondus and Virtue: To this Liquor 
or Spirit put an-equal quantity of fal Armontack, dif: 
folved in as much Water as will diffolve it, {0 
“fhall you feparate the Green Liquor froma Whitee 
Sediment, which White Sediment, will give < 
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‘White Metal, as fixed as Silver and wil! abide the 
Teft of Saturn ; but yet formally diftin from Silver 
which thou (if a Philofopher) fhalt eafily perceive 
however as good toa Metalurgift as the beft Silvers 
the green Liquor dry up in a Viol Glafs, by eva. 
porating all the Moyfture, for its the Sulphur cf 
Venus, mixed with the fal Armontack, by which 
(Note that ) it is fixed fothatit will abide all 
Fire, this Sulphur extract with the moft pure 
‘Spirit of Wine, which will diffoive it, leaving the 
fal Armoniack, diftil away then from it (thus dif 
folved ) your Spirit of Wine, and you have left 
avery fragrant green Oy] of Venus, which is its 
Sulphur Effenfificated, by thefe Operations, as fweet 
to taft as the beft Honey, than which Nature’ hath 
not a more Soveraign Remedy for moft ( not to 
fay all) Difeafes: this is the true Ne penthe of Phi- 
lofopber:, caufing certain Reft, and aflwaging all 
Paines, but ever after fleep leaving the Party either 
-ofibly amended (in more violent and diuturnal 
_. feafes) or quite well in the lefs rigid Maladies ; 
Thus alfo from Lapis Hematitis and fpelter may 
be had Noble Medicaments, alfo from the Sul- 
“phur of Antimony, and more efpecially from 
: Commo Mercury ; for if you Cohobeate the Liguor 
fo long tillits body is breught over and proceed 
jn all things as in the Sulphur of Venus, you have 
a Medicine that will effeét whatever can be dc fired 
by either Patient or Dottor. 


Thus having given youa fhort Landskip (as it 
were) of this Liquor, 1 fhall here pafs ic by at 
Pprefent, and Conclude. 
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Philofophical Epiftle, 
Difcovering the Unrevealed Myftery 


_ of the three F 1 R ES of the 


H OU indefatigable Defirer of the My- 
fteries of Nature, couched in Silence by 
the Ancients, in Commiferation to thee 
ie I have here drawn up fome Jdeas, which 
in praétice will remain as a Touch-ftone to all the 
true Defirers of Alchymy. 


«And therefore aiming chiefly at thy Good and 
Benefit, 1 fhall not ufe any flattering. Elecutions 
to perfwade thee into a good Opinion concern- 
ing what is here Written, it being not the cu- 
ftom of Philofophers to ufe them in a Science fo 
fublime 3 as well knowing that I have Candid- 
ly written the very Truth, by which I have be- 
neficially, and I hope fatisfaétorily informed. fich 
as are worthy fearchers after this Myftical Science; 


the very Mother of all others, 


" And+as this is defigned as an Epitome of true 
Prattice, I fhall without:any Circumlocutions or 
Allegorical Speeches, ‘demonftrate the ‘ruth ina 
Modeit, Cabaliftical Stile ; hoping thereby to vail 
es % 
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it from the unworthy, yet at the fame time to give 
free Entrance to the Adopted Sons of Hermes, and. 
‘tis requifite that it fhould be -fo delwerd, it be-- 
ing the foundation of that.Cabaliftical Wifdom,, 
which contains the Secrets of Nature, and the: 
moft principal Part of that fo highly efteemed off 
by the fews, Chaldeans, Perfians and Ancient Greeks,, 
and many other Chriftian Cabalifts of other Na-- 
tions 3 for as I faid even now, it is the Motherr 
of all Natural Art and Science, to which Paracel-. 
fus, Sandivogius, Philalethes, and many others ex-- 
prefly agree. | 


We fhall make firft a Theorical, and then a Pra-- 
ical Inveftigation concerning the beginning off 
this Cabaliftical Wifdom, Firft, Theorically it iss 
affirmed, That this fecret Science was by Divine: 
Infpiration deliver’d to the Ancient Jews, andi 
more particularly to Mofes with the Law, as welll 
the Natural as the Divine, as fome of the He-- 
brew Rabbies do aflert in General: But others off 
them were of the Opinion, that it’ was four timess 
reveal’d from God to Mankind s fome faying, thatt 
Adam had a perfett knowledge of it in Paradife s: 
others, that it was reveal’d to him by way off 
Requital, after he was put out of Paradife, andi 
’ that at a time, when Melancholily contemplating: 
the lofs of that great Injoyments alfo to Mofess 
in the Buth, to Sojomon in a Dream, and to E/> 
dvas by the Angel. 

From hence the Jewifh Cabala had its Origi-- 
nal, and was by them highly efteemed in fucceed-- 
ing Ages one after another; but upon this I muftt 
make one Remark, which is, That to me ‘tis plaint 
to conceive, that the Art was as often loft, or elfe: 
what need was there of renewed Difcoveries ,, 
and there is a very good Reafon for it; for'thé> 
Praétical and ‘Natural part of this Wifdom was int 
thofe Ages, as they affirm, never written in Books, , 
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"but was delivered by way of Tradition from: one 
- ‘Generation to another, and that only among fuch, 
vasthey thought worthy. 


‘Now one principal Obftruétion of the fuccef- 
ful Exaltation of this Art, was the feveral Cap. 
» tivities which the Jews fuffer’d ; but Z/dras, that 
great Reftorer and laft eftablifher of this Art, 
being highly illuminated, having a knowledge of 
what was paft, and a fore-xnowledge of what was 
to come, viz. That Jfael fhould fuiter more Cap- 
tivities and Banifhment ; fearing God, and obeying 
the Angel, wrote two hundred and four Books, a- 
‘mongft which were feventy two of this Art, to 
opreferve it from the frailty of Human Memory; 
for according to Domina, de Nuyfment Trait, de ve- 
vo Sal, Phil, He Congregated all the Elders, in Num- 
ber feventy, where it was decreed, and that by God's 
simmediate Appointment and Command, that the Books 
of Divine Mpyfteries were to be made Publick, to be 
weak of all, but thofé of this Art were to be -deli- 
werd only to the Wife of the People; therein be- 
ing costained the vein of Underftanding, the Foun- 
tain of Natural Wifiom, and the Blood of Kaow- 
sledge. A 


Picus Mirandulanus, who was efteemed the Pha- 
mix of his'time for Learning and Knowledge, fays, 
vphat thefe are the feventy Cabaliftical Books wherein 
\Bfdras faid plainly the fountain of all Underftand- 
ving and Knowledge was contained, that is, the in- 
2efimable Theology concerning the Supreme Deity, the 

fountain of Wifdom, and the intire Metaphyficks of 

 dntelligences, the fiream of Knowledge, that is, the 

| -firmeft Natural Philofophy: And thefe mere had in 

“Sfuch veneration among the Jews, that none under forty 

“yearssof Age might touch ther 5, and further ( which 
p isto be admired ) in thefe Cabaliftical Dottrines were 
eontained fome beads of Chriftianifm, 
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It is the Opinion of Wife-men, that thefe Books 
remained till the Temple was burnt by the Ro- 
“man Army 3 whether fo or not is not my matter 
in hand, but only to point forth the Original, 
and alfo in »procefs of time the decay and vanifhy | 
ing of this Art from the generality of Mankind, — 
fo that many of our learned Chriftians in this’ 
day are far fhort of the Wifdom of the Jews, one 
efteeming it asa fabulous Story and idle Fiétion, 
as I fhall plainly fhew in my Amalyfis Chymica The- 
ologie Poetice, the other with the higheft vene- 
ration imaginable. | 


-From hence many Learned Men were of Opi- 
nion, That the Art fpread it felf from the Jews 
~to the other Eaftern-Countriess but for fome ef- 
fential Reafons, to this I can’t wholy affent: For 
Hermes, who was a Mafter of this Science, and 
King of Egypt when ‘twas the Garden of God, who 
lived, according to the beft Account we can ga- 
ther from Ancient Cronologers, before Mo/es’s time, 
and confequently before the Jews were a Nation ; he ‘ 
being the firft that taught Literature to Mankind, 
and having Penn’d many Books treating of the 
faid Science, ‘tis very probable that it might derive 
from him. 


But Parace/fus and others derive it from Adam, | 
and the Fathers of the firft World, who, as they | 
fay, fore-feeing the Deluge, eretted two Tables of | 
Stone, in which was contained the foundation of 
this Wifdom, one of which was found after the 
Flood in Armenia on Mount Ararat; hence. con- 
cluding that the Eaftern Countries from. thefe ob- 
tained their Knowledge, afirming that the Cha/de- 
ans ( of which Country was Abraham the Father of — 
the Jews ) and alfo the Perfians were great Ad- - 
mirers and diligent Searchers after the faid Art 5 
but where matters feem dubious, I fhall not. give 
my Reafons to anothers Opinion, well knowing, 

accord 


according to Scripture Teftimony, that God crea- 

“ted all Nations of one blood to dwell upon the 

Earth, and hath by his .fatherly Care and Di- 
vine Providence difiributed Knowledge, as Rivers 

of’ Water for the fervice of the whole Creations: 
foas the fore-cited Auchor Domin. de Nuy/ment* 

fays, The fountain of this Myftery [tes open to all, 

‘and that all who have fought fo as to obtain, have 

been Mafters of it, without refpett to Name or Na- 

tion : For, *tis very plain from the Books extant, 

that many large ftrewings are to be gather’d 

from the fage and Wife-men of all Countries and 

Nations whatever; therefore 1 fhall think it a 

Task too difficult for me to define, who were the 

firft Poffeflors, fo fhall pafs it by, and come by 

way of Remark and Obfervation concerning the 

high Eftimation, which the Ancient Poffeflors had 
Of it, vz. That it was a Jewel of too great Va- 
tue to be worn in the breaft of thofe of a mean 

Education, and only fit to be underftood by their 
Kings, Priefts and great Ones. But Blefled and 
Eternally praifed be the Great Everlafting God, 
who is no refpecter of Perfons, but all that tru- 
ly fear him of what Nation or Blood foever, are 
efteemed by him; and as our Blefled Lord faith, 
(asin the Spiritual, foin the Temporal) to the bun- 
gry Babes doth he reveal bis fecrets, 


Thus much may fuffice as to general hints of 
the Arts Original, I not regarding who were the 
firft Pofleffors of it, fo that *tis but now to be 
Poffefs'd ; and therefore fhall pafs on to deline- 
ate fome prattical Truths, in a way agreeable to 
thofe living Jdeas of Truth, which this Art car- 
‘Ties along with it: For I have great reafon to 
believe by a Praétical Knowledge of a Mineral 
Thaos or certain Matter, which in its felf is Uni- 
verfal and Copious enough for the Art to have 
its Original and Foundation from, that the Art 
is true and. eafy to be obtained by a Natural, 
peli) , B 3 Procefs, 
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Procefs, and to me ’tis very plain, that this is. — 
that one true Matter, which all the Ancient Phi- 
lofophers, none excepted, have as with one mouth) _ 
born Teftimony-to; who are fo conjunét, that, 
they differ not in the leaft point in the Matter, | 
or Modus Operandi thereon, even through Serzes of 
Ages, yet different both in Tongue and Nation, — 
which to me is one plain proof of its verity, 
and fo confequently high Ignorance to queftion 

_ its pofhbility. But feeing “tis not my Task to 
ufe many Arguments, in this fhort Epiftle, tocon- 
vince the Gain-fayer or Unbeliever, my defign be- | 
ing to lend an hand to the diligent, and inde-— 
fatigable fearcher after natural Verities only, and 
to let them know, that the knowledge of this) 
{ubje&t Matter is of fuch Importance, that ’tis the, 
very foundation on which Aermess Myftical Tem- 
ple is built; fo is the regular Proceeding there-.. 
on the main Hinge on which the Door of En-— 
trance movess it is by the. knowledge of thefe 
two firft fteps we come to the Fountain’s-head, 
and difcern thofe Rivulets, that run through the 
moft dark Caverns of Natures hidden Myfteries, - 
and by degrees fiream forth into thofe clear and. 
Chriftaline Waters, that open unto us the nature 
of all created Beings. 7 


Ah! then what great Pitty is it, that fo ufe- , 
ful and profitable a Science fhould be fo flighted, 
contemned and neglected ( by reafon of the dif- 
ficulty of its fearch ) and that even by men, that 
are qualified with outward Aquirements; feeing - 
that by it is to be difcerned, as Sandivogius faith,: — 
the growth and virtue of Created Beings, 7 


The many Clafhings that often happen about 
thefe Heads, I am very apt to think, proceed meéer- 
ly from the Non-knowledge of this Fountains for 
many are apt to form their own /deas of things, 
fo that Phanfy is become the Foundation of too 
te corm smartiny 5 Gk oii ee | pe 
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“much Theory extant; but I 


See Me, 


* 


would have no Theo- 


ty farther efteem’d, than as it is pradtically De- 
monftrable, that fo the Water might be drawn 
from the Fountain’s-Head, and not from the By-— 


be confirmed by Experience. 


Rivers of Tradition, which never was, never will 


There are too many, who in the. fubjeét Mat- 
ter of this Art, efteem of their own Notions and 
Conceptions, as Naaman did of Abana and Phar- 
par, the Rivers of Damajcus, faying, Are they not 
better than the Waters of J/raci/? when the Pro- 
‘phet Elifha bid him, go down feven times into 
“the River of fordan to wafh and be cleanfed of 
his Leprofy; this feemed too low, too mean for 


him; for ’tis faid, he was wroth and 
went away, and faid, J thought the 
Prophet would furely come out to me, 
“and frand, and call on the Name of 

the Lord his God, and ftrike bis hand 
over the place, and cure the Lepers 
‘not confidering that great Miracle 
“of its being performed by Simple 
“Water, nor knowing the Type of 
the Water of fordan, which figni- 
“fies the River of Judgment, thro’ 

which true cleanfing comes, it be- 
‘ing a Type of a more excellent full- 


So is our Sub- 
je& too mean 
and contemptible 
to the high No- 
tions of the Pro- 
cefs-mongers ; for 
1 know by Ex- 
perience, that 
{hould 1 reveal 
it, asi have done 
to fome, they 
would neither be- 
lieve nor regard 
ite 


“nefs. But however, he was prevailed upon by 
his Servant, who faid unto him, My Father, if 
the Prophet bad bid thee do fome greater thing, mouldeft 

thou not have done it s how much more then, when he 

faith to thee, wafb and be clean; Now Naaman be- 

.ing prevailed upon accordingly did it, and was 


” cleanfed. 


i, ig 


~ This I Inftance to fhew what a great eftcem 
“many have of their own Conceptions, as alfo that 
the fame Spirit of Ambition remains this day, 


efpecially in thofe, whofe Head is fill'd with the 
fei, B j 
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jdeas of things, although they may prove meerr 
dotage in Prattice, as Naaman’s would: Nay ,, 
what if I fhould fay, that there are too too ma-- 
ny, that are Elevated to a far greater degree off 


_Self-conceitedne(s; than he was, and fo are not toy 


y 
~ 


be prevailed upon by men of an inferiour Rank $5 
neither durft we ufe that familiar Language top 
them, as his Servant did to him, although advi-- 
fed to their own Intereft. Verily this feems to» 
ime a principal Reafon, why the Leprofy of Error: 
in this Art remains fo vifible at this day. 


And although (as before inftanced ) we have ai 
cloud of witneffes on Record, concerning the ve-- 
rity of this Art, and Nature’s Catholick Fountain: 
and Spermy-Watey, that generates all things in the: 
Fire, Air, Water and Earth, and principally by’ 
the activity of the two aétive Elements, vifibie to» 
the eyes of all Men; yet to fpeak of the Art of: 
Tranfmutation is a very ridiculous thing, and the: 
very name of Alchymy counted a Chimera, and 
the Students thereof (if they hit not the Nail 
on the Head the firft or fecond blow) are drawn 
forth with a black Coal of Infamy: fuch little 
confider with what difficulty and hardhhip many 
of the Ancients poffeffed it before us, ana through 
a great field of Errors obtained the Truth Nay, 
they fay that all erred in the beginning, and fo 


} 


leaye it as a Caution,. that the. true Labourer — 


Thould not be. difheartned, though he do Err, 
2c. for errando difcimus, by erring we. learn, 


But hoping that thefe lines may fall into the 
hands of fome, who may not only have a fence of - 


what I here Write, but alfo a fellow-feeling of 
my painfull and indefatigable Labours, as knowing 
that the Art is not obtained. at once, but by 


fteps$ and therefore will with me pitty the Ig- 4, 
_-horance. of the rafh and hafty Procefs-monger, 


an¢ alfo fmile at fuch before mentioned, who 
pat EO RE BE a a aa 
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dam uptothemfelves this Fountain, which is fo open, 
fo free, fo general that moft Men have it, and know 
it, even that fubject Matter, from whence the Wife- 
‘men obtained their Knowledge: And although ’tis 
thus open and free, yet I am very apt to think, 
that it will remain as a Fountain fealed, while 
the man of fin thus remains, and the work of 
Regeneration and Reftoration is fo little known. 
But paffing by this and much more of the like 
nature that might be faid, I fhall come more im- 
mediately to the matter. in hand, which is to 
to fhew that this Subject. contains all the Ele- 
ments, and all the principles in a fingle and com- 
pound manner ; for as it hath its Eaftern Magnet, 
or’ Chalybs found in the belly of Aries, which is 
a true Sulphureous Fire, coagulating § and ri- 
pening. the Compounds fo hath it its Weftern > 
found in the belly of Libra, where the fcale of 
juftice is, for it cafteth off all Corruptions; here 
muft thy Tent be pitched and fettled too, if e- 
ver thou intend to fee the Flux and Reflux of 
this Fountain or Sea, and I doubt. not, but I 
fhall fufficiently difcover in thefe Writings, and 
fhew the Sons of Wifdom, that I am not wholy 
ignorant of the Myfteries of the Ancient Philo- 
fophers, though as yet but a 7yro, being not in 
full Pofleffion, and ’tis ufual for fuch to fpeak more 
plain in any Science than a crafty Mafters there- 
fore mayeft thou perhaps find, ‘that in thefe fheets, 
which thou may’ft not. be able to gather from 
ali the voluminous writings of the Ancients Ex- 
tant, defigning it as a Journal of my Philofophi- 
cal, Theory and Praétice, | bh 7 


-. Having already plainly pointed forth the Mat- 
fer, I fhall now come to.lay down fome Rules by 
Which, the. Nature and Qualities of it may be the 
better difcerned ; ‘in. order .thereunto, » the: firft 
thing that I fhall offer is as follows, ftating ‘it 
@S an infallible Maxim in Philofophy, That if ever 
apy | the 
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she Artif expects to obtain an Univerfal Medicines, 
it muft be in, by and from fuch a fubje, as barkb 
not only alt the particular forms of Mineral Salts andd 
Sulphurs, as may by the hand of an Artift eafily bee 
Aemorfirated ; but alfo the Metallick ones too, togee- 
ther with the general form of Light, Heat, Motion 
and Aftral virtue, from whence the perfec Metalis 
receive their Beauty and Durability, even from am 
oyly and lightfome vapor of Salt, Sulphur and Mer-- 
cury, by which the particular body of Salt and Suli. 
phur 1s Animated, Enliven’d, Purified and Exalted, aas 
alfo truly Open’d, fo as to caft out all its corruptect 
Defilements, and to be brought to a nature wholljy 
Univerfal, by the Magnetick virtue of our Wefterra 
Mercury. ; ) 


This is the true beginning and foundation on! 
our Art; fortis impoffible for any thing to givee 
that, which it felf hath not, and therefore canp- 
not be attributed to any particular Species whatt 
foever, but to the great Fountain of Nature, e2 
ven that Catholick Salt, Sulphur and Mercury, whencee 
all things derive, in fecondary Caufes, their lifée 
and multiplicative virtue. , 


And to defcribe it more plainly, it is livingg 
Fumes, both Male and Female; the Male is a dryy 
and fulphureous Earth, naturally and artificiallyy 
prepard both fimple and compounds the Female 
is,a moift and living Vapour, a fpermatick andi 
feedy water, and the whole a myftical Emblem 03! 
the ancient Vapour, Myft, Hyle or Chaos, whencee 
the World by the ftupendous Art of the greant 
Artificer, even the Almighty God, was firft forma 
eds for in its Womb is contained the firft Eyut 
of ail natural Forms, yet unfpecificated: This was: 
from the foundation of the World, and will bee 
to the end thereof, the true and right begina- 
ning of this Myftical Science. 


Now? 


Now the firft neceflary Apparitions that are 
onftituted and do appear from the firft Chaos in. 
eparation are the Elements, vz. A fuperior Sper~ 
ny-water, and an inferior Saline one, which is 
\ir and Waters; Earths, Red and White, and a 
ixed Vitriolick Salt, and fharp Vinegar; thefe 
ontain Earth and Fire. Now the Inferior Wa- 
ers being, putrified and feparated from a Coagu- 
ating, Arfenical, Poifonous Salt, aad united with 
ts natural Spoufe the Salt of the Earth, then by 
Viftillation’ and Sublimation purified from a poi- 
onous Fume and Corrofive fixed Salt, which con- 
titutes a fecond Apparition in order to a For- 
nation of the body natural, which is an Union 
f the three Earths with the Spermy-water, and then 
idding the firft Menftruum or Fire, viz. the Vi- 
ieger and Mercury fublimate, produce, by means 
wf our Fire, by Digeftion, out of the United Wa- 
ers, the firft body of Earth and Fire, in whofe 
Womb is contained the firft receptacle of Tin- 
ture. For mark it well, our Fire is Sulphureous, 
yet. a living and volatile Earth, purified from all 
watry aquacity and earthy Races, and by fubli- 
mation brought to that eftate that anfwers the 
Artift’s end, even. to heat and warm the cold 
und feminine Matrix of Mercury, making it na- 
turaliy to throw off its Defilements. ‘This is a 
dry Water and yet a Fire, and Luke-warm Afhes, 
a..Green Lyon, a Houfe and Habitation of Tintture, 
the Governor of our Bathe that White, that Lunar 
Earth, which to this day from the foundation of 
the World hath remained undifcovered; this is 
that fat and dry water which was prepared by 
Medea, by whofe advice Fafon charm’d the Dra- 
gons of the Hefperian Gardens: And as it-is the 
Governor of the Bath, and the Conqueror of the 
Dragons, fo by it alone the oyl of the Lamp is 
gevern’d Clibanically, and without this heat the 
Artift muft fight a long times the reafon is 
fhewn by Sandivogiys, who fays, That Nature makes 
| ie ba the 


the Metals of Mercury alone by long decostion, but 
Art adds a ripe Sulphur, which makes a great Dine 
viation of the Work. For although tis a body,, 
yet ‘tis volatile in the nature of a Spirit, fo thatt 
it the more readily unites with Mercuries nimblez 
motion ; this is a volatile Suipbur out of a vola-- 
tile Mercury, which- carries on the work to’ itss 
firft Predeftination, in order to Perfeétion. “Thee 
practice of it is, to unite the dry and moift, viz.. 
the Sulphurous and Mercurial, and that in a Com-- 
plicate, yet fimple Compound Nature, fc. in aa 
double dry and double moift Natures the: firftt 
dryth is in the Earth Natural, the fecond in the: 
Earth and’ Fire Artifidials the firft Meifture ini 
the united Inferior Waters, the fecond in the Air... 
Now the moft dry and the moft moift are Male: 
and Female, which are aéted by an A@ive Spirit, 
which is in them all, but-is only manifeft by the: 
Union and Rotation of Elements, by cafting of a2 
Mineral Sulpbur into a Vegetable Mercury, by whichy 
they compleatly and perfectly purge each ‘other 5: 
fo that the whole work is but a rarifying of Wa-- 
ter into Air, and condenfing Air into Barth, andi 
to make Spirits bodies, and bodies Spirits again, 
which is effected by uniting the Centre to the Cir-- 
cumference, and by boiling Fire in Waters for he: 
that knows not how to weigh the Fire, that isto. 
fay, to know its true Pondus in the Compofition), 
of Bodies, as alfo to meafure the Wind, or ra-. 
ther know that Power that holds the Wind or | 
Air in its fift, fhall never know the right begin-: 
ning , and praétice in our Philofophy, which in-- 
plain Yerms is in the Balance of Libras for ag | 
the right fcale holds the weight of Fire, fo doth ° 
the left the weight of Air, grafping and fepara~’ 
ting the pure Air from the crude, which crude. 
Air muft never go into’ the Works for nature 
throws that off, as a voluntary vomit, being the, 
moft wild and uncondentible fume in the whole 
World... That aduft Sulphur contained ‘in the come 
buftible 
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jnftible Oyl, which was you to diftil or fublime, 
und feparate a Feces like Lamb-black from it, yet 
ft availes not as to our work, for nature alone 
muft perform it, for the feparation of the pure 
‘rom the impure is not by hands, but to be done 
py the ftone of Fire; thus.1 have fhewn in the 
irft Work what muft be feparated and what.muft 
‘emain, which brings me to the fecond Menftruum 
or Elixir. : a 


‘The principal way to attain to this is by the 
mowledge of the Green Lyon, which is that un- 
lean Menftruum, in the true preparation of which 
he whole Art confifts'; for in his Bowels alone 
s that fire, which is the key of the whole My- 
tery, and according to Pontanus, “tis equal, ’tis 
nineral, “tis continual, and evaporates not unlefs too 
much ftirred up; now this too much ftirring of him 
ip is a violent breaking of the Veffel, Houfe or 
Habitation, but if thou fhall be fo rafh, he may 
yy the force of his ftink at. once knock thee downs 
or Flamel {ays, The force of his ftink is able to 
ill every thing living, but adds, that the Philofo- 
her fmells not this fitnk, except he breaks bis Vef- 
el, which breaking of the Veflel is the fame with 
Dontanus’s too much ftirring up of the Fire, by 
which it evaporates and flies aways for as the 
ody contains the receptacle of the Golde, Tin- 
ture,.fo doth this that of the Lunar one; and 
though both the Mercury and the Gold grow 
1p together, and the body is calcined and made 
ack and unétuous, yet thefe two have no funda- 
nental Union in all the time of the flight of the 
fagles, which are feven or nine, for all this while 
he Green-Lyon is predominant, and all this while 
he chiefeft colour that doth predominate, is black- 
lS; for in this colour only is contained the 
King’s Royal Diadem, and the Magicians, Sol, Lune 
ind. Mercury. For you. muft know that Laton 
muft be whiten’d before it is taken out of its 
bic? : Womb, 
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Womb, for when ripe *twill give thee not onl 
a Lumar, but alfo a Solar Oyl. hey 


| 3 ¥ 
The Philofophers fay, the whole work is but tt 
extraét the Water from the Earth, and to returrt 
it to the Earth again; but in thefe words thenr 
is fomething very Myfterioufly to be underftoodd 
For if the Water or Spirit, that is putrified in thi 
Earth be not cooled by cafting it into the Wated 
and Air, by which ‘tis cleanfed, ’tis incapacitate 
to return to the Body; for as the fublimation Arr 
tificial carries off an Hydropical Water and’ filthn| 
Earth, fo doth this natural purifie the matrix co 
Mercurial Water in which ’tis fown, making ij 
likewife to caft forth a filthy Harth and Hydreo 
pical Water alfo. This is Artephius's body that coad 
gulates the Water into drinefs, as Runnet doth Cheefif 
out of the body in the Water ; the body being punt 
ged by Vinegar and Salt, and our fiery Dragon\ ba 
the juice of the vegetable Saturnia, they may @a 
gain be united by the Medivm of our dry Water ‘oa 
Philofophical Fire, Flamel’s firft Agent or Peacee 
maker: Bafil’s Sal Armoniack, which in page 155 
of bis Eluctdation, he fo much magnifies, bidding 
thee not to defpair of obtaining, and telling theee 
that it comes out of the Mine of old Saturn, 


Hence thou maift eafily difcern that there muff 
be Mediums between the ‘hot and the ‘cold, ‘thy 
dry and the moift, and is alfo the union. between 
the volatile and the fixed; for the body being 
formed in the Water by a body Spiritual, and 
Spirit Corporal, or out of a vitriolick ‘Water# 
and a Sulphureous Fume, they mix per Minima ine 
the Sulphureous Earths: But if they are not pers 
formed gradually, the body will lofe its Magnes 
tick Vertue, and fo will never be able to returt 
to a Spirit again; for if the body is not endus 
ed with a powerful attraétive Virtue, it can-nevebt 
be Animated, and if the Celeftial Spirit be nott 
' pure, 
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“pure, ‘the body will not retain it to profit, for 
‘they are nourifhment one to the other; the 
‘body fixing the Spirit, and the Spirit exalti 
the body with Celeftial Virtue, nay, that Cele. 
Rial airy life by which it was (although after a. 
more fimple manner ) firft formed, fo that here 
thou maift obferve, That that body is moft healthy 
afid durable, which is nourifhed and enliven’d by 
the more fimple food, fo called, as proceeding 
from the firft Evs of its own Being, fo is that 
Spirit that remains in its own habitation unti} 
ripe for it is that only, which gives ftrength to 
our Philofophical Babe, fo as to bring it to an 
Hero-like ftate of force and ftrength fufficient to 
diffolve the body: For the White and Female Dove 
will firft afcend, and that will go down and fetch 
up the Male, for ’tis by Regeneration and new 
Additions of Water, Spirit and Fire, that our 
third and Permanent Menftruum is brought forth, 
which is a white and incombuftible Oyl, taken 
when ripe as a Kernel out of the Shell. 


‘Here thot. maift ‘conceive (1 mean as to the 
outward ) that myfterious Doétrine of Regenerati- 
on; for the firft Body after it is brought forth, 
it muft be brought down to Death, by the Wa- 
ter and Spirit of the Prima Materia, and then it is 
raifed. a more glorious ones for doubtlefs fince the 
fail, the whole Creation groans under the bon- 
dage of Cofruption, as faith the Scripture: for 
duality being enter’d, it brings with it its impu- 
rities, and therefore may be aptly faid, there is a 
Body, that is from the Earth, Earthly; fo'there 
is a Spirit, that is more Celeftial and Pure; For 
Wt takes off the Adamical Corruptions,. I mean, 
a effeéts of the curfe for Man’s Tranfgreffion, 

Rerefcre muft the Body, like Naaman the Afjri- 
an be cleanfed of its Leprofy, by going {even 
‘times down into the Cabaliftical River of Fordan 5 
for according to Artephiw, the bard and dry 

: m 
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mit be put into the Water once for all, that is tev 
fay, there muft be no frefh matter, yet there mufti 
be frefh Water and Spirit, yea and Sulphureouss 
fire too; for he alfe adds, That im their Vinegarr 
of Mountains, there is one of Antimony, another off 
Mercury [ublimed, which adds to the body both Weighte 
Colour and Tindure, for tis the Spiritual Seed off 
this firft Male, that caufes a Fermentative virtue: 
in the Water, therefore if it tranfmutes fo muchi 
crude, what will it do when ripe. 


For this Operation in the Elixir is a reitera-- 
ted diffolving of the body into Water, and hath 
a volatile and fixed part, which F/amel comparess 
to two Dragons, one with and the other withoutt 
Wings ::The fixed Dragon is Sulphur, and the vor 
latile Dragon is Argent vive, bore up in the Wind,, 
one half draws downward and exalts Sulphur, the: 
other half. upward and exalts Mercury; now. by 
this circular Motion an incombuftible and perma-- 
nent Sulpbur is exalted. Hence °tis clear to con-- 
ceive why the Veffel muft not be open’d till ripes; 
nor the Fire go outs; by the Veflel you may un-- 
derftand that of Earth, and by the Fire the Spi-- 
rit, which alfo hath its Neft, to wit, the Bloods: 
For in this Neft are feven or nine Eggs, whicht 
~ 'Neft if broken, you never will hatch the Chickens §; 
for this Mercurial Water hath Power; not only toy, 
carry the Corruption from the circumference, but: 
alfo when’ truly exalted to feparate the fame from , 


the centre. <a 


Tis indeed no wonder that this Celeftial Spi-- 
rit or Spiritual Mercurial Vapour fhould fo cleanfe = 
thofe places through » which it pafles, as to tran-- 
flate from’ a Natural to a Supernatural State; fee- 
ing “tisithe Celeftial Spirit, that gives luftre.and | 
durability to all things. See am 


~~ 
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~ Therefore ( as Sandivogius faith ) the greater 
quantity of Vapour paffes through the Mineral Earth: 
he more 1s it cleanfed and fitted for perfe® Generan 
tton, which plainly points forth not only the fuccef- 
five fublimation into Spirit, but alfo a’ condenfati- 
on of the faid Spirit on the Body again: For as 
the Gold is dead, the Mercury is alive, and by this 
Animation the body is made living and exalted, 
as IT may properly fay by opening and thutting of 
the Chaos, &c. by means of our living Sulphur Mer- 
eury is Coagulated, and Latonx or the body of Gold 
exalted. , 


This Lunar Sulphur doth exalt not only the Mer- 
ury Simplex, but alfo Duplicatuss tor *tis the chaft 
Digna, born upon the Ifland Delos, which will be 
Midwife to her Mother Lagona to bring forth Apol- 
03 for ’tis his own Arrows by which the Water of 
he Deluge is in part dryed up, and the Serpent 
Python killed ; ’tis indeed the Philofophers fire e- 
yual to the Sun, that putrifies the Compound and 
lifpofes Sol. Now by So! you muff underftand the 
axed Body, which as yet hath no union with the 
spirit, and therefore will part with its fiery Dra- 
on, as Water will feparate from Land, the virtue 
f which Sulpbur the Spiritual Mercury will attract 
uid make it Quinteffential, and prepare the Soul 
or the Redemption of its Body, which is perform- 
od by the twofold Zaybeth, {c. the Spiritus Mundi 
ind Lunar Sulphur, which is volatile, and {pends 
ts ftrength in Conjuné@tion with the Sun, and 
herefore muft fhe every Month have her Light re- 
yewed ; and here the Philofophers are eafy to be 
inderitood, when they fay, their Water is more of 
sin tothe Sun than to the Moon, becaufe, it ftands 
a fo near Affinity to the Body, and would, if the 
lood were feparated, hecome one with an. infepa- 
rable Unity; by this you may know according to 
Artepbius, that the Operation is truly Philofophi- 
‘dl 5 for although the body is calcined and ee 
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black and unétuous, yet muft it retain its magne-- 
tick Virtues; for whoever fhall be fo vain, as too 
think to perfeét the great Elixir, and {ees not hiss 
Earth endued with this Property, is certainly im 
an Erroneous way, ard muft begin again: For ass 
the blood hath affinity to the Mercurial Water;, 
fo hath that Water to the Body; for according tas 
Bajfilius,.the fixed blood of the Red Lyon hath itss 
Original and Confanguinity from the unfixed bloodi 
of the Green Lyon, therefore are they near off 
kin, and will unite by bare digeftion, by the additiom 
of our Sulpbureous Fire, Vineger or Saline vitriolickk 
Water and Mercury fublimate. For thus the Sum 
and Moon muft be in Conjunétion to abfolve per-- 
feét Generation, which is done by fucceffive Anima-- 
tions, Cohobations and Rotations; for this Rea+- 
fon the body is often liquified in the Water, fopr 
the Tinéture comes not out all at once, but byy 
degrees, and ftill ripens farther and farther; fopr 
though the two firft Meuftruums do exalt and gee. 
nerate the body, and in good part purify it, yett 
have they not power to make a radical Diffoluti-. 
on, as doth our third perfeét and permanent Mez-- 
Struum, which is a Mercurial Oyl, which diffolvess 
Sol, as Ice in warm Waters. for it is the mo- 
ther of So/, from whence Sol was Generated, andi 
therefore it diffolves it in the prefervation of Form,, 
and germinative Virtue, which no other thing in 
the world will do. 

Now I fhall no longer deter thee from the: 
knowledge of this third Menftruum or Fire, marke 
well what I fay: It is drawn out of the fecond,, 
as Spirit from Blood, or according to Trevifan ags 
Oyl out of Water, which is Azoth out of the Elixir se 
and according to Artephius, "tis their Mercury dravoms 
from the Vitriolick Caverns and Red Servant, The 
Philofophers Water of May-dew, their invifible andt 
Divine Water, which is not feen till the Artift! 
pleafe, which muft not be till it become a per. 
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feet fruit, call’d Virgins Milk, without which there 
is io profitable fecret, either in Alchymy or Trahf- 
mutation, : 
, In vain therefore do the many pretefiders in ./- 
chymy boaft of their diffolving Waters or Menftruums, 
as they call them, for they have little proficiency in 
this Science, till Gold and Silver is made irreduci- 
ble, and fo its Light dnd Tin&ure. multiplied, fo 
as to comimunicate it to others, which can never be 
effeéted, but by the .true knowledge of this Foun- 
tain, from whence Light, Life and Tin@ture proceed; 
as being that only Catholick, and Univerfal Spirit, 
that forms bodies, and fupplies them with the afore- 
cited properties when formed ; and that thou maift 
the better know it, I tell thee, it hath not only 
this property in the Mineral Kingdom, but in the 
Vegetable and Animal alfo, which are not the pro- 
perties of vulgar Mercury, whatever Sophifters think 
in their fophifticating Proceffes and fily Amalgama- 
tions, but the General Mercury, that nourifhes all 
things: For although every Cla(fis, and every par- 
ticular body hath its own feed, by which its like 
is produced, yet the All-wife Creator hath ordained, 
that they all fhowld be nourifhed by one Spirit. 


°Tis upon this very Account, v7%. its Univerfali- 
ty, that (I make no doubt) it 1s faid, Adam brought 
it out of Paradife ; for if in the Generation of Man 
the vital power hereof fhould not aé& its Office, 
the Seed could never be brought to its Perfettion 
and as in Generation, fo doth it likewife lend its 
aid for continual Nourifhment and Prefervation. 
For as Sandivogtus fays, No mortal can live without it 5 
this is that which gives greennefs to Lawrel, anew 
life, I mean, the Multiplicative one toevery Species, 
Permanency to Gold, and by its Starry-fire a luftre 
to prétious Stones, and when Concentrated, Exal- 
ted and Prepared, Malleability to Gla{fs 3 concern- 
ing which you have a notable account of a famous 
CS 5 Artift, 
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Artift, who, mthe Reign of Tiberius Cafar; caufe- 
lefly loft his favour, or rather for the doing of that, 
which by others was counted impoflible, vz. the re~ 
ftoring a Porticu at Rome, for the which neverthelefs 
he was banifhed the City, €¥c. This Artift imploring 
his Pardon, prefented Tibertus with a Glals, which, 
whilft he craved his Pardon, the faid Tiberius threw 
againft the ground, and being bruifed and crufh’d, 
together, but not broken, the Artift by an Hammer ' 
brought it to its former fhape; whereupon Cafar’ 
asked him, Whether any befides himfelf underftood 
this Secret? He replyed, No. Where upon he: 
commanded his Head to be ftruck off, faying, That; 
if the Art of Malleable Glafs fhould be praétifed, it: 
would make Gold and Silver but cheap and inconfi-- 
derable things, vid. Wan’s Hiftory of Man. | 


This Spirit or rather the Soul and fiery virtue of! 
this univerfal Matter ftands in Harmony with the: 
great World, and confequently is the foundation ‘off 
that, which is called, the Sophi’s perpetual Motion ss 
and the Permanent Sulphur of this will give a Tranf-- 
cendant luftre to Copper, and make it, as in Scrip-- 
ture is mentioned, as pure as Gold. There is a fiery} 
Power in it, that will fix common Mercury, and at 
Golden and fiery Sulphur, which the Philofophers fay, , 
ig the Water of the colour of Fire, mentioned in the: 
Muccabees, which was hid in a Pitt, and being takeny 
out burned on the Altar, and the fame with that gis, 
ven by the Angel for £/dras to drink. | 


From hence I am well fatisfied, all the naturali 
Magick, fo highly efteemed by the Jewith Cabala, , 
and Chriftian Sopbz, had its rife and foundation, and! 
I will diftinguifh it thus: The Divine Part, which; 
was for expounding the Law, ereceived by the hand! 
of Mofes, as allo the Prophets, did flow from the: 
unfpeakable fountain of God’s inexhauftible fullnefg 
by the Revelation of the Divine Spirit; and the na: | 
tural doth flow from Natures Catholick Spirit, which 
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being rightly underftood, expounds ail the Myfte 
ries, couched in Tropes, Metaphors, and dark Atnig~ - 
matical Speeches, contained in the Philofophers Writ- 
ings ; fo that it may eafiiy be conceived, why this 
Art remains at this day fo hidden, and by fo few 
obtained : For Man’s natural Wit, Learning, Arts 
and Parts, are alltoo fhort; it muft come by hard 
Labour, guided by an Illuminated underftanding, 
for which reafon fome have faid Dui fua Bona vendunt 
Laboribus, 


For this Reafon, Reader, hath this Univerfal Spi- 
fit been fo highly efteemed in all Ages, tho’ in its 
firft Formation ’tis Spiritual, that it is almolt in- 
Vifible and untangible, yet it muft be nourifhed in the 
arms of its Nurfe, till brought of fuch ftrength, as 
not only to cure fick and imperfeét Metals, but alfo 
to reftore Man’s body to perfeét Sanity, and is a 
fare help to the needy, while in the vale of Mifery- 
But more of this in Mercuries Caduce Rod. 


Therefore (O Reader) flight not the Antiquity of 
this Myftery, nor this Epiftle; for what I have here 
written is a Doétrine, as ancient as Philofophy it 
felf: For they all affirm with one Mouth the Office 
of the Univerfal Spirit in making the grand Medi- 
cine, and that by a gradual progreflive Motion, al- 
tho’ in this Work ‘tis Retrogradation, or a reitera- 
ted Reincrudation of the body, and a Congelation 
of the Spirits in which Act the earthly Faces, and 
watry Aquacity is caft off, and {0 of a cold and moyft 
nature is made hot and warm, even the permanent 
fire of bodies, from whence proceeds the Chryftalline 
Alake of the wife Men, and all thefe both Aétive and 
Paffive arife from one matter; for the matter is one 
thing, containing, an Emblem of all things, mean 
and contemptible to outward appearance, efpecially 
to thofe who know not its inward virtues. And’ the 
Ancients did not Err, when they faid ’tis found ina 

| Punghil, and that twas caft away as a thingoof little 
f , @ 3 value, 
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value, and therefore did they write of the fmallnefs of f 
its coft. 7 | 


But now the cafe is alter’d, experience makes,men : 
wifer;for in fome parts of the World the general! 
crude mattef is become a Manufattory, although the: 
frue and fimple matter is obtained §with difficulty. , 
This I fhall pafs by, and come to Explain what may’ 
be underftood by the veffel in which this great Medi-. 
cine is prepared ; for to bring it to its perfeétion,, 
there muft be adapt and proper Inftruments, €9c. 


‘Tis true, Iam not unfenfible, that there isa vul- 
gar notion of thofe, wha take the Philofophers words ; 
according to the litteral fence, That ’tis a thing of’ 
{mall charge, and may from the beginning to the end. 
be wrought in-one Veffel; but this is a myfterious 
Knot, and one of the greateft Riddles, that is con- - 
tained in their Writings, as hath been confirmed to 
me by wéful Experience ; and therefore am bold to 
affirm, that tis fo difficult to be underftood, if taken 
‘in the vulgar Senfe, as if it fhould bea veffel of Earth 
or Glafs, they fhall never fee the perfeétion of the 


/ 


Magiftery. 


But in Commiferation to the true Defirers of na- 
tural verity, 1 have already fufficiently fhewn to a 
Son of Wifdom, what is to be underftood by the Ve. 
fel and Fire; I fhall yet further add, that by the © 
Veffel is underftood the Philofophers Earth, which | 
muft be calcined, that.its Golden Seed may be ex- 
tratied, which being perform’d you have a ripe 
Seed, which will foon reward the Artift. Now this 
seed can’t be extra¢ted but by an Hamogeneous Men- - 
firuum, to wit, our third fire, which fire likewife 
muft not go out of its veffel of blood, until it have 
ftrength to withftand the Fire and the Watcr, tho’ 
it may far fooner be taken out of its Veffel than the | 
body, yet it muft not be open’d in lefs than three: 
Eagles, according to Philalethes, or five Months time, 
Pa ae Cen t ft oieire Flamel’s 
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“Fiamel’s time of blacknefs; for if you do, experience 
fhews that you deftroy the lifeand can do no more 
with that Chaos; for by putrifaétion only is Genera- 
tion and Separation of Impurities, and that you may 
not be ignorant where they are feparated, 1 have 
fhew’d that all muft be weighed in the Mercurial Ba- 
lance of Libra; for there is the Sword and Scale of 
Juftice, and its due weight here is of the greateft 
‘Confequence in the whole Work; for as Mercury hath 
ts helm of Sulpbur to Steer and Govern the Work, fo 
hath Sulphur its Receiver 5 fo that I may boldly af- 
fert inthe moft ftri€teft fenfe of Philofophy, we have 
tivo Veflels, without the exaét knowledge of which, 
the Magilftery will never be effetted; nay, Sandivo- 
gius faith, That Nature hath but one, but for brevities 
‘fake we ufé two, which Pbifalethes in his Comment on 
him, calls the one the Star of Mars and Venus, and 
the other Mercury of the Philofophers: Nay, T may 
add a third, viz. our fiery Furnace or Magnet found 
in the belly of Aries, which by its Luvar nature is 
the caufe of the Calcination of the body, and confe- 
quently of the flowing of Radical Moifture; but I 
fear I have already tranfgrefled the filence of Pytha- 
goras, and fo have incurr’d upon me the Curfes of 
the Philofophers, for fo plainly opening the door of 
Hermes’s myftical Temple, Oc. | 


But as I ufe not other Mens words, nor run in the 
ftream of vulgar Errors in protefting what is utterly 
falfe, fo neither fhall I write or deliver any thing, 
that is difagreeing to the Law of verity in the na- 
tural and artificial Procefs, fo as to expofe known 

and willful untruths to the World. But forthe un- 
deceiving of the true Defirer, in Bowels of true Com- 
paifion, I do further boldly affert in the face of all 
Mankind, that as to Chymical Veflels of Glafs or 
Earth it requires many, much coft and confiderable 
pains, whatever ignorance may conceive to the con- 
trary: For the Crude matter yields but {mall quan- 
tity of pure Seed, fo that confiderable quantities are 
wee C4 _ required 
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required for Diftillation, and confequently conveni-:- 

ent Veflels§ others for Calcination and Sublimation +; 
/others for evaporating the vitriolick Salts 5 otherss 
for making the Vinegar and Mercury fublimates o-. 
thers for preparing of our Sulphureous Fire; thee 
Luke-warm Afhes, and Fiery Furnace, which is thee 
begining of Pontanu’s fire, and manifefts that Cele-- 
ftial Spirit, which Pontanus faith is taken elfewheree 
than from the matter, andas I have faid isthe Go-- 
verner of our Baths for by it the Oyl of the Lamp» 
is govern’d Geometrically, for the vegetable Satur... 
74 doth embrace the pure part of the Saturnia Mi - 
nérale, and fo throws off thofe black Feces, that hin-- 
der the otherwife refplendent Whitenefs, and fo) 
confequently by means of this Sulphur our Mercury, 
is Hermaphroditical. But as my defign is chiefly to) 
fouch at the three Fires, I fhall now {peak a fewr 
Words concerning that fire, which muft not gO out, , 
vex. the Philofophical Spitit or Fire, contained iri | 
the blood, which muft remain there till well dige- . 
fted and ripe; for after the firft Diftillation there 

will feparate a blood-réd Oyl which is a noble Me. 

dicine, fo that when they {peak of the fire that muft 

not go. out, they mean not the Culinary one, for 

that neceffarily after every Operation muft gO out s 

but the internal one, even that fharp Spirit or Fire, 

which caufes putrifaction in the Whole Compound.‘ 


Thus haying fhewn them the Veffels and Fires, 
tho’ I have thwarted the Opinion ef thofe, who af 
fert, that one Veffel is fufficient, being well fatisfied 
that fuch underftand not the Philofophers Writings, - 
but according to the found of words; for which rea- 
fon their Operations ever have and always fhall re- 
main Erroneous, ce, ° oe 


I fhall now come to unfold another Myftery con. 
cerning the Seal of Hermes, which fome think to be 
only the exaét clofing and fealing of a Glafs by a Char- 
coal or Lamp-fire ; when as the Philofophers Her- 
es, POY eR | a metical 
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“metical Seal is, the fealing of the form in the bet! 
of the Matter, or the mother in the belly of the In. 
fant; which Infant (as Artephius hath it) is but 
lately brought forth. For as to the nipping and 
fealing of a gla{s to me is of little Confequence, for 
great part of the Operations is wrought in open Vet 
fels, that fo the External or Mineral fume may the 
better pafs off, efpecially in the work of Natures 
although in the work of Art, we do exaélly clofe our 
Vefiels, but not in fuch manner as is underftood by 
Sophifters. But as to this point I have alfo {aid e- 
nough, and more than ever was faid before, and 
therefore fhall pafs it by, feeing, the Sons of Wit 
dom will underftand it Effentifically and Praétically 
in that I do not write for Information of Sophifters, 
fuch I mean, as by their metallick Mixtures deftroy 
Nature; but cannot exalt her, whether they work 
in Crude Mercury, amalgam’d with the ftellified Re- 
gulus of Antimony, and again reviv’d: Or with vul« 
gar Soi and Luna, or any of their corrofive Diffolu. 
tions, which makes no radical Solution. As alfo 
their procefs of Vitriol, Dew, Snow, Rain-water, 
Human breath, Sc, which I know ( by woful expe- 
Yience ) to be the work of Sophiftry, and all vain 
and fruitlefs, as not knowing our Gold nor its birth, 
much lefs our Mercury, by which it is exalted. For 
as the Gold is noble, fo doth the mother (or Mer- 
cury ) far more excel in Nobility, Excellency and 
Univerfality. But this I fhall pafs by, and thew thee 
that Salt prepares Sulphur, and Salt and Sulphur pre- 
pares Mercury, and Mercury diflolves So/, But feeing 
this Art is clothed with many Difficulties, 1 thal]. 
now come to touch in general concerning them. 


As to the Difficulties, they are fo many, that it 
wouid require to fill a Volumn to defcribe them all. 
Firft, as to the knowledge of the true matter, 
which is the very foundation of a true beginning, 
Secondly, the true- manner of operating in that mat- 
ter; for many haye known the matter, vet never 
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been able to effe& the Magiftery. Others that have » 
been more conftant minded, have waded througha| 
flood of Difficulties, as inftance, Fobn Pontanus, who | 
erred 200 times, before he could obtain the true mat-- 
ter, and the right operation thereon, although he knew) 
the matter in general. Ag alfo Flamel labour’d 21: 
years in his Broileries,and three years(or thereabouts) | 
before he knew the firft Agents likewife the Author: 
of the Kleine Bawer, to wit, Fobannes alias Cartila-* 
ceus; who fays, he waded through many Dithcul-. 
ties, aud with great hardfhip obtained it, as his b 
Labours extant plentifully witnefs, Likewife that: 
famous Count Bernhard Treves, who is {aid to have: 
been debarred three years after the knowledge of: 
Requifites. Many more might be reckon’d, but I 
fhall pafs them by, feeing their Books extant do plen- - 
tifully witnefs the fame ; and let the vain pretenders ; 
and foppifh conceited ones know, that the Magiite- - 
Ty is not fo eafily perfeéted, as they imagin, nor’ 
for fo fmall a charges for if you muft by experi» 
ence come through this difficult and darkfome: 
Wood (to wit, by Trials, all which require conve-. 
nient Furnaces, Glaffes, Coals and hard Labour for’ 
many years together) it muft for certain exhauft : 
confiderable fums of Money, as doubtlefs the Anci- 
ents did before us in their many Trials, whatever 
they are pleas'd to write concerning the fmallnefs of 
the charge. I flvall inftance my own experience | 
now in thefe 16 years, fince I have known fomething | 
of this matter, during which time J have exhau- | 
fted many hundreds of pounds, more than 1 fhall 
name ; the work being very difficult to be fearched 
out, in that. it contains many parts, various Men. 
firuums and Fires, which if a Man fhould know one 
or two, and not the whole, he is ftill to: feek, to per- 
feet the defignin the end. For he muft not be im- 
perfeét in one Operation, that is required in the 
Magiftry, if ever it is perfe€ted. And in this cafe | 
it requires the whole Man, and where a Family is 
to be maintain’d, how foon is a confiderable fum of 
, Money 


“Money exhaufted 2 It is well faid of the Author of 
Sanguis Nature, where he {peaks concerning’ Philo- 
fophafters, ‘‘ Who perfwade themfelves, that the 
‘¢ Tin@ure may be made witha very little pains in 
** one Veffel, one Furnace, with one external Fire ; 
*¢ and fo deceive with themfelves many others. But 
“let thefe high nos’d Scoffers know, that the Phi- 
* lofophers Stone is a thing of higher Moment than 
* they imagine; for it is a difficult thing, and of 
“< deep fearch to be underftood, and of great labour 
*€ to be accomplifhed, which they with me would 
*€ acknowledge, if they apprehended the Operati- 
“Cons of Nature. But to what purpofe are many 
“ words, Sc. 7 


_ The Crude preparation of the matter, and the 
matter it felf is by the Philofophers couch’d in fi- 
lence yet the former is pointed forth under a Her- 
culean Labour, which to perfeét (they fay } life it 
felf muft not be fpared. And alfo that ’tis in vain 
for Fafon to go to Colchos, without Alczdes, and that 
by the help of Medea: Now Fafon is the Operator, 
Hercules, the ftrength and power of an aétive Agent s 
Cojchos, the Earth of the Philofophers, which is to 
be redeem’d. Medea is deep Meditation, Inveftiga- 
tion. or in plain words, found Theory agreeable to 
praétice, all which to underftand is no {mall piece of 
Art. 


And therefore I fhall thus candidly communicate 

_ my painful Experience to thee, who defireft to be a 
Son of Wifom; nay, to fuch alfo which think, the 

Magiftery is fo eafily prepared, to fee whether he 

will find it fo, and the more efpecially, fince I have 
communicated that openly and freely, which hath 
remained {ecret from the foundation of the Worlds 
as having in plain and linear words defcribed the 

whole Procefs, without any falfity or intermixtures, 

having adventur’d to do that, which none of the 

Philofophers ever did dare to do for fear of the curfes, 
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or otherwife in Envy, as well knowing the great: 
and eternal Being doth by his divine hand of Pro-. 
vidence preferve this fecret for fuch only, as hes 
hath ordain’d there unto; and fuch only are led by; 
the divine Arm unto the Altar of Hermes’s Temple.. 
$o that the moft plaineft Writings, and ampleftt 
Truths will feem to fuch as are not chofen for :it,, 
the moft difficult and abftrufe or myfterious; as Li 
am well fatisfied from the Converfation I have had! 
with Men of feveral Degrees in my Pilgrimage int 
this World, where Difcourfes have arifen concerning; 
this Art. 


As I hinted before, that I difcovered that whichi 
never was difcovered, which -Artephius fays, is not: 
lawful for any one to Name, much lefS to Writefs; 
which Savdivogius doth hint at, where he fays, “ He: 
“hath written all things plain; excepting the: 
“ fhewing the way of Extraéting the Sal Armoni-- 
** ack ( or Mercury of the Philofophers) out off 
*‘ their Sea-water, and the ufé of it, which he di-. 
rects to God or a Majter, this being the very Dalilat 
of the Art. But I have fhewn the Veffel of Air,, 
how the Mercurial Spirit is fortified and prepared! 
to join with the body; I have alfo fhewed the Me-- 
dium between the Body and the Soul, to wit, the: 
Lunar Fire, and that it is a Body Spiritual: For: 
that the Mercury muft be acuated with a Sulphur off 
his own kind, that Spirit being the Fire that brings; 
on the work to its firft Predeftination, it being the: 
Univerfal and Cceleftial Spirit, which one Author’ 
calls a Spoon, where he fays, The Male and thé Fee» 
male muft be tinited ( he fays ) they muft have but: 
one Spoon to eat together; fo that the Male and! 
Female may the better agree. But Flame! calls it: 
a Peace-Maker, or Apollo, the yellow Sun, that is tos 
fay, by our Fire equal ro that of the Sun: And the: 
Author of Sai, Lumen and Spiritus Mundi alfo fhewe - 
eth, That this Spirit is the canfe of Perfection, as: 
being the Allive Glue of both Natures, to wit, it 

and | 


ff 
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fd Soul 5 and that Metals are perfected by a threefold 
Mercury, or fum Total. The reafon he thews, “ be- 
& cayfe Nature produces not it felf, but in every 
Operation there muft be fome Agent, and fome 
« matter fubjacent to the Aétion, And withal he 
joints forth, that that Agent was Pontanus his Fire, 
which all Philofophers have concealed, and kept un- 
der Lock and Key, as the fole-ftearn of their Aati- 
on, without which notbing can be perfe@ed. — 


“Thus having fhewn the extraéting of Sal Armo- 
niack, 1 fhall now come ta fpeak .of its ule, which 
is not only for exalting the body, but alfo to dif- 
folye the fame, and that by the way of Generation. 
*Tis true, there is a twofold Diflolution, Violent 
and Natural, which Sandivogius intimates 5 and like- 
wife doth Bafilius Valentinus, where he faith, There 
isa fhort way to bring it into its Prima Materia, 
which is done thus: Take the known Mineral Spirit, 
in. which our Mercury, Sulphur and Salt is fhput up, con- 
taining that Philofophical Myftical Gold, and pour it upon 
white calcined Tartar, as thou mayft read p.- 168. of 
pis Elucidation of the 12, Keys, therefore fhall omit 
it. Only for the Information, that Tartar there 
mention’d is not common Turtar made from the Lees 
of Wine; but a fixedand genuine Tartar made from 
our Saturnal Matter, which is properly the Tartar of 
Vitriol. And Paracelfus intimates this forcible dif- 
folution alfo, where he bids you diffolve the body 
by Vitriol, Nitre and Sal Armoniac ; which procefs 1 
have in meafure follow’d, and have feen a white in- 
combuftible Oil: But being forcible, it carries not 
that Excellency with it, as the natural Diffolution 
doth, For, as Philalethes faith, That where the Me- 
tals are reduced by the help of Salts, isnot an uni- 
yerfal Diffolution ; therefore Bafil faith, That if Cor- 
rofives are usd in the beginning, they muff be again * 
wafb'd off, for fbarp things hurt and indeed they de- 
firoy the fixednefs of the body, although by a skil- 
ful hand of the Artift they may exalt the Perima- 
4 nency 
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fiency of the Spirit. But it is a hazardous way; ; 
and is called the breaking of the Egg, and hath ant 
adherance to the preparation of the <Alkaheft ss 
therefore ( as Philalethes {ays ) it is an hundred times; 
more difficult than the Elixir, being done by force: 
and violent Fires, it is in danger of being loft. Lu-: 
dovicus de Comttibus intimates the fame, where he: 
fheweth the difference between the preparation of the: 
Liquor Alkabeft, and Mercury of the Philofopbers, fhew-. 
ing, that the one is made by a fermentation of the: 


body, and bringing it into a Spirit, by which its; 


feminal virtue is deftroyed ; the other natural dif-. 
folution is, the fewing of Gold into its own Matrix :: 
Well might Philalethes fay, that the Body or Sul-- 
phur is detrimented by the ufe of Salts ; but I de-- 
figning (as foon as convenient ) to write a particu-: 
Jar Treatife of the Liquor Alkabeft, fhall omit any’ 
further Difcourfe of it, and come to {peak of the na-- 
tural Diffolution , which is done through a flow’ 
Calcination of the Body; therefore fhall divide the: 
whole into thefe 3 Heads, or a threefold Rotation, 


Now this work is performi'd by a threefold Rota- 
tion or turning the Wheels the firftis the Prepara-. 


tion of the Mercury, which hath feven Animations. 


or Cohobations of the fpiritual Zayberb on the body, 
which bedeweth it with Life and Cceleftial Virtue, 


asalfo with Purity, and virtue through a Radical | 


Calcination, by which not only the body is exalted, 
but alfo the Spirit and Soul. For indeed, the whole 
work is but a Cohobation of an aétive principle up- 


on a mere paffive one, until the pafhve is brought~ 
to an Activity: Thefe are the Eagles the Sophi Write’ | 
of, which muft be feven or nine to devour the Lion. 


For Laton or the Salt of Metals being form’d and 


calcin’d, muft be diffolv’d and whiten’d by -Azoths - 
which Laton is found in the bottom, and Azorh in ' 


the upper part: Therefore ( as Sandivogius faith ) 
You muft find out fuch a moifture, that diffolves Gold as 
. Nauraky 
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Natural, as Ice in Warm-water, and (he intimates ) 
‘that it is agreeable with the body, faying, Jt is that, 
out of which Gold it fgg is generated. Thou being 

come thus far, the Herculean labour is perform’d. 


Therefore I fhall affert as a fundamental Apho- 
rif, That whofoever fhall nor find this Mercurial Fire, ' 
when prepared in quantity, of force fufficient to perfek 
the whole work with as little Labour, and as {ittle 
Charge, is to feek, and muft begin again. For the 
great Charge is in the Artificial Work; the Natu- 
ral is but {mall Charge, the Agent being fufficient 
to bring about its Perfection, and this will be a 
good diftinétion to underftand the Philofopher’s 
Books. The Artificial is to prepare our Fires and 
Menftruums, and the Natural is, to know the ufe of 
our third, perfeét and permanent Meaftruum in dift 
folving the body. 


The body being diffolved, and the Corporeat 
Feces totally feparated, and two Oils, a Snow-white, 
and a Blood-red one, being diftilled, begins our fe- 
cond Rotation, which is by extracting a fixed Salt 
out of the Cap. Mort. which muft be imbibed with 
the aforefaid white Oil, for the white Elixir; there- 
fore for a concluding Aphorifm I further affirm, 
“That if this permanent Body or Salt doth net at- 
*‘traét the Soul, as the Load-ftone doth Jrov, and 
* unite with it, thou art yet to {eek in the Philofo- 
** pher's Principles, and muft begin again, in that 
‘i ae fhalt never fee the perfection of the White- 
** ttone, 


Now here begins the third Rotation, which is 5 
before the White is cold, thou muft divide it into 
two parts, the one part is for the White, and the 
Other to carry on to the Red, which is, by imbibing 
of it with the Virgins Milk of the Sun ( which is 
Yellow and Golden) to perfeé the third Motion, which 
is a Red fufible E/ixir, flowing like Wax, @e, 

Thus 
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Thus Reader, I have Theorically. yet candidly» 
given thee, what was never written before, and | 
that in true Bowels of Compaflion, being in the: 
middle of my Age, free from Envy, I hope as fully’ 
~ free, as Artephius was in his wonderful Old-age, that : 
I can fincerely fay, I fhould be well pleafed, if all! 
the worthy and honeft hearted did injoy this My-. 
ftery 3 and fhould be heartily glad to fee an end to) 
the Cut-throat Avarice; that fo the poor may be: 
relieved in {uch a way, that God through all and a-> 
bove all may be glorified, ©c. according to the fay- 
ing of a Wife-man, Ur ‘veritas exalietur, € Deus 


Glorificetur, . 


Thus in Cordial Love I fubfCribe my felf a true 
. Friend to all that defire to exalt natural Truth, but 
more efpecially to thofe, that above all defire the 
wellfare of Zon, | . 


Cloidophorus Myftagogus: 


[General Epifile to the Reader, more 
—efpecially to thofe who are the true 
‘Anquirers after Hermetick Philofo- | 
phy. 


A7IS Caducean Rod ef Mercury 
4 ( Reader ) is a fubjeE of fo great ufe- 
ulnefs to this Generation uf Searchers after 
pat infallible Truth of Natures Myfferious 
perations, that it needs no. Apology, or any 
thofe Flattering Titles, wherewith worth- 
fs Books ave ufber'd into the World; my 
anguage being indeed obvious to all thofe 
apacities, which God hath qualified in the 
mplicity of Nature to underftand the fame ; 
10 Lruth’s Language may Jeem contemptible 
many of thofe worldly Wifelings, who fwell 
id are puft up, ready to burft with the empty 
fotzons of their vain Philofophy, regarding 
ot anything, but what is hammer d upon thei 
mm Anvil, inthe falfe flourifhes of Athenian 
brafes, whichwe willfully omit, for to [peak 
hetovically is. no part of my .Defgn: Becaufe 
ue learning in the Spagyrick Art confifis not 
that, but. the. Demonftrative Knowledge 
“that matter, which all'the Ancient Philo- 
: A 2 fophers 
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— fophers have born Teftimony to, with one ww 
animous voice, from the true {peaking Hermy 
even to this prefent Age. , 

Therefore ( O Reader ) what I fhall ee 
tertain thee with in this enfuing Difcoury, 

willbe aprodud fromthe knowledge of that um 
verfal fubje4 motter from whence alone Mik 
cury hath its Birth, Life, &c. and bis Off 
of Afcending and Defcending is known: Ff 
this Philofophical work is an Abftrad of tt 
Creation, an Epitome of all Forms, and N\ 
ture’s general Looking-glafs, wherein more I 

‘fleries ave contained, than mean Capacities v 
able to defcribe : But to add fome {parks to ti! 
Light or Knowledge, I fhall ground my ad 
courfe from the Secondary Chaos, analogzax 
with the firf, according to the cuftom of Pi 
lofophers. 

In the Beginning when the Darkfome Abb 
imprifon'd the yet undiflinguifhed Water 
the divine all-working Spirit Moved and Brow 
ed on the face of them, and from the invi 
ble Gulph brought forth this glorious Fabric: 
The firft thing that appeared after this Ini 
bation was Light, the immediate Produé 
the Spirit of Light and word Fiat. Now ti 
Light, being the principal Inftrument of it 
Creating Spirit, out of band manifefted — 
boundlefs Adivity, in feparating the fever 
Natives, that lay bid im the Chaos, wbii 
was the dividing of the Waters from the W 


ters, 
B 
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| But the divine Artificer-ftop'd not here, but 
Tears the firface of the Earth of Waters, and 
ry his word of Power fwaths their veftie/ si! aves 
u Bands, that they might no move deluge the 
darth, and fo made way for the vegetative 
"ower, which he bad implanted in her, to di/- 
lay it felf ix a moft lovely and ravifbing va- 
zety. ! 

He imbellifh'd alfo the Azure Roof of -this 
pacious Lheatre of bis Glery with numberlefs 
nextinguifbable Lights , a littie beneath which 
e ranged thofe feven Lamps, which continu- 
lly influence and beam down upon the Earth 
he Blefing of Heaven, as being fupplyed from 
be over-flowing Fountain of bis Inexbauffible : 
ullnefs;, amongft which the Sun and Moon 
we call’d the two great Lights, by way of E- 
ninency, as being not only the diftinguifhers of 
Times and Seafons, but alfo the great Difpen- 
ors of the divine Bounty and Fuftice here be- 
ow. | | 7 

When God had thus created the World, and 
ll the Hoft and Furniture thereof, be zmpart- 
od to them all the Blefing of Encreafe, com- 
nanding them to multiply in their kind, by 
neans of a Seed, to that end inclofed in them. 

And at the clofe of all he made Man, the 
Abfirad and Abridgment of all bis Werks’ of 
Wonder, upon whom he flampd the glorious 
Image or Chava&er of bis own Effentiality, to 
the end he might be every way worthy, ft and 
capacitated to rule cver and difpofe of the out- 
ee ; ward 


att 
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ward Creation. Now one main Lineament oo 
this beautiful Image being that Wifdom, wheres 
with he was indowed, and whereby he was em 
. abled to pierce through the external fhell oo 
things, to the internal working Spirit, it was 
to be his continual imployment to fearch intt 
the abftrufe Effence of things, and by a ‘skalll 
ful application and joyning of Symbolizing Naa 
tures, to efed all, that might conduce to dee 
light or necefity; and [v become an Opener ani 
Manifefer of the Wonders of God in Naturev. 
‘Tis true, the Image of God in Man confifth 
eth in Knowledge, Righteoufnefs and Holinefi 
and a firm Knowledge of that Truth, whierl 
was defaced ( yea in a meafure loft). by thh 
fall, but reftored again to all Believers by ani 
through Fefius Chrift, the Archetypal Image 
and Son of God, in and according to whom thh 
leffer as well as the greater World was frames 
who tothis day by his Spirit doth not fail faith 
fully to foew the way, in which this Wifdomn 
the beft and choiceft of all Treafures, and mop| 
defvable, may be obtained, by exciting from 
and earneft impulfations of life in the heart ob 
the Eleé after this Fewel of Price, puttiny 
them upon feeking, asking, knocking inceffant 
fy, until they find, receive, and ( spon thei 
perfeverance to the end) it be open’d unté 
them. For great is the Magical attraPion 
Power of Defive, but certainly nothing can Bh 
compared to the force of thofe longings, whicll 
the Divine Spirit blows up in us, as being ime 
finenc’c: 


To the Reader. 

faenc’d by Omuiporence it felf, to which mo- 
thing isrmpofible, i 

\Pbisis that which the Wife Men of old took 
fov'their way, to obtain the knowledge of the 
feewets of Nature: Solomon the wife? of men 
asked Wifdom-of God, and obtained it to that 
degree, as tis: declared’ none ever before him 
o orvever after bim fhall avife like unto 
im. pi bi 

“Job, thats great Searcher to natural Se- 
erets’( as appears by feveral Paffages of bis 
Book ): after be had difcourfed of the Myjte- 
ries: of God in Nature, and particulorly of 
thofe 2m the mineral Kingdom, and inquiring 
after that Wifdom;. which is the fole Revealer 
of them, gives us this fhort, but pithy infor- 
mution to obtuin the fame from the mouth of 
God himfelf, in thefe words, The fear of the 
Lord\is Wifdom, and to depart from evil 
is‘ Underftanding. | 

° Fhis is theway Ivhuve endeavoured to fol- 

low, in order to obtain this Wifdom and true 
knowledge of Nature, who being God’s-hand- 

mead, will not conceal her felf from thofe, 

who are ordained of God to behold ber Beauty 


unvoiled, if they feek by the means ordained, 


- 


viz, am, illuminated wnderftanding and dili- 
gent indefatigable Labours, &c. 

‘and for my part, I have great reafon to 
magnify that holy Arm, that hath im fome 
mienfure conduted me to the Mownt Helicon — 
of Art, and brought me to fee at a diftance, 

| A 4 the 
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the reward of Art , therefore bope my Soul willl 
never forget to blefs and praife that holy Name, 
who hath taken siiatofion upon me, the {mall-- 
eft and loweft of all bis Creatures, as I in bu-- 
mility bave fought unto him, for I have foundi 
my hungry Soul to be filled with Divine andl 
natural Wijdom , even tbofe good things: off 
his Kingdom, of which the Rich, Proud, Fulll 
and Haughty know not ; and we have fufici- 
ent Le(timony on Divine and natural Records, 
that this God, the Father of all our Mercies,. 
bath bad a jpectal regard to a Remnant in alll 
Ages, giving them a Profped, and alfo a-Tafth 
of that bleffed Portion of Jofeph, being-a true 
Compendium of the cboiceft Vertues of Hea-- 
ven, of the dew and of the deep, that lieth ben 
neath , of the choiceft Emanations of the Suns, 
and the choiceft Produtts of the Moons of thee 
top of the Mountains of the Eaft, and of thes 
choice fruit of the Avel Hills, and of the: 
nay part of the Earth, -and the fullnefsi 
thereof. : ‘ 
— O Lord God! Stream out, if it flandss 
good with thy Divine’ Majefly, thefe thy Blef=\ 
Jings upon the head of all thofe, who feek thy) 
Name, in the painful Work of Watchfulnefs,. 
fioly Silence, and Regeneration, and for the» 
fake of Truth and Wifdom are free to be fepa-- 
vated from the Pleafures of this wicked World! 
and thew Brethren, defiring nothing more: 
than that they may be worthy of a true Refige» 
nation to. thy Difpofal, to follow thee and the, 
A , : Lamb 
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Lamb-in all the Tribulations we ave to pas 
through in: our Pilgrimage to thy immortal 
City. | , 


Dherefore, if it. be thy good Pleafure;;:0 . 


Lord God, make us inftruments in thy hand, 
to reveal thy Wonders, and to fhew the. true 
Myfteries of Nature to fuch asare worthy, and 
vaife up yet more powerful ones, commifioned 
and gifted from above to declare againft the 
Man of Sin, and to be exemplary in this boly 
way of Righteoufnefs , to the end, that the Ta- 
bernacle of David, which is falln may be 
vaifed again; and the New Jerufalem come 
down from Heaven, like a Bride adorned for 
ber Husband, and that thy Temple may be 
built in greater Glory than ever, by thofe li- 
ving Stones ; O Almighty God! that thou haft 
thereunto ordained to the Glory and Eternal 
Baas of thy Pure, Holy, Immortal Name, 
men, i 


Reader, I mu/t draw to a Conclufion of this 
Preface , only let me caution thee, for fear left 
I fhould be mifunderftood, in [peaking or writ- 
ing too Reverendly of the Myfteries of Nature, 
which are but Types of the glorious Antetype 
and Fullnefs, that I put as much diftinGion 
between them, as School-learning can make be- 
tween God and his created Works: But as Na- 
ture 7s Ged’s Handmaid, and Centers in bis 
Divine Will, fe ought gravely and folidly to 
be treated of ; fo I fhall no longer detain thee 

; | from 
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from the Porch, call’d. Beantiful, nor from: 
Hermes’s Myftical Temple, where Wifdom'ss 
Oracles are , therefore shall conclude, fubferi-- 
bing my fel a Friend im. all Chriftian Love,, 
ta the Travellers in the; sh oh of Truth, whens 
ther Divine or ge wae 


* Cleidophorus. Myftagogiis, 


Mercury si 


Mercury's Cidisiis Rod: 
OR, 


The ereat and wonderful Of. 
fice of the Univerfal Mercu- - 
ry, or God’ s Vicegerent Dif- 

- Played, oy aaa wea | 


OF): Bh Sb gla f 


Chneiteitng a Theopbyfical Enveftigation of the 
_ Philofophical Chaos, from whence etic 
ty bath its Birth, 


Am bound to confefs, and that in much fince- 
rity, that Sandivogius and Philalethes are Au-. 
thors of fo great Worth and Learning, that 1 
cannot pretend to come up with them in the 
leaft degree, either in my Stile or Matter 
treated of ; only as they themfelves confefs and ex- 
perience thews, that many practical Truths are by 
them couched in Silence, whether it might be in Di- 
vine Reverence for fear left the Art fhould be too’ 
much expofed, ‘tis not my matter in hand to deter- 
mine, but the matter of Faét is Effentially trues for. 
Sandivogius himfelf owns, that he had not: leave to 


write 
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write concerning the way of extraéting the Sal Ar- 


moniack or Mercury of Philofophers out of their Sea- 
water and its wfe, but direéts you either to God, or 


a Mafter for the obtaining of it: And Philalethes: 


faith, that they confound one Operation with ano- 
ther, even the Natural with the Artificial, to keep 
the timple in ignorance concerning their true Vinegar 
or Crude White Sulphur, which being unknown, all 
their Labour is loft : Artephius alfo confeffes the fame 


thing, where he faith, He hath fhzwed you all fi 


plainly, excepting one thing, which is not lawful for 


bim‘to.[peak. of, much lefs to write: And Dominus de — 


Nuy/ment, where he {peaks of the Philofophers Fire, 
hej faith,. That all Philofophers kave concealed it, and 
kept.it-under Lock and Key, as the fole Stearn of all their 
Adions : But what need I to enlarge, feeing the lip 
of Truth faith, That out of the Mouth of two Witneffes 
every thing fhall be confirmed; thefe Authors being 
Mafters of undeniable Credit, therefore none need 
to.doubt their Affirmation. 

And farther, if any will make a nice Scrutiny in- 
to this matter, they fhall And that the fubjeét mat- 
ter is not fo much as once named by any of thems 
which is the very hinge or foundation by which the 
door of entrance movess; for which. reafon, asa late 
Author faith, We ought to implore a Bleffing from All- 
mighty God, to open our Underftandings, and unlock un- 
to us the Receffes of this darkfome Aby{s, where all the 
ereafures of Health and Riches are locked up: For be 
accufes all the Mafters of Alchymy at once of Envy, 
who have ever written of this Celebrated Stone, faying, 
they have declared the matter and fubjet ( which is the 
chief of this Art) fo obfcurely, that Apollo bimfelf 
would be tired in unridling the Ainigma’s they bave exe 
cogitated concerning its and this doubtful Declaration 
of the matter, is the reafon why many, who feek this 
Science without the Light of Nature, are precipitated 
a very great Errors, becaufe they know not the true 
UBJere Of. th 
things altogether unfit for the work, 

gs Rama sh ota asi Thefe 


Ghat! Art, but bufie themfelves about other 
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 Thefe are Motives fufficient, not only for this 
~~ Writing, but alfo to excufe all Objetions, which 
_may be offer’d againft it, feeing I defign ( God- 
willing’) meafurably to fupply thefe Defetts, by let- 
ting the Artift know, that our fubje€t matter is no 
{pecificated determined thing, but an Univerfal 
Subject, even a Chaos, which I have fhewn in my 
“General Epiftle is begotten by the Union ‘of | Ele- 
ments, and isan Emblem of the firft Chaos, whence 
the World was Created; and therefore that 
thrice worthy and learned Willis, in his fearch of 
Caufes, hath Allegorically yet Cabaliftically ‘treated 
of this Chaos; the like hath the Author of Enchyri. 
dion Phyfice Reftitute, and many others too tedious 
to recite. blag 
Now feeing Mercury hath its Birth and Manifefta- 
tion from this Chaos, J think it convenient to give 
fome fhort Defcriptions of its Qualities and Proper- 
ties, that fo the Artift may the better know it. 


Firft, °Tis an Emblem ‘of the Ancient Chaos, and 
‘confequently Univerfal, as is plainly manifeft by that | 
light(ome Spirit, incubating on the face of the Waters, 
to animate Beings with Heat, Life and Motion, 

Secondly, There are two Waters, Superior and Infe 
rior, with their Divifor, — ~ | 

Thirdly, In the Bowels of its Earth is Contained the 
“Form of all Mineral Salts and Sulpburs ( as 1 have 
“plainly flewed in my General Epiftle ) as may be plain- 
ly Mea by the band of an'Artift, yet none of thefe 

hecificated. coy pth Bie kg 
PGi, The matter is'fluid and open, and in Gts 
elf neither perfect ror imperfect, therefore in a/ may to 
Perfc&ion. ae eG SONT Ss 

| Fifthly, ’Tis neither Animal, Vegetable nor Mineral, 
yet of a Mineral Birth, wherein the Salt and Light of the 
‘moft perfect Merals are plenteoufly found. 

Sixthly, And princtpally, there is none of its ‘Ele 

“ments permanent in the Fire, but its Earth. a0 


Seventhly, 
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Seventhly and laftly, °Jis 2 matter as Ancient as 
the: World. it felf ;, therefore as Hermes faith, ’tis that 
one,thing, whence all things proceed, containing 
both the Celeftial and. Terreftrial Vertuess. there. 
fore Operation on:it fhews what the World was, what it 


‘43, and what it fhalh be. 


_ From this one Chaos proceeds all that is neceffary 
to this Philofophical, Work, without addition of 
ought, but what is.of its felf, only by a diminuti- 
onof what is fuperfluous,..and that by a Natural 
Procefss for as Sandévogius faith, The Ancients re- 
garded. nothing but Nature and her Poffibijities, for 
that Nature originally..was.created pure and good 5 
and although fhe travels under the burthen -of the 
Curfe fer Man’s Tranfgreffion, yet the fame Primi- 
tive Spirit, remains in her, and will if rightly difpo- 
fed, labour with all-yher might.to attain a more per- 
feét ends therefore. the Artift above all. things 
ought to be fimple hearted, and not in the leaft to 
regard, the fubtil and,new invented Operations in 
Chymiftry,:but.that alone which Nature. is able to 
effe& ; for God having created her, and placed his 
Divine Spirit in her, {he is.as Sandivogius faith, That 
Alone, by which God works all things: Therefore if . 
rightly difpofed, fhe brings -forth no Abortives. 
What ‘fhe.is, and,;how fhe Operates in the:four,Ele- 
qments, and. in .what Veffels, is learnedly and. can- 
didly fhewn ,by Sandivogius inthe latter part.of his 
firft Treatife ;. but having ,promifed,to fhew, Mercu- 
ry’s Birth, I {hall now come to perform that Task, 
for..that,the.four..klements.co-operate together to 
produce a Seacaad amen at producing the 
three Principles, and of them two Natures, ‘Male 
and. Females the Male.is:the.Harth,or Sperm, or 
Sulphur, by.which Natureworks.all her intentions, 
not compulfively, but voluntarily ; for the. central 
Sun «receiving, the Spiritualities,of the Elements, 
does like a true ‘Servant mix the aftral Virtues, and 
‘fend them forth to the Circumference, where the 
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Female: Sperm is, which being, acuated, animated 
and firengthened, and-by a fermentative Union the 
impurities caft off, Mercury is born with his Caducean 
Rod; and feeing he hathshis Birth from Celeftial and 
Perreftrial Virtues, his Office is to afcemd to the 
furperior Orbs, to fetch Geleftial Virtues, and again 
return to the centre of the Earth, to communicate 
the fame to his defiled Brethren; by which a& of 
Afcention and Defcention he doth not only. nourifh 
‘Bimielf, but alfo. So/ and the other Planets; for as. 
Phtlalethes faies in Fons Chymica Philofophie, And it's 
our Sea, our hidden Fountain, out of which eur Gold 
naturally ts ereatcd, when yet it prefers it felf to-Gold, 
and-conquers it, and in thehour of ts Nativity Gold ig 
joyned with t1t, and mafped init, and both encreafe toge- 
ther into.a flrong Hero, which neither Cefar. nor the 
Popes can buy mith Money, therefore with all thy 
ftrength get this Water: For this is that Mercury 
ourwf which the body of Metals is procreated, and 
as Sandivogius faith, even the Mercury of Philofophersg 
therefore they are not to be regarded who fay, that 
vulgar Mercury or any of the imperfeét Metals are 
the Foundation of our Stone, thefe being all fpecifi- 
cated by Nature, and brought to a Metallick Hard- 
nefs ; whereas ours is open and fluid, yet this Mer- 
eury, aitho” thus Univerfal, and the very matter from 
whence all the Ancient Philofophers, none excepted, 
obtained the Secret, muft be mortified and die, and 
by due Mediums be brought to Renovation.and.amore — 
immortal State; for by this way only is he Capaci- 
tated to redeem his defiled Brethren, and to exalt 
the imperfect Bodies to the higheft degree of Per- 
feétion; but this will be more largely treated of in 
the following Chapters, as occafion will neceffarily 
Fequire.; therefore hating fruitlefs Repetitions, my 
aim being only to fupply what many of the Philofo- 
phers have (I prefume ) willfully omitted, I fhall 
Write that in thefe fheets, which, I dare be bold to 
affert, was never written by any of the.Philofophers ; 
and I have deliver’d that in this Chapter concern 
the 
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the true Chaos or Matter of the Czleftial Stone; that 
hath hitherto remained as a fecret to the genera. 
lity’of Mankind, even from the foundation of thee 
. World: So that none for the future need to fcru-- 
ple or doubt, what the’ right beginning of ourr 
Work is, nor of obtaining it, if they will take thee 
wholefome advice of Bacon, which I hall repeaty, 
and fo conclude this Chapter; Which is to congeay| 
the thing that Nature begun her firft Operations abeuty, 
by ‘a proportional Mixture and “Union of pure livinge 
Mercury, with the like quantity of Sulphur 1 onee 
Mafs.. Whereupon faith Dominus de Nuyfment, 00 
-boly words, wherein this good Anglian or rather And. 
gel clearly depinged that one and true matter, wheree 
of the Philofophers have written Volumes -under dis. 
vers Figures and  #inigmatical Fables; not becaufée 
they would malicioufly bide it, but keep the Privilegee 
of this knowledge for learned and Pious Men, who byy 
desl fiudy and laborious experience find and ax 
orn it. | | 


(#) 
| CHAP. IL 


in which is fhewn fome pratical Conclufions 
_ concerning the Separation of the Chaos. 


1s the former Chapter I have fhewn you what 
i the Chzos is, and how it came to be Corrupted by 
the fall of Man, the Earth being curfed for his fake : 
fot only the Earth, but as the Apoftle Pau faith, 
the whole Creation groans under the Burthen of Cor- 
ruption, for this reafon the Artift muft be affiftant 
to Nature, that fhe may be able to caft them off, if 
ever he intends to arrive at the Haven of reft ; I 
fhall therefore in this Chapter come to fhew fome 
Spagyrick Separations, that fo the Artift may better 
underftand his Alchymy, which inthe Arabian tongue 
fignifies Fires andthe Author of Enchyridion Phy- 
fice Reftitute {peaking of the Birth of this Univer{al 
seed, fays, “Zis born from the Loines of Jupiter by 
the help of the Divine Light, by the Midwifery of © 
Vulcan; So are our Elements and Principles born 
from this Chaes by Separation by Fire, for except Se- 
paration goes before Generation, there can be no 
perfeét Birth bronght forth ; for the firft Separati- 
on is of diftiné& Elements, the fecond of Principles, 
and the third of the two Natures Male and Female 
in the Elements are many immerg’d Corruptions, 
which muft be feparated for the producing of the 
Principles, in which are gréat varieties of Saltsand 
Sulphurs, which are not in the leaft adberent to 
Our Work, which Phi/alethes candidly hints at, where 
he faith, among ft all the great variety of Salts and Sul- 
phurs, there are but two for our Work, which two 
maft be rightly known and adapted, if ever you 
hope to fee Diana unvailed; alfo he cautions you 
to beware of Corrofives; which are repugnant prin- 
ciples contained in the fame Chaos, and are sa sie 
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thofe vile Garments which glorious Nature cafts off, , 
- when fhe fhews her felf in her Amours to her Lovers, , 
and that you may not be ignorant of what thefe Separa- - 
tions be, I'will give you a fhort Catalogue of them. 
The fir{t is common Mercury and Sulphur, the fecondl 
is Urine s the third is Sal Armoniack volatile ano fixed ¢} 
the fourth is Nitre and Vitriol ; the fifth is a Corrofive: 
and deftruftive Vinegar, the fixth is an Homogencouss 
Vinegar and Mercury fublimate 5 the feventh is a Spirits 
. yof Wine; an eigkth 1s a Sulpbureous Latons the ninth) 
’ Bloods and the Tenth an Hermaphroditical Mercury 5 thee 
eleventh an Univerfal Spirit, by which the whole Chaoss 
is acuated with lifes the twelfth a Golden Sulphur, fromm 
whence Tinkure and Permanency proceeds and the thire- 
teenth fweet Central and Permarent Salt, which is thee 
ground-work ad foundation of the whole. — 

I could enlarge to a greater Variety, but fhall o-. 
mit them, feeing every Artift, in the feparation off 
the Chaos, will be able to demonftrate the fame $5 
although ’tis trae the Ancients have not fo diftinét-- 
ly named them, nor it may be fo well confider’d its; 
whether they have or not, I dare not judge, feeingg 
it is couched in filence, and they have faid, ‘tis aa 
Symbole of every thing, and therefore have call'di 
it by all names, but its proper name is Univer fal 
Mercury s for it contains in its Womb the firft Seedd 
of all the feven Metals, as well the imperfeét as thee 
more perfeét; and therefore I regard not the opini+ 
on of even many of the Philofophers themfelvesg, 
who write about the number of Elements, whethepe 
it be Ternary or Quarternary, feeing I am fatisfiedi 
there are four Qualities, hot, cold, dry and moift{, 
and that in a two-fold Compofition: For the firfit 
heat is of the Ked Sulpbur, to which may be addedé 
the White Sulphur and the Homogeneous Vitriolic Salty. 
The firft Moifture is in the Inferior Waters, whichh 
muft be married to its natural Spoufe the Eartha, 
by which it thall be enriched with fruitfulnefs 5, thee 
fecond in the fuperior Mercurial Air, for after yout 
have fublimed the Mercurial Earth from its Rei 
ands 


__ and have formed the Body, and feparated his Blood, 
you muft know that the Su/phur is cloathed with 
~ combuftibilities, and the Mercury with a Flegmatick 
Nature; therefore muft you caft into her Womb 
the Seed of that Univerfal Sulphur or Fire, which 
is the parent of all Form in Generation, by which 

er volatility and Inconftancy willin great meafure 
be taken off; but how this is to’ be performed will 

“be the task of another Chapter, fo we thall pafs it 
“by here, and come to fpeak a little concerning the 
two Corporal Elements of Earth and Waters for 
when we {peak of the Earth, we mean not its grofs 
and corporal part, but the Central Salt it contains : 
‘For as the Philofophers fay, i the Centre of the 
Earth is aVirgin Earth, which is true Element and Nu- 
ture’s Work: And asto the Water ‘tis filled with the 
- dreadful effeéts of the Curfe, even a Difinal Poifon- 
ous Coagulating, Arfenical Salt, which hinders Ve- 
“getation, and therefore muft be feparated, for the 
Earth delights only in the pure; this Myfiery is 
candidly hinted by Sandivogius, for he faies, the 

Water is never to be bad pure, Art purifies that by a 
two-fold heat, and then conjoyns it, nay yet after this 
‘Union, although by a true Medium of Sulphur, it 
contains abundance of fuperfluous and cor poreal 
‘Corruptions, which are Enemies to Generation, and 
‘therefore muft be feparated in preparing the Vine- 
Zar, or Ciude white Sulphur 3 for (as Bafil Valen- 

tine, {peaking of the great Office and Effeét of the 

Earth, faith ) the Earth doth it not of it feif, but the 
living Spirit it contains, The true knowledge of this 
“Myftery brings you to a right foundation in Art, and 
“Opens many others; for herein Nature only begins 
her Art of Formation and Vivification, without 
which there can be no Multiplication nor Perfeétion. 
- And that thou maift not be ignorant of the true 
‘and adequate knowledge of this Separation, I tell 
‘thee, that what Art doth not perform, Nature will, 
being rightly difpofed, and that by.a living aétive 
‘Innate, Quinteflential Spirit, that forms the very 
B 2 Elements; 
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Elements and preferves them, taking upon it felff 
the fhapé of Elements, yet it felf is no Element,, butt 
a living Soul, lying hid in them, and when by Artt 
extraéted out, it turns to one again: Now if thiss 
living Fire is abfent, the Elements would be dead,, 
but feeing every aétive caufe muft have fome paffive: 
one, we cannot in the firft part of our. Work fepa-- 
rate the one from the other 3 for according to Her-- 
mes, the Earth is its Nurfe. Concerning this Uni-- 
verfal and living Fire, much might be written, butt 
feeing its office is fo general, that the Philofopherss 
fay, the Heavens and all things are filled with it,, 
nay whatever is lucid and glittering, as the Sun,, 
Moon and Stars, doth fecretly derive its Original! 
from it, and are to this day fupplied by it, as youl 
may read at large in Sanguis Nature, where he alfoo 
defcribes the living Central Fire, call’d the Central! 
Sun and Corporal Water, or Fire of Bodies 3 too 
know this ( faith he ) is the moft fecret Myftery ina 
all our Philofophy: This fixed fire, as it hath itss 
original from the living Fire, fo it hath a greatt 
Sympathy with it, for it wants it as an Aliment,, 
which it continually attraéts out of the Water andi 
Air, and converts it to its own Subftance 3 and ina 
this, as ina Centre, all the virtue lies concentrated,, 
which being fcatter’d flies into the Circumference,, 
as may be obferved in Man, in whom this fire fixedi 
in the Centre of the heart, hath its feat, asthe yolks 
in the Egg: But its Operation is invifible and ve-- 
ry fecret, and yet very powerful, which alfo fewer 
know ; for it operates by its heat in all things, whichi 
lie in the Earth, and excites the Flux and Reflux off 
the Sea, asthe Pulfe in Man is excited by the fires 
which lies hid in the Center of-his heart, Hences 
alfo all the Watry and Airy Vapors by the help off 
this Fireare Elevated from the Earth and Sea into» 
the Air, which compofe the Clouds, and by Rare-- 
faétion of the Wind ( being impregnated by the vi-- 
tal Spirit ) fall down again to the Earth in form off 
Water. 

Thuss 
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Thus Art may prepare and exalt the Rivulets, 
_ but,’tis Nature alone which muft exalt this Catho- 
lick Fountain of Mercury, 

Now what Concerns the Purification of the Ele- 
ments, I have faid enough; yea more than enough 
by fhewing what is Homogeneous, and what is He- 
terogeneous, what muft be feparated,and what muft 
remain: Reader, thou maift fincerely thank me for 
what I have done, feeing I never received the like 

from any Perfon or Author extant, therefore let 
this fuffice. 
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CHAP. I. 


Containing ‘fome Theophyfical Inveftigations con 
cerning the Formation of the firft Philofo- 


phical Bod). 


tee: me dire& thee a little ( Reader j by a Digref- 
fion from the Matter, to fhew thee the reafons 
of my Writing fo plains for in my fearch I faith- 


fully promifed, that if ever it fhould pleafe God to~ 


illuminate me in fome meafure to underftand what 
the Ancients have fo Myfterioufly Written, I would 
for my own fatisfaétion, as well as the benefit of 


others, draw it up in a more intelligible Method, 


Now confidering the fubftance of this Promife, I 
. could have no Peace in my Mind, untilT had ftretch- 


ed forth my hand in this reatife, to the defirous 


of Art, fhewing them what is moft needful for them 
to fearch after 3 and thefe Labours do alfo not a lit- 
tle conduce to the eafe and fatistaétion of my mind, 
fecing my Operations have brought me into much 
Infirmity and Crazinefs of Body, and life is uncere 
tain at the beft; fo that I hope my poor Children may 
receive Bencht from them, as a Legacy by way of 
Requital for what I have exhaufted of theirs; and 
likewife in general for the Benefit of all thofe whom 
God may hereafter ordain to be Poffeffors hereof, 
my Pen hath deliver’d the truth, with as much 
Candidnefs, as ‘twas lawful for me with aclear Con- 
fcience to do; and one thing, I may boaft of, which 
is that I have fhewn the particular and lineal Ope- 
ait as they proceed, which was never done be- 

ore. 
For my part I have not chofe the common envi- 
ous and ambiguous way of Writing, I {peak it not 
out 
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out of any difefteem to the Ancients, whofe writ- 
ings L efteem with the higheft veneration imagina- 
ble, next to Holy Writ; but out of an Exercile, 
Sympathy and Fellow-feeling with the painful and 
laborious, for I have-often faid in my felf, that I 
fhould never be able to fubfift in thefe Indefatiga- 
ble Labours, and to pafs through fo darkfome a- 
Wood; and indeed do admire, when I look back, 
how I have been upheld, but I wholly attribute it 
to that Divine Arm, who hath hitherto fufiained 
‘me ina Sea of Dithculties. And it hath been one 
of my greateft griefs, that for many years I have 
had a perfett knowledge of the Matter in General, 
yet have been to feek in joyning Symbolizing Na- 
tures together, and all this through the ob{curity 
of the Philofopher’s words, and their confounding 
their Operations together; but what fhall | fay, I 
- muft conclude with Solomon, there is an appointed 
—Seafon for aii things under the Sun; for I now 
plainly difcern, that this great Myftery here fpoken 
of, may meafurably be gather’d out of Books, when 
‘we come praétically and feelingly to underftand them. 
_ For which reafon I cannot choofé but Love and Ad- 
‘mire the Phiiofophers. Admire them, when I con- 
fider with what admirable Cunning and Artifice 
they have wrapt up this fecret from the Unworthy 5 
Love them, when I fee how plainly they have de- 
lineated the fame to.the Mafters of Art, who alone 
can receive the true and advantageous benefit of 
their Writings; and upon this confideration, 1 do 
‘not now admire, why there are fo many Books of 
this {ubject in the World, for fhould this method 
be taken, there would be as much need of Writing 
tothe end of Time, as if never any thing had been 
_ Written before, I mean for the Edification of a Ty- 
ro; therefore have they well faid, Labour, Pray 
and Read, for one Book opens another, and true 
Adeptifts confefs, that thus they have learn’d di- 
ftinét Operations from divers Authors. Read Phi. 
ddethes and Philadelphia on this point. | 
B 4 There- 
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Therefore J may compare thefe renowned Men | 
to skillful Mafters in Science, who can with great | 
ctnning, defend themfelves from each others ftroaks, , 
yet at the fame time let each other underftand their! 
great Skill and Ability in Weapons, fo that one ine. 
differently vers’d in the Art, dare not attack them $ } 
even fo have the Philofophers done by their various; 
Exprefiions and cunning Artifice, having written fo; 
as to be plainly underftood by each Other, yet at: 
the fame time veil’d it from the vulgar Pretenders. 

But to return to the matter jin hand, all the wife: 


Men began their foundation from the Roots or. 


Ground-work, viz. from a Body; but feeing this. 
Body is the Philofopher’s Earth, it cannot be ac- 
Counted a light and frivolous thing to underftand 
it, for tis not a fimple Barth, but an Barth that 
hath the firft Unity of the four Elements in its and 
by a diffolution of the firft Corporal Earth, and a 
Coagulation through the purified Saits and Sul: 
phurs of Nature; for here ( according to Artephi- 
us ) the Artift muff put the hard and dry Bodtes into the 
Water once for all, and then this Barth being from 
thence form’d, is the Houfe and Habitation of the 
Philofopher’s Sperm; for the Sperm is one thing the 
Seed another, the Earth is the Receptacle of the 
Sperm, the water of Seed : Flammel above all others, 
in his Hzeroglyphics, hath given not only its Com po- 
fition, but alfo the degrees of Heat requifit for its 


Produétion, Pag. 58. and 64. fhewing it tobe a Na- | 


tural Work. 

Therefore I fhall not fpeak here of extraordinary 
Generation, called in the Schools Equivocal, which 
isa Birth produced only by Putrifaéion, without 
an Original] Specificating Seed, but of that proper- 
ly call’d Univocal ; for by the Seed of Metals, Me- 
tals only are Generated, or elfe that Art, concern- 
ing which fo many famous Philofophers have writ- 
_ fen, would be impoffible: Butto Affert this, is not 
only contradictory to Truth it felf, but alfoa giving 
the direét lye to their voluminous Works, feeing “ 
‘epee. > / Set es is 
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‘the one hand the Art hath not only its verity and 
poffibility in Nature, but alfo on the other to be 
obtained by diligent fearch and labour; and Sandi- 
vogius hath already taken off all objections concern- 
ing the Produéion of this Mineral Sperm, where 
he faith, tbe four Elements beget it, through the will © 
and pleafure of God, and imagination of Nature; there- 
fore I would have none to put a falfe Conftruétion 
upon thefe Writings, imagining, that I havea f{e- 
cret Referve concerning vulgar Metals, for I deny 
them all,‘even Lead, Tin, Iron, Copper, common 
Mercury, Antimony, Marcafites, Nitre, Salt, Vi- 
triol, Oyls of Vegetables, Animals, or.any other 
thing, that hath received Determination in Nature, 
even Snow, Dew and Rain-water, moft of which I 
have tryed to my own lofs and damage, and not 
finding the Signs, was forced to begin again; Gold 
and Silver only excepted, which ferve us for Fer- 
mentation in order to Projeétion. 

What would you have clearer delivered to you 
than the Truth without any Equivocation, or Men- 
tal Refervation 3 concerning which verity 1 have a 
cloud of Witnefles on my fide, even the conjun& 
Teftimony of all the true Philofophers. Therefore 
away with all your falfe Notions in Philofophy, as 
alfo with all falfe Books (from whence many fuch 
Notions do arife ) written by fome upftart Smoak- 
Sellers, falfe Pretenders, unexperienced in Natures 
Myfterious ways; away alfo with all falfe Com- 
mentors on the Philofophers Writings, efpecially 
fuch who make it their livelihood to rob the dead, 
and deftroy the living; not valuing for felf-ambi- 
tion fake how much money is exhaufted, and Fa- 
milies ruin’d, by following fuch their frothy No- 
tions: ‘Thefe are indeed fo far from unfolding or 
conceiving the Myfterious ways of Nature, that 
they write things repugnant to her very Laws, 
Thefe inftead of adorning, deftroy that living Im- 
age, fo truly delineated by the Ancient Philofophers, 
and difhonour their Writings, caufing them to be 
| . ible 
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i1l-fpoken of many times, efpecially by fuch whofe: 
loffes have made them perverfe. O vain Wretches, , 
may not I properly apply to you the words of 
Savdivogius, where Nature freaks to the Alchy-. 
mift in his Treatife of Mercury, for your falfenefs 
you deferve the Halter, equally as well as thofe who: 
rob on the Hizh-way, for of the two, you are the: 
greateft Thieves; for I count it no lefs than Sacri-. 
lege, to rob the dead of thofe Honours cue to) 
them, and without Repentance expect an equal re- 
ward. 

T muft confefs, that when I have read fome of’ 
thofe Commentors Works, I could not choofe but 
bluth for fhame, to fee fuch confuled Procefles, as. 
if they would by their Heterogeneous Mixtures cre- 
ate a Sced, contrary to the exprefs Law of* God. 


and Nature, and the Genuine fence of true Phi-- 
Jofophers , which is but to Maturate and Ripen— 


that which God hath already in Nature created, , 
which 1 count little lefs than’ willful blindnefs or 
perverfe ignorance, which deferves to be ftigma- 
tized rather than pittied. 

For in this Work, from one Fountain proceed 
three diftin@ parts, not only the Body mention’d, 
but alfo Soul and Spirit, which is the threefold 


Mercury, and SummJotal, which by degrees is har-> 


den’d into a Metallick form, and afterwards by 
long Decoétion into pure Metals; but feeing that 
each of thefe parts require a diftin&t Chapter, I 
fhall now proceed to fpeak concerning the Philo- 
lofophical Blood, which is a Medium of life between 
Body and Spirit; for thefe-are the three Springs, 
that teftify tothe Artift the truth of his Proceed- 


jing, for what is call’d Body, Soul and Spirit is alfo , 


calied Water, Blood and Spirit; for all agree that 
the Body is formed out of the Water, by a Body 
Spiritual and a Spirit Cerporal, mixing per Minima 
in a Sulphureous Earth, asthe Artift will learn by 


the prattice of this Chapter, therefore fhall conclude | 
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A Theophyfical Inveftigation concerning the 
Blood or Mineral Spirit, which is im the 
Philofepbical Principles of Sol, Lune and 
Mercury. 


* ee Blood is of fo great confequence to be un- 
& derftood, and its Preparation, that without a 
perfeét knowledge thereof, there can be no Progrefs 
made in the Philofophical Work 3 and as in Forma- 
tion of the Body the Acetum is the firft Menfiruum, 
fo here Elixir is the fecond, and Azoth is the third 
and perfeét one, which are the three Fires, by which 
the work is carried on to its predeftinated end, and 
are called the keys of the fecret Science, two of which, 
faith Ripley, are fuperfictal, and the third is Effential 
to Sun and Moon; now Philalethes fays, that rhe fu- 
perfictal are the Water and the Blood ; for that the 
paflive Principles of the Philofophical Mercury, by 
this active Effence, which is a fire and Sol volatile, 
aré digefted and ripen’d into Lune and Sol, at the 
Philofophers pleafure. 
~ Therefore Experience fhews that Philalethes hath 


teftifyed the Truth, where he faith, There are in our 


_Mercury three Mercurtal Subftances, which may well be 
cal’d Menftrues, the one the more grofs part ( which 

tho’ it be a Water, yet it being the moft palpable part, 
and vifible, may be termed the Body of the Water ) the 
laft is a Fiery form, which is the Blood of Cadmus ; 
this is areal invifible form, which is effentially and for- 
mally Sol volatile: The fecond is the mean Soul, which 
Philofophers without Equivocation call Saturn’s Child ; 
the middle fubftance of thefe three is made into one 
wonderful Mercury, which bath not its like ia the world. 
: And 
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And in another place he faith, That their diffolving 
Water floms from three Springs, one is a common Web. 
at which ail draw, and of which water many ufes tbiti 
Well hath in it a Sasurnine Droffine{s, which makes thi 
Waters unufeful 5 thefe frigid fuperfluities gre purged b 
two other Springs, through which the water of this Wek 
t§ artificially caufed to ran. Thefe Springs make but ae 
Well, whofe Waters appear dry, the humidity being feat 
ed; the Well it felf is furrounded with an Arfenical es 
the flimy bottom abounds with the firft Ens of Minera 
Salt and Sulphur [ which is the Body and Blood } whicuh 
Acuate the Water of the firft Well, whofe primary quali 
ty is coldne{s ; being thus Acuated, it becomes fo powerr. 
ful a Menftruum, and fo pleafant to the Metals, thas 
for its peculyar virtue it is chofen for to be the Bath 00) 
the Sun and Moon, 
Of thefe three Springs the Blood muft now poe 
confidered, for that is the Middle Nature betweers 
the Body and, the Spirit ; for according to Scriptures, 
the Blood is the Life, that is to fay, the life is in it; aas 
in its proper vehicle, and there ‘tis nourifhed anad 
Maintained: Now the Philofophers have diftinguifhb- 
€d two Bloods, fc. the fixed Blood of the Red Lyonn, 
and the unfixed Blood of the Green Lyon, which thery 
often joyns for as Bail Valentine faith, they have theii 
Original from one Confanguinity, amongft all theft 
three Springs, there is nothing unclean, but thaat 
they call the Green Lyon, or the Inftrument that nag 
turally inclines the Body to putrify, and (as Philaé. 
Jethes {ays ) is the very Grave of its it is calld bry 
fome Philofophers Aqua Fatida, and by fome Morti‘s 
Immundities, which uncleannefs is impoffible to be fee. 
parated by Fire, by the hand of any Artift whatee: 
ver; but Nature muft here contribute her aid, byy 
its being removed from its Matrix of Earth, anad 
fown in its Matrix of Air, by which Aétion and Re 
aétion they purify each other, fo produce a Budi, 
- Bloffom and Flower, different from either Roots: 
therefore he afterwards adds, that it is not in its owrn 
Nature unclean, but. made pure, as the Art of thee 
Artifet 
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Artift can make it: He alfo fhews, how it is thus 
purified, viz, by the help of Nature, art joyning 
Confanguinity with Confanguinity ; the knowlege of 
this is the hidden Key of the whole Art, for faith 
Philafethes, Learn to know this Green Lyon, and its 
Preparation, which is all in all in the Arts it is the on- 
ly Knot, unty it, and you are as good as a Mafter; for 
whatever then remains is but to know the outward Re- 
_ gimen of Fire, for to belp on Nature’s Internal Work s 
therefore I defire my Reader, very cautioufly to 
obferve this Point, not only in the right Formation 
of the Body, and to beware of all Corrofives, but 
alfo in the right Separation of the Blood, and to 
beware of all violence; for we fee the Husbandman 
- fows his Grain or Seed, but *tis the Sprout only that 
produces the Herb, which at firft is {carce difcerna- 
ble, and therefore if taken out from its Grain or 
Root, *twilldie in a moment; for which reafon the 
aforefaid Author faith, The whole is fown, yet the 
Fermentative Spirit ts fearce a third part of the whole, 
the reft is of no value, and that the dregs of the Body 
come off with the dregs of the prepared’ Mercury, and 
that the Spiritual part or virtue of the Body doth purge 
and purify the Matrix of the Water in which ’sis fown, 
in a Generative way bermeen Male and Female of the 
fame kind, betwixt which there is a fermentative vir- 
“me; which will effet that which no other thing in the 
World is able to do; by it Water becomes Plants, Mi- 
nerais and Animals, nor is the work ever out of kind, 
Artephixs intimates the very {ame Operation, where 
he faies, The Body Coagulates the Water into dryne/s ous 
of the Body, all one as Runner doth Cheefe; therefore 
‘do they fay, the Earth is the Receptacle of Sperm, 
the water of Seed; feek the knowledge of this only, 
and rejoyce in it, asin a defervedly invaluable Trea- 
fure, be *tis the way, which Nature hath and doth 
tread in all Ages of the World, although it may | 
feem Riddles and perfeét -contradiétions to fome, 
“how the Seed can be faid to be fown in the Earth, 
Water and Airs but thy experience only muft re- 
| concile 


on 
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concile this difficulty, for that I will not, nor dare 
not fpeak plainer. I fhall only add, that life, as 
*tis an invifible thing, contained in the Blood, as in) 
its Veflel, is as in Infants, very tender and weak, , 
and eafy to be extinguifhed ; but if carefully nou-~ 
rifhed, it fucceffively grows fironger and ftronger, | 
‘from Babes to young Men, and from thence to ftrong ; 
and perfeé years, therefore in the Philofophick work © 
*tis a fuccefflive Animation by Eagles, which the Sos: 
phi have affigned from three to ten; three is the™ 
leaft you may dare to open your Veffel at, for it~ 
muft ficft be able to withftand the Fire and Water, © 
therefore Phzlalethes faith, the Veflel muft not be- 
open’d, nor the Fire go out from the 10h, of Odo. — 
ber tothe 10th. of March s but I fay, ’tis far better if7 
it remains till the 10th. of uly. What isto be un- 
derftood by breaking the Veffe!, or letting the fire” 
go out, I have plainly fhewn in my General Epiftle, 
therefore need not to recite it here; this Operation 
is that which E/pegenus intimates, where he faies,— 
That the winged Virgin, excellently well mwafhed, and~ 
impregnated with the Spiritual Seed of the firft Male,” 
whofe cheeks are {tained with the Colour of a Pomgra- 
nate, mult be joyned to the fecond Male, by whofe Corpo- 
‘val Seed fhe is. made fully to be conceive; this fame 
truth is alfo hinted Flamme/ in his Summary, Mere — 
cury mut be taken out of his Neft, and tranfplamed 
nearer the Sun, where be will grow more in one day, than 
in a thoufand elfewhere 5 the pra€tice is plainly inti- — 
mated by Artepbius, thus: Our Mercury is drawn 
from its vitriolick Caverns, and a little farther tells — 
you, ‘tis drawn froma red Servant. But this being 4 
the Work of the fucceeding Chapters, I fhall omit 
it here. and fupply what is defective for the com-~ 
pleing this Chapter, which is to let the Reader | 
now, that ’tis not the outward Veffel, or outward — 


Fire, that Phéilalerkes means, which 1 will plainly : 
P 
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fhow, by confronting againft him an Author, as . 


Learned as himfelf, viz. that famous Willis in his 
Search — 


' 
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Search of Canfes, page 73. where he fpeaks. of the 
Mineral Matrix, and the Modus of ripening the 
Seed. He fays we find, that though fome part of the 
Matter exhale, and fly through the opennefs of she 
Matrice, yet that which remaincth may be brought af- 
terwards to bis full specifica] Perfection, if the Ma- 
srice be clofed again ; and this is a good and objer- 
able ground io inveffigate the true Seed of all Me- 
tals, the manner of Ripening them, rheir Generation, 
Regeneration and Exuberations alfo to confirm the 
Dotirine of Homogeneity of tbat which is moft per- 
fet in the Metalline Predicaments alfo of the 
Symbolizing of the Corporal Metaline Elemeits be- 
fore {poken of 3 being underftood this is a Key 0=. 
pening: the Door of many Myftical Ve(fries in Herme’s 
Temple. And fo we fee, that it is impoffible for 
any thing to attain Natural Perfeétion more than 
it hath, without Natural Motion, fuch as Nature 
ufeth in Generation and Augmentation; therefore 
in. all times, and in all matters, the cautions here 
delivered muft be carefully obferved, that the Seed 
may be brought to fuch motion, and be enabled 
to receive the Benefit of fuch Natural Exalta- 
tion. 

Now this Motion and Exaltation is not to be 
effeéted, without you underftand the Office of Na- 
ture in all the Seafons of the Year, from the Weft 
to the North, and thence to the Eaff, and laftly 
up to the South; or from the Autumn to the 
Winter, and thence to the Spring, and lafily to 
the’'Summer. For in Autumn the Seed is fown 
in the Earth, in the Winter it doth digeft and 
putrify, and in the Spring it buds forth Stalks, 
Herbs and Flowers, and in the Summer ‘tis ripe 
and gathered; therefore let the Circulation be 
gentle, not only in the Formation of the Body, 
but -alfo.in the Union.of the two.Dragons, Male 
and Female; the Male is Sulphur, or the fixed 
Dragon, the yeflel of Earth and Receptacle of 

Sperm 
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Sperm the Female is Argent vive born up in 
the Wind, the veffel of Air animated with the 
firft Male Sulphur, and therefore the Receptacle 
of Seed. There muft be time and place there- 
fore given, both for the Formation and Diffolu- 
tion of this Body s for as it Congeals drop by 
drop, fo doth it diffolve drop by drop again; in 
which Action and Work of the Elixir, there will 
appear blacknefs conjoyned with Moifture, unctu- 
ous and fufible in melting, and more than Wa- 
ter, for in this Elixtr the Latonal Body of Earth 
is hidden, which will again Congeal it felf, and 
at laft Calcine it felf into Dufts-thus in the two- 
fold veffel doth this wheel about from Earth to 
Heaven, from Heaven to Earth again, by which’ 
is manifeftly feen Mercury's Growth and Office of 
his Caducean Rod, but this being more clear in 
practice, I fhall proceed to that in the following 
Chapter. 


CHAP. 


CH) 


© heer sey 


Containing fome Prafical Rules to be obfer- 
ved in the Bodys Formation and Exalta- 
tion. | PS 


Hit in the former Chapters delivered many 
| & hitherto undifcover'd Myfteries, for the bene- 
fit of the fincere Inquirer, even fuch things as have 
been hid in this Art from the Foundation of the 
World, and fpoken that which many of the Philo- 
fophers have not dared'to do to their own Chil- 
dren for fear cf being expofed, I fhall come with 
the fame Candidnefs as to Prattice; therefore fhall 
ftate this for an infallible Aphorifm, fc. That every 
thing generated or begotten, is generated or born of its 
own fpecifick Seed, and inits proper Matrix, = 

_ The Matrix may in one fenfe be faid to be Cor- 
poral, as being the Element of Earth 3 but the Seed 
in the firft intention of Nature, wholly Spiritual, 
being a Subtil, Unétuous, Spermatick vapour, which 


-never can be, multiplied without Attraétion of a 


proper Nutriment, whichis a living Body, endued 
with Prolifick and Multiplicative Power, agreeable 
to the intention of the Seed 3 for in fuch Homoges 
neous Principles the Body is not only foftned and 
ftrengthened, fo as to be the true Womb and Ma- 
trix, for the bringing forth the moft perfeét Mi- 
nerals ; but alfo the Spirit is fo exalted, as to be a~ 
ble to propagate and multiply in its own kind. . The 


difference between the Body and Seed Sandivogips 


hath in his twelve ‘freatifes learnedly defcribed, 

therefore needlefs here to repeat it. | 
Again, the Seed muft both by Nature and Art 
be placed in its proper eed for by this care 
‘ the 


( 24 ) 
the Seed is nourifhed through Death and Regeneration 
toa form more Noble, according to that undoubted 
Truth and Doétrine of our Blefled Saviour, concern- 
inga grain of Wheat, fob. 12. 24. Verily, verily, 
I fay unto you, except a Grain of Wheat fall in the 
ground and dic, it abides alone; but if it dic, it brings 
forth tauch fruit. So that from hence we may eafily 
gather, that nothitig can be Animated and born a- 
gain, unlefs it firft fuffer Mortification, Putrifagtion 
and Corruption, by which diffolution and a more fe- 
cret and noble change is brought about; for the 
Central Virtue is thereby extra&ed and fet at Li- 
berty, and is capacitated to become either Spirit or 
Body, as the Artift pleafes. Now neither the Ma- 
trix nor Seed can be exalted, without it be ftreng- 
thened and affifted by a Salt of its own Nature, 
diffoived in a convenient Liquor, that is, its own 
pure vitriolick Salt united with the inferior Waters 
arid Lunar Sulphur, and then by Art fublimed and 
purified ; for this is the Watry Leffas, which unites 
with the Watry Seminal, whence Vegetation and 
_ Germination come, for it readily unites with and 
firengthens the Seed, by the affiftance of a gentle 
Bath, Penetrating, Analizing and Rarifying the fub- 
‘ftance thereof, that fo the included Spirit may, out 
of its fubje&t Matter, form a convenient - Habitation 


and Body for it felf and alfo the Blood; for Bafi} Va- 


dentine, that learned Philofopher, plainly fhews you, 
‘That the fixed Blood of the Red Lyon bath its Origi- 
nal from the unfixed Blood of the Green Lyon, there- 
fore they are near of Kin. 

Hence by the way, it may be obferved, that there 
is no vifible or permanent Body before ’tis form’d 


by Artand Nature; and without this Body and true 


Soyl, the feed can never perform its Office in Na- 
tural Propagation and Seminal Multiplication. Here 
Bafil is to be underftood, where he fays, That’ Metals 


and Minerals muft be diffolved and reduced again to 
their firlt matter by Minerals s this muft not be out . 


of kind, for if fo, you may expeét a Monfter: For 
the 
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the fubtil Seed will not mix with any thing out of 
its own Latitude, that is to be underftood, with 
profit to the Artift; for as Bufil faith in his eighth 
Key, fpeaking of Putrifaétion, No Metalline Seed ° 
can Operate or Augment it felf, unlefs this Metalline 
Seed by it felf only, without any firange addition or mix- 
- ture, be brought to Patrifation, that is only by the 
Salt and Sulphur in kind ; tor Salt prepares the Sul- 
phur, and Salt atd Sulphur qualifies Mercury, and 
form the Body, and bring it alfo-to Vegetation, fo 
that this Saline Liquor or Medium js that, by which 
the Salt doth by its diffolving and fearching Nature 
enter into, and open the moft intricate and inmof 
Recefles of the Seed, and that only as the Humour 
or Liquor is by a due degree of Heat rarified and 
provoked thereunto; then alfo is the Salt in it at. 
tenuated and rendered fit to pafs into, and open the 
moft compatted Body of the Seed, there ftirring up 
and inciting to vegetation a Spirit of Salt, which is | 
the like and fame with it felf, which before lay hid 
and unaétive. 

_ A Spirit that is at liberty will eafily and quickly 
free another Spirit of the fame Nature, that is bound 
up and reftrained ; this is done firft by reafon of 
that Activity and Permeability, which the free Spi-. 
rit is endued with ; {econdly, by reafon of the Har- 
mony, likenefs. and love betwixt thems this Corre. 
lation is the canfe that the exteriour free Spirit makes 
way into and joyns with that Spirit ef Salt includ. 
ed in the Seed, and fo doth with more eafe work 
upon and excite its for (as the Proverbhath it ) 
like will eafily go to like, and their Unity is moft 
intimate. Now every Spirit, when leofe and float. 
ing in liquid Bodies or Liquors, is, at liberty in this 
State, and by the Mediation of heat doth (like a 
Load-ftone ) attra& the Spirit, that is under re- 
ftraint, opening and diflolving the Body, which 
holds it ins and the reftrained Spirit it {elf (like 
a fenfible Prifoner) labours for liberty, con{piring 
and ftriving to be in action and fall Communion 
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with the other; the free Spirit by this fudden and 
{abti! Acceflion, ftill exciting and ftrengthening him, 
by this means fo provokes him to Aétion, as fire : 
doth enkindle fire; therefore the body holding, it 
muft neceffarily fuffer a change and Labefaétion, and. 
fo come to be putrified by its own included Spirit, , 
whofe Operation before was obftruéted and kept un-- 
der , for the included Spirit having acquired liberty,, 
and a Power to be in aétion from the other, ftrivesi 
to get out and enlarge it felf, and to that end breaks } 
and deftroys its firft Body, and produceth another: 
new one, So the Spirit of the Salt of the Earth,, 
when itis diffolved in the immixt Humor of that E-- 
Jement ( for every Salt melts and is diffolved in itss 
proper Liquor) is then at Liberty; for every Saltt 
when once diffolved in its own Liquor becoméss 
active ; hence it is that a Corn of Wheat in whofez 
Body, as if under lock and key, the Spirit of the ve-- 
getable Salt is bound up and fetter'd, as foon as itt 
is caft into the Ground, is by the free Spirit of thes 
Salt of the Earth penetrated and opened, that thee 
Salt which lies diffolved or loofe in that Liquor orr 
immixt Humour, may excite the vegetable Spirit inn 
the Corn of Wheat to Aétion and Vegetation, whichh 
Spirit being thus fet at Liberty, doth prefently byy 
the Putrifaction of the Grain of Corn, produce inn 
the Wheat’s proper Matrix the fubftance of thee 
Root. ( which is a new Body ) by whofe Mediationr 
and Defecation the Barth muft afterwards ( the Spi+ 
rit attraéting, it) communicate Nutriment to thes 
Blade and reft of this vegetable, as it grows upandi 
encreafeth. f 

Now you muft obferve, That this Salt which con 
duceth to the folution and opening of the Body, is 
fometimes weak, fometimes ftrong; if it be weak, 
you muft ftrengthen it with a Salt, that is of thei 
fame Nature and Property with the Seed, and thew 
liquor which hath the weak Salt in it, muft be ints 
pregnated with it, that the Solution may be more 
effe€tual and more convenient for Nature in her 
Operation. : Lets 
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Let us therefore confider the Generation of Wheat | 


there fs in Rain-water a volatile Salt, by which So- 


_ lution is made in the Earth, but when that Salt by 


reafon of the Earth’s over-drynefs, is not fufficient 


— tocaufea perfeétion and fruitful Solution of the Seed. 


corn, then doth the Husband-man ftrengthen and 


- manure his Ground with.Muck and Dung, in which 
_ there is a Salt of the fame Nature with the Seed ; 
- for Muck is made of Straw, and Straw grows out of 
_ the Seed, fo that when the Rain defcends and mixes 


it felf with the Compoft or Mold, there proceeds 
from the Muck and Ground a nitrous Sulphureous 
salt; which the immixt Humour of the Earth im- 


bibes or takes in, and being ftrengthen’d by it, o- 


pens the moft compaéted and firmeft Seed, whence 
comes a fruitful and joyful Harveft. ‘herefore thou 
that defireft to be a Difciple of Nature, and fee the 
fecrets thereof, open thy Eyes at what Cletdophorus 


delivers. 


Now feeing that the feminal vertue lurks in the 
moft intimate recefles of the Seed, and confifts ina 
moft fubtil proportion of the Sulphureous Sale, it is 


_ moft clear, that it cannot be exalted and multiplied, 


but in an Humour that is moft eminently fubtil and 


pure; but becaufe the Seed fown doth not at the 


firft, or prefently, take in that fubtil! Humour ont of 
thofe places, which fupplys it with nutriment: There- 
fore Nature doth before all things take care, firft to 
provide and form theie Veffels, in which that Hu- 
mour taken afterwards out of the Elements is di- 
gefted$and rarified, and moft accurately purged, 
that out of the whole Body, when formed and per- 
fedted, fhe may contribute her utmoft for produ- | 
cing that pure feminal Eflence, which is the Confer- 


- vation and Multiplication of that Species, which 
yields it or brings it forth; for which very reafon 


provident Nature doth, by the intervening of Pu- 
trifation out of the Seed of the Herb, form firft 
the Root ( which we muftalfo do, which Root be- 
ing formed, you will underftand what Laton is) and 
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afterwards fhe doth fhoot forth the blade, dividing 
‘ it in the growth into feveral Seétions or Joynts, that 
the Humour taken out of Soyl, in which the Seed is 
fown, may at firft in the Root, and afterwards in 
the Body of the Herb, when grown up and flourifh- 
ed, be the more and more digefted, like asthe Blood 
in Man’s Body by the Pulfe and Aétion of Circulati- 
on; for that Nature.drives thé feminal vertue thro’ 
all the veficls and joints’ from the very Root, to the 
uppermoft top Branches, wherein a Matrix is form- 
ed on purpofe for the Reception of this feminal Mat- 
ter and moft perfeét Seed, fit for the Generation 
of the fame Species; the like doth the Artift, 

Obferve, when the Seed is thus formed it doth 
come to maturity by affiftance of the Sun’s heat, 
being ripe is gathered; but-it happens often, and 
this you are concerned to know, that though Na- 
ture forms always thefe Veffels and Vebicula of the 
feminal Progreffion, yet thofe Bodies, which are 
thus furnifhed, do not always yield Seed: And this 
comes to pafs, becaufe in thofe Bodies, the Pores, 
through which the Spermatick vertue fhould be pro- 
moted and driven into the Superficies and upper 
part, are ( before the Seed is ftirred or can be pro- 
duced ) ftopt up by external Cold, or elfe by the 
predominant vertue of the innate fixed Salts 3 nay 
fometimes by volatile coagulating ones, which {fo 
bind up and obftru& the Secds motion, that it either 
caiinot come to any effe€tual Maturity and Perfeéti- 
on, or elfe is wholly fuppreft or fhut up: For ex- 
ample, the Orange and Limon Trees do manifefily 
grow in this Climate, but the Region is too cold, 
and that in a double fenfe to yield their Fruit, as 
they do in /taly, where the Sun by its warmth ex- 
cites, and where the Soy] alfo is more naturally 
warm and agreeable to bring them to their Perfe- 
étion 5 the like may be underftood in the Metallick 
Kingdom, for altho’ here is the Seed of Metals in 
abundance, as Lead, Tin, Iron, €c. yet the Cli- 
mate is not hot enough to bring it to Perfeétion or 
eo Emition . 
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Emition of Seed 3 this you may conceive by Gold 
and Silver when its comes to our hands, for it can 
make no Emition of the included Seed, becaufe their 
Pores are by the vigor and excellency of the Innate 
fixed Salts and Sulphur fo bound and fhut up, that 
‘they are- wholly reftrained from effufion of Seed ; 
for the feminal virtue in them is not at liberty to act 
and come forth. | 2 
~ For which reafon the Philofophers, who knew this, 
were willing to affift Nature, and did with moft hap-- 
py fuccefs reduce Go!d and the other Metals into 
their firft Matter, as hath been plainly fhewn before, 
that by this courfe they might open the Pores, 
which by the fuper-eminent vigour and ftrength of 
the innate fixed Salt, were fhut and lock’d up, and 
fo bring the Metal to that pafs and condition, in 
which they might with a marvelous encreafe to their 
great benefit, yield Seed and Propagate, as our Phi- 
lofophick Gold, Silver and Mercury doth, which 
will afterwards exalt the vulgar Sol and Lune to that 
ftate, as to excel their own Virtues a thoufand de- 
greess and this no other way than the Orange 
Trees are in many parts cherifhed by an Artificial 
and external heat, which makes them not only put 
forth, but alfo bring their Fruit to maturity. ‘The 
like do we in our work, he that hath an underftand- 
ing Heart, let him conceive what Cleidophorys faith 
for hisinformation. 

The Humour or Liquor which ferves for Putrifa- 
&ion muft be proportionable to that body, which 
is to be putrified, both for Quantity and Receptivity 5 
the Humour is then proportionated for quantity, 
when fo much of the Humour is taken in by the Bo- 
dy, as is fufficient for its Subtilization ; it is propor- 
tioned for its Receptivity or manner of Reception, 
when the Humour is not fuddenly and at onee, but 
gently and by degrees, or by little and litrle taken 
in, and drunk up by the body and feed; for a fud- 
den Imbibition of the Humour caynot fo conveni- 
ently vivify the Seed, but caufeth by its fudden and 
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unequal Penetration, that fome part of the Body or_ 
Seed is infufficiently open’d or diffolved ; hence it 
happens that Darnel doth fometimes come up in- 
ftead of Corn, therefore the Philofophers advife the 
Sons of this Science to irrigate or moiften our Earth 
by long delay, and frequent wearifome Attraétion. 

_ The heat which promotes this Putrifaétion, muft 
be fo mild and temperate, that the Liquor in. which 
the refolved Salt lieth, may remain ftill in and about 
the matter, and not be laved or evaporated fiom it, 
and that for thefe two principal reafons: Firft, be- 
caufe the Body putrified muft receive life in this Li- 
quor ; Secondly, becaufe {uch a gentle heat diffolves 
the Salt inthe Liquor without violence, and difperf- 
eth it into the matter after a natural manner, that 
the Body may more commodioufly putrify; but if 
the Liquor were agitated by an exceffive burning 
heat, the matter in it would be deftroyed or {poiled, 
fo that it could never be animated, nor receive fuch 
a Putrifagtion, as is convenient for its fo that in 
this cafe, there would be no true Birth produced. 
Liften if you intend to obtain the true Medicine. 3 
The Body putrifying muft not be removed out of 
that Matrix, in which the Putrifaction was. begun, 
until that which is intended be tully perfe&ed 5 
therefore do the Philofophers fay, one Veffel, one 
Matter, and one fuccefiive difpafition to the White 


and to the Red 5 ( but here is fomething in this very _ 


. Myfterious) but candid Sandivogius alloweth two, 

which point we fhall clear up hereafter, , 

But the Reafons. why the firft Veffel is not to be 
broke are thefe: If you fow a grain of Corn in the 
_ Earth, you muft let it remain until the Harveft 
comes, and the more pure the ‘Matrix is, the thing 
generated is by fo much the more perfeét and found, 
becaufe a pure Matrix yields pure Fruit, which is du- 
rable, but an impure Matrix, Impure, Imperfeét. 
and Frail, whence comes fhortnefs of Life. There- 
fore you muft affift Nature, by purifying the two 
inferior Elements of Earth and Water, which be- 


ing 
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ing purified, will prepare the Sulphureous Earth to 
admit of fome fiery vertue from the Central Sperm 
into the Water, by which the Seed will be purified 
by the natural Union; if thou proceed thus, then art 
thou in a good way to obtain thy defired perfeétion, 
for all impurities of the Matrix are to be removed, 
firft by Art, and then by Nature; for fhe obferves 
the Separation of Impurities, {€. the fubtil from the 
grofs, but for the removing of any weaknefs Nature 
requires help, which muft be dong by a judicious and 
Dilcerning Difciple, for thefe impurities being once 
excluded, Generation proceeds more freely; for 
Earthly incumbrances are to be removed by Manual 
Operation, as Evulfion or Bje¢tion, the Spiritual by 
Nature ; We have a demonftration of this in the 
Art of Tillage, or Husbandry, where the infirm 
Salt of the Earthis by the Sulphurous, Fat Salt of 
the dung affifted and ftrengthened ; but the Stones 
and Thiftles, which feparate from the Matrix and 
hinder its Fertility by their weighty incumbrance, 
are by hand-work caft out, and the Field dreffed, 
that it may become fruitful; for which end all 
‘Weeds are alfo pluck’d up. The fame method muft | 
the Difciple of Nature obferve in preparing the {e- 
cret Magiftery, for his Earth or Field is firft made 
open and fit by Calcination, and then enriched with 
his Mercurial Power, and fortified with a Salt 
and Sulphur in kind, which again prepares the 
Seed to be caft into its own Matrix, by which ’tis 
vivified and multiplied in order to bring forth more 
noble Fruit; for that Matrix is only convenient, 
which is adapted to Generation, and permits an ea- 
fy entrance to the Seed, that is to fay, to receive 
it with eafe, that itis not hindred by its hardnefS to 
the entrance of the Seed ; for if the Matrix is grown 
callous er hard or impenetrable, the Seed never 
freely enters, therefore ’tis our Art to keep it open 
and render it porous, and that by frequent Agita- 
tions, that it may be fitted for the Conception of 
the Seed. For as in the forecited Husband-man, 
| he 
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he Plows, Mattocks, Harrows, to bring his Earth 
unto.a foftnefs, that fo it may eafily take in his 
Seed, and bring it to perfeétion 5 thefe things thou 
mutt obferve, if thou defireft to come to the Secret, 


praying to God for a right ufe, and wait with pati+ 


ence, as the Husbandman doth, and then without 


doubt. God will favour thy righteous attempts, and. 


give that into thy Pofleffion, which will {atisfy all 
the longingsof thy Heart. - 


But out of that Body which iseither corrupted or | 


deftroyed by ftrange or extraneous Natures, or 
whofe Spermatick Veffels are by fome violence maim: 
ed or cut off, no Seed can be had; for it will be ve- 
ry vain, and an unprofitable attempt for any to hope 
for Iffue, or an healthful Seed by a Man, whofe Body 
and radical Balfom is depraved or dryed up by ex- 
cefs of Aromatick Wines, or hot Waters, or by 
fome contageous incurable Difeafe. Eunuchs, becaufe 
their Genitals are cut off, can’t propagate their own 
Species; therefore I fay, it isa fraitlef$ Search, to 
look for that in a dry Tree and lopp’d off Branches, 
which never can be found, but in that green and li- 
ving power of Mercury's Triune Office. Farther- 
more, the Body which is preferv'd or fuftained by 
one fimple kind of Nutriment, is far more perfeét 
and durable, yielding more found and prolifick Seed, 
than that which is nourifhed with different kinds of 


Nutriment, as to what concerns our Work; for 


you have often heard, the nearer any thing is to 
Unity, fo much the more durable it is 5 for in Unity 
there is no divifion or difcord, which is the caufe of 
Corruption, and where no Corruption is, there is 
a permanent Integrity and Confervation thereof; 
that which is neareft to Unity muft needs keep better, 
and endure longer than that which is remote from 
it ; becaufe there is in one, lefs difcord, and more in 
the other; fo there can be nothing, that can give 
this durability to the Seed, fo as to yield perfeét and 
permanent Fruit, but this Univerfal Spirit, the firft 
A@or in allGeneration, which comes from Unity, 

pafiing 


palling thro’ the Elements into Difcord, thro’ Difcord 
returns to Unity again, which that you may the bet- 
_ tér Underftand, we thal! particularily handle Mercy. 
1y°s Triune Office, as we fhall proceed in the follow- 
ing Treatife. | 

Obferve, That under this Head of Agriculture the 
whole work, with all its particular Modes for. Nou- ; 
rifhment and Exaltation may be‘delivereds for as } 
have fhewn in my Aiftoria Nova de Thefmro Briran- 
nie, this isa moft excellent way of writing, the 
work being for the greateft part purely Natural,doth 
Symbolize and Agree with what fhe yearly performs 
in the great World. God’s works being uniform, 
therefore I hall give youa fhort review ; for as the 
Husbandinan doth burn up Brambles, Thornes and 
Briers, nay in fome parts of England they dig up the 
pit of the Earth, and burn it to manure the other 
part, for Salts arejby experience found to be of a won- 
derful attraétive Nature, and powerful in fortifying 
Seed 5 and as Stones are taken out, the Clod’s broken 
and often harrowed to make it fines fo doth Art in 
our Work, make our Earth as fine, even as flower s 
and as Nature fortifies the Earth by the Universal 
Spirit in the Rains, Dews and Airy Life, fo in Art 
by the unétuous Vapour of Mercury; and as in Na- 
ture the Husbandman manures his Ground with Muck 
and Straw, which is of the fame Nature with the 
Seed, fo doth Art by the Salt and Sulphur of the 
Earth and inferiour Waters, which is one in kind ; 
and as the Seed when ripe is gather’d in the Ear, 
growing at thee very {ummities of the Stalk, the 
like in Art ; for Mercury being ripe is taken from her 
f{uperior Habitation, { 
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C Halt Rave 


A Theophyfical Inveftigation concerning the 


Elixir, that being the Houfe and Habita- 
tion of Mercury, We. 3 giithes 


He Elixir is our fecond Menftruum or Fire, as | 
Acetum is the firft, and therefore doth it con-- 
ftitute a fecond part in the Work; ’tis two things: 
of one Nature, for the Seed is diffolved by Sperm) 
alone 3 in this diffolution it appears in the form of! 
a ponderous Mirleral Water, a Chaos, and therefore: 
do the Philofophers fay Elixis is Water, and for this j 
reafon the Elixir doth reign all the time of the rei-- 
terated Diffolutions ; that is, from the Conjunétion | 


‘of the two Sperms to the perfeét Calcination of the: 


body, the whole time of the flight of the Eagles,, 
and here Mercury hath its Habitation and dwelling | 
place, he being born out of the Chaos, when the wa-- 
ters were feparated from the waters, and is by Na-- 
ture diftil’d into the Centre of the Earth 5 for as: 


_ Sandivogius {ays, The four Elements in the firft Opera-- 


tion of Nature do, by the help of the Archeus of, Na-- 
ture, diftil into the Centre of the Earth a ponderous or: 
heavy Vapour of Water, which is the Seed of Metals, , 


and is call'd Mercury, by reafon of its Fluxibility, and| 


its Conjunétion with every thing, not for its Effence 5 and | 
for its internal Heat tis likened to Sulphur, and after 
Congealation becomes the Radical Moifture. And alle. 
though the body-of Metals be procreated of Mercury, , 
( which is to be under{teod of the Mercury of Philofo- 
phers ) yet they are not to be bearkened to, that think the : 
vulgar Mercury is the Seed of Metals, and fo take the: 
Body inftead of the Seed. Now though he be diftill’d | 
into the Centre of the Earth, yet doth he afcend a- - 
| . 
‘if Fain 
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gain to Heaven upon the Wings of the Spirit, and 
fo partakes of both Natures, and fhews his Triune 
Office, which his Hieroglyphick doth point forth, 
for his Body is Hermaphroditical, but his Caducean - 
Rod is. Male and Female ; For by the Female ke afcends 
to the Courts of Heaven, and by the Male he defcends to 
she Cemtre of the Earth, and by- this fame Power, be 
draws Souls out of Hell, makes all eyes yield to fleep, as 
Virgil writes of bim. By Hell is meant, out of the 
Philofopher’s Centre, and by Heaven their Supeti- 
or Waters; as he is God’s Vice-Gerent and Nature’s 
eldeft Son, he aéts moft powerful in the Mineral 
Kingdom: For inftance, Helmont tells you, that the 
Earth is only a Matrix for Generation, and that ‘tis 
not in the leaft tranfmuted, but remains the fame in 
Pondus, ‘as he gives you an Example in a Tree, 
which encreafed from a very {mall one to a. great 
one, endeavouring to prove that by Water only ve- 
getables receive their growth and encreafe ; ‘tis true 
this Do&trine in the common Produétion of things 
carrieth with it fome {miles of Truth, but in this 
Mineral Work the matter is clear otherwife, for the 
Earth doth here not only encreafe in weight, but al- 
fo in vertue ; for as Sandivogtus faith in his Treatife 
of the three Principles of all things, where he fhews 
the action of Body, Soul and Spirit, that the Spirit 
augments the quantity of the Body, but the Fire augments 
the vertue thereof, but becaufe there is more. of the Spi- 
rit in weight than is of the Fire, the Spirit is raifed, 
and opprefjeth the Fire, and draws is to tt felf. and fo 
every one of them encreaferh in vertue, and the. Earth 
which is the middle betwixt them, encreafeth in weight, 
nay alfo'in versue ; for from a fimple Earth, ‘tis 
brought to a noble and fufible Salt, which by Arte- 
phius js cal'd Sal Albroe, the beft and nobleft of all 
Salts; for the Seminal; Leffas of the Barth unites 
- with the $eminal Vitality of the Water, from whence 
comes the Vegetation, Multiplication and Exagfati- 
on; for.in the Univerfal. Spirit is the Multiplicative 
Power of all things, as hath been often hinted and 

7 candidly 
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candidly deliver’d, avd that Metals are generated 
out of a Body Spiritual and Spirit Corporal; from 
thefe two kinds of Salts all things in the Macro and 

Mécrocofm are generated, as the Mauritanian Phi- 
fofopher truly fays, and my Opinion is, that it is an 
excellent and elaborated piece, if you will but take 
the word Man for Microcofm, which indeed is the 
foundation of our Seeds whether the fault lies ia the 
Tranflator, or a willful veil of the Author, I thail 
here omit. 

_ Thefe two Salts are plainly intimated by Sendivo- 
gius, where he fays, you muft mix the two Waters 102 
gether, that isto fay, the Cceleftial and Terreftrial ; 
for altho’ the-Golden Seed isin the Earth, the Lu- 
narisin the Air, and fhe is the radical Moyfture 
of Metals therefore Philofophers fay, that. Mine= 
rals have their Roots in the Air, and their Heads 
and Tops in the Earth: But feeing thefe truths are 
Myfterious and Profound, and far above common 
reach, many will not be convinced without figns and 
wonders; and no wonder, feeing they demanded 
this of Chrift, the Author and. Foundation of our 
Salvation but he anfwered them, none fhould be 
given but that of fora, who.was three days and 
three nights in the Whale’s Belly, fo fhould the Son 
of Man be three nights and three days in the heart 
of the Earth, before his Glorious Refurreétion; So 
with divine fubmiffion to that holy Reftorer, I will 
an{wer, in the reftoration of Nature, this is as fig- 
nificant a fign as anys and they that will not be- 
lieve this, fhall have no other given them ‘in this 
Book. For as thy Mercury floweth from the Ocean 
of Nature’s Catholick Spirit, it muft contain an uni- 
verfal and unfpecifick Nature, and fuch degrees of 
purity, as to be able to defcend into the Centre of 
the Earth, and there to kill and putrify the firft 
{permy Matter (and Thee alfo to all vain notions in 
Phifffophy ) and after death afcend again on the 
Water ( and make thee alive in the deep fenfe of 


Nature’s Myfterious Operations ) and finally into 
. the 


~ 
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the Air; getting a more Immortal and Celeftial 
Body; which right proceedings will not only con- 
firm thee, that thou art upom a right foundation, 
but alfo will open the pleafant fountains of Nature, 
and fhew her Myfterious Operations, and interpret 
thofe irrevocable Laws, which are written on fine’ 
leaves of Silver, in Capital Letters of Gold, the 
Preface to them is, Chat the alone, in fecondaryp 
Cautes, ts the ontp, truce, Wnrberfal Fountain and 
Pecan, whence all the true natural Wifdom is ob- 
tained; and he that doth not believe thefe figns, 
let him fuffer defervedly for his unbelief, for that 
he hath in his Mouth ftill the tafte of the firft fruits 
of Difobedience and Unbelief, that ancient mon- 
Rrous fin, a luft to the Carnalities of Elementary 
Corruptions, efteeming the vain glofles of notional 
Philofophy, beyond the fubftantial Glory of the 
true Light, and beauty of Nature, in her univer- 
fal ‘outgoings and aétion of Vivification 5 and that 
they do not confider ‘her as they ought to do, nor 
Mercury the univerfal, moft univerfal of all Nature’s 
Children ; for he ties and unites the Raies of the 
Sun and Moon together, and brings the Queen 
thofe ‘Garments which Philalerbes {peaks of in his 
Chymical Fountain, which are fo charming and beau- 
tiful, that no man can ‘believe it without a fight 
thereof. 4 
Let it fuffice, that this Book is written from an 
Hypothefis, as ancient as the World it felf, in ithat 
Yorefer you to thofe Golden Leaves, contained in 
‘this univerfal Book of Nature, and learn from thence 
‘her: ‘Spiritual Operations and to underftand the 
Wifdom, that revealsthe Myfteries of this univers 
fal Office of Mercury; for as 1 have often thought 
‘amd fometimes faid, by the knowledge of ‘the two 
Fountains, all things requifit for Man's Happinefsin 
this World, and that which isto come, may be un- 
‘derftood; for from the natural, the things of Na- 
ture, and'from the divine, the divine Myfteries are 
conceived, for that it isof an informing and teach- 
ing 
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ing vertue, reminding us of our Duties, and by thee 
Grace and Fayour given, doth allure man to a livingg 
Faith, to walk agreeable te the Power of Religion,i, 
contain’d both in the Law.and Gofpel ; and all Pro-- 
-feffions and. Forms whatfoever are to me, as ann 
empty Shell without a Kernel, that deny the diétatess 
of this Divine Spirit; for “tis that by which trues 
Wifdom only is obtained, even that Wifdom that iss 
to be efteemed before Riches, and Underftanding be-: 

fore abundance of hidden Treafure. 7 
But it very often proves to thofe that do feek itt 
aright, as it did to Solomon, viz. to bring with itt 
Riches, Honour and length of Days; for this endi 
have I fo often direéted youto the Fountain it felf,, 
where you may come to underftand Mereury’s Trtune: 
Office, that fo you may come to feethat Type, im-- 
planted by God in Nature, even a true Emblem off 
the Heavenly Ferufalem; and therefore do 1 againa 
and again: Invite all fuch, as defire to be Poffeflors off 
this great Myftery, to prepare themfelves againftt 
the day of Mercury, God’s Vice-gerent’s appearances, 
who hath in one hand his Snaky Rod, and in the Or 
thera Triune Key, which unlocks the Myfteries off 
Acetum, Elixir and Azoth 3 nay, all other neceflaryy 
ones, in the mixture of our Seed: As alfo, whyy 
the Seed is caft into fucha difmal, darkfome Cavern,, 
or Magical Cell, even to hide it from all fuch thatt 
are not thereunto ordained. So above all thingss 
tis highly neceffary to learn Mercury's Office in par-- 
ticular, and Nature’s in general; and alfo.to knoww 
her firft mixture inthe Bowels of the Elements, ass 
in the womb of their great Parent, how the Spermn 
and Seed is there formed, endued with Life, and fo» 
awaken’‘d, as to be brought out of Power into Real? 
Aét ; this hath allways been the advice of the Bros} 
thers of the R. C. and then there would be moret 

Philofophers and fewer Broilers. 4 
Now as in this work of the Efxir, the principless 
are confufed, a Chaos; for the Central Waters havez 
not a radical Union with the Celeftial, for aaets is ar 
rude: 
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‘Crude Air or Firmament that divides them, fo that 
thou.muft firft learn to take off Mercury’s hat, if 
thou intends to exalt him froma natural to a Mille- 
_ nary Perfeétions able to redeem the imperfeét plane- 
tary forms, that come by Mercury’s depreffion or un- 
profitable fhadows , wherewith his pure Spirit is 
<¢overed over. ) 
The praétice of this is candidly fhewn by Phi/ale- 
thes, where he faies, Our Artis to compound twe Prin- 
cipses, ( one in which the Salt, and another in which the 
oe of Nature doth abound ) which are not yet per- 
fe, nor yet totally imperfett, end ( by Confequence ) 
may therefore (by our Art) be changed or exalted, 
which that ( which is totally perfe2 ) cannot bes and 
then by common Mercury to .extrad not the Pondus, but 
the Caleftial Vertue out of the compound, which vertue 
{ being Fermentat ) begets. in the common Mercury an 
Offspring more noble than it felf, which is our true Her- 
maphrodite, whieh will congeal it felf and diffolve the 
Bodies. And experience fhews, that in this work of 
the Elixir it doth divide it felf into two principal 
‘parts, viz. Laton and Azorh ; Laton in the bottom, 
and Azotbin the top, and Laton is by Azoth whiten- 
ed, therefore I think it neceflary to treat of thefe 
ina Chapter apart, fo fhall here conclude this. 
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CHAP. VIL. 


A Theophyfical Inveftigation concerning the: 
Nature and Produéion of Laton. 


Aton is produced out of the Elixir, as a Body! 
out of Water, as being that wherein the cor-- 
poral Impurity is yet contained ; Laton, fay the Phi-- 
lofophers is Gold, that is, the Philofophical Gold,, 
which muft be redeem’d by Azoth : For the Seed off 
Gold doth lie in Gold, although in a clofe compa-- 
étion under the ftrong metallick Folds, which the: 
~Hermaphroditical Mercury, mention’d in the laftt 

Chapter, hath power only to open. | 
The Poets have alfo given a very clear diftini-- 
on concerning the nature and produétion of Latons; 
the Fable of her Birth I fhall omit, having done: 
that in my <Avalnfis Chymica Theolog. Poetic. andi 
only fhew, that fhe is faid to bean Ifland floating ina 
the Sea, and hid under Water, and afterward be-- 
came fixt and immovable s her name imports her Na-- 
ture, being call’d Latova from Lateo to hide, that -is,, 
fhe is hidden in the Elixir, and by the feparation byy 
fire becomes manifeft. She is faid to be déliver’di 
of two Twins, {c. Diana and Apolios; firft of Diana,, 
who was as a Midwife to her to bring forth Apollo,, 
all which fhadow forth profound Truths, and fhewss 
that in her Bowels is contained the Solar or Goldena 
Seeds and therefore if ever you expeét to fee Apollon 
in his Golden Robes befprinkled, it muft be by thes 
diffolution of this Barth, for tis that, which is fabledi 
out by ‘funo, the Twin Sifter and Wife of #upiter,\, 
whom Poets feign he let down in fhewers of Goldi 
with a treble Thunderbolt at her feet, therefores 
the whole bufinefs is, that Laton be fo perfeéily calé< 
cined, as that it may admit of this Golden enh ss 
eke Wea his ors 
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for as this Gold is noble, fo is its Mother far more no- 
ble, for So/ of all the natural Forms,hath nothing com- 
parable to it for Luftre and Beauty, yet the Mother of 
Sol, or M.rcury of the Philofophers, that being fuper- 
natural, is far more beautiful; for there is no com- 
pare, the nature of this Mercurial, Sulphureous Light | 
being fuch, as to dart into the Ocean of Nature’s Uni- © 
yerfal one; O the fecrets of this Science, that demon- 

rates the Triune Office of Mercury, and fhews his 
noblenefs and unparallel’d vertues, which Centre 
in a paradifical Purity: For Mercury may be faid 
Fanus like, to have a. double face, by one he looks . 
towards Elementary Corruptions and Generations 
within the verge of Elements, he being the life and — 
Death of every thing natural; by the other he looks 
Eternity-ward, for the fire or breath of his mouth 
reprefents the fire ef the general Conflagration, 
when the very Elements fhall melt for fervent heat, 
and a new Heaven and new Earth Philofophical fhall 
be created. 


The central heart of Mercury is alfo endued with 
a double Effence, one Immutable, the other Multi- 
plicative, all by the vertue of Lights; the motion - 
of which is the higheft fire in the World, and 
will fuffer by the re-aétion of no contrary thing g 
for this Laton or Gold, redeemed by this Mer- 
curial fire is melted opened and calcined, and in 
fuch a way as the common fire can never perform, 
and therefore receives a more high and hoble puri- 
fication, and in fome fence demonftrates immorta- 
lity, nay common Gold it felf thews much of the 
verity of this thing, and that ’tis endued with e- 
qual dominion of pure Elements, not fo much in 
quantity as in quality; therefore is it a perfeét 
Birth of Nature by a united Specification, wherefore . 
it bears all the fiery Examens, but alas in its higheft 
perfeétion ’tis but a fignature of the Sun, and differs 
as much from the fuilnefs, as a fhadow doth from 
the fubftance. 
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- Now the fullnefs of its vertue remains in thatt 
general Minera, where Mercury is refident in hiss 
Triune Office, from whence not only So/ and Lunee 
are formed ; but alfo the moft noble and chaft vir-- 
gin Diana is beautified with the circles of Light, alll 
which {pring from the Elixir, as will be hereafterr 
fhewn. For the incorruptible Elements get domi¥- 
nion over the corruptible, whence is produced aa 
moft perfect Birth, ( and next to the Soul of Man | 
which being artificially exalted toa Light, you mayy 
thereby difcern many Myfterious Seals, which thee 
Eternal God ftamped in the Light, as before hinted 
in the firft fignature of things; for by the way, II 
would have you to obferve, that the univerfal figz- 
net contains all the vertues of the inferior ones, ie 
they fpring and arife from tke primitive root ob 
univerfality, and have palsd Salmacts’s Fountamy, 
having there effeminated themfelves in the firft raa- 
- dical Moyfture, and being thus exalted to its beau+- 
tiful form, itis a Genus rather than a Spectes, andd 
as before hinted, the moft univerfal that. hath beenn 
or ever fhall be in the aétion of vivification. - | 

For fuch like reafons as thefe it was, that thofe in-- 
quifitive after Nature and her Secrets, became foo 

rofoundly Wife, even by their infpeétion into thiss 

ns, and were enabled to defcribe the Nature of In«« 
dividual Spectes from the original Head-fpring, witha. 
out the help of Books; for faith Sandivogzus, Het 
that is in the Centre ts able to write mary Books, be-= 
caufe things are plain and feafable to be underftood,, 
for there the Revolutions, Durations and Mutati-i- 
ons of all the Spheres is plainly to be feen, ‘andi 
what will be their eternal change from a 


ry Corruption. So that when thou comes to fe 
Nature unvailed, and the body of Laton radica' 
diffolved, thou wilt find nothing more clear and cafi=- 
did than what I have here written, for I have fhewna 
the union of the Earth and Water, and of its maes 
king one Globe, and how the Earthis in the Water,, 
and the fire in the Air, whichis the life and ative 
0) 
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of the whole; for Lato muft be regenerated by. 
dzoth, if ever you defire to fee him in his beautiful 
“Garments, and that the Reader may better under-* 
ftand. what this Mercury that fo often dies and re- 
generates himfelf is, I will give fome fhort hints of 
his Office in the Work. & 

He is that firft ative Power that excites the 
Sperm to Motion, and information of the Body and 
Exaltation 3 he is the fole drudge, for he plows the 
Earth, and beats the Water with his Breaft, and 
firikes the azure Skies with his Rods he is here a 
Body, and there a Spirit, and in his Triune Power 
becomes victorious over al! the Elements, and that 
in a triumphant manner, communicating of his li- 
ving vertues to the more imperfect and decaying 
Species, and giving the Homogeneous more living 
and durable Qualities, This the Divine iermes, 
who is called the Father of the Philofophers knew 
right well, for in his Smarag dine Table he faith, 
That the Father of it is the Sun, and the Moon the 
Mother, and the Wind or Air carries it in its Bellys 
to the Truth of which all true Philofophers have, 
as with one mouth, born a faithful Teftimony, figu- 
ring out the fame as with the moft artificial Pen- 
cil, which I from my experience have methodically 
collected and digefted 3 therefore I fuppofe, thou 
mayeft never expeét to have this Art more plainly 
open’d, than what I have done inthis Book, until 
the fullnefs of time come, that the fecrets of ali thefe 
Myfteries fhall be made manifeft, therefore if thou 
doft not underftand me, never expeét to obtain it 
from Authors, feeing that in many of their Writ- 
ings are contained fuch Myfterious Knots, that a 
Tyro can never untie without he comes to that 
ftill Silence which Hermes {peaks of, which opens 
the intellectual Springs, and if thou art thereunto 
ordained, will fhew thee the budding of Mercury's 
Caduce, as it were in thy hand, like that of Aaron's ; 
For I’\l affure thee, that in thefe Natural Myfteries, 
Matters unpremeditated flow to me for thy Benefit, 
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in this Writing; yet I am forced to cloath it in 
that decency which becomes a Philofopher, lea 
I fhould tranfgrefs that Divine Precept, where ii 
is commanded, Thou fhalt not give the Childrens bre 
zo Dogs, as well knowing, that "tis the gift of Go 
as alfo that "tis his free gift, and therefore he will 
be the fole Difpenfer of it according to his Akl 
mighty Pleafure until the fullnefs of time. 
- This Body of Laton being known and preparedd 
muft be redeem’d from all earthly Corruptionn 
for as theie is a Reftoration for Man by the Verr 
tue and Ftficacy of the well beloved Son of Goc 
according to thofe Conditions and Divine Precept 
Jaid down in Scripture ; fo there is the like promifi 
for Nature in general, that we. equally look for © 
new Heaven and a new Earth, and a Spiritual Fee 
yufalem, which fhall be adorned with all the Gld 
ries of God 3 for all vifibles we now fee muft pa 
-away. and then will be feen what now is invifiblée 
which hath been hid from the generality of Mann 
kind, ever fince the foundation of the World, whicc 
is the converting of a Quadrant into a Circles; a 
enjoyment of the Fifth Monarchy of Nature, whic 
is pofl fied by the way of Love, it being a Trinit 
in Unity, aud Unity in Trinity : For the true knows 
edge of Mercury's Titune Power will fhew man t 
true Emblem of the Garden of Eden, the Paradifif 
of God, about which there is to this day fuch : 
clafhing among the feeming Learned, where ii 
fhould be, whether upon the vifible arth or note 
which that it is, fomé have granted for certainn 
but withal allow it to be an Embarafiment to finds 
being by Divine Authority guarded by the Chee 
rub.’ But at the beft, thefe are but Carnal Reaa 
fonings, for they will not conceive this Flaming 
Sword to be Death, and the feparation of the Ele 
‘mentary Corruptions; a Type of which is plainly 
feen in Nature, which they know nothing of, an 
therefore do imagine the Glories of God not to b 
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as they are, without they were comprehenfive and 
_-vifible to them. . | . | 
-. And therefore I will define Paradife, to be a pure 
 Ceaileftial Vertue, implanted by God in Nature, - 
ahd hath its Refidence in the Centre of this Uni- 
verfal Sperm, and remains there as: the Conferva- 
tor of Life and durability ; to this great Truth do 
all the true Chymical Philofophers, as with one 
voice confent : So with divine fubmiffion to that E- 
ternal Being, which created Man, and placed him 
in the Garden of Eden or Paradife, a place of plea- 
 fure and delight, Vil define the Caleftial Paradife 
- to be in the Centre of the Czleftial Orbs, and 
ftands in Harmony with the Sun, making but one’ 
Sphere with it ; and this my Opinion is grounded 
from the words of the Apoftle Pau/, where he fpeaks 
of his Divine Traace, faying, J knew 4 Man ir Chrift | 
‘above 14 years ago ( whether in the Body, I cannot 
tell, or whether out of the Body, I cannot tell, God 
knoweth ) fuch an one caught up to the third Heavens 5 
and in the two following verfes repeating the fame 
words,. he adds, that he was taken up into Paradife, 
and beard unfpeakable words, not lawful for Man to ut- 
ters fo that confequently the third Heavens is Pa- 
redife, and contains fuch Myfteries, as man in the 
fall’n ftate fhall never fully comprehend, untill he 
return by the work of Regeneration. But while 
man is an Alien to this Spiritual Country, he is 
link’d and chain’d faft to the forbidden Fruit, that 
Tree of knowledge of Good and Evil, which feeds 
the fenfual and earthly Nature ; fo that he neither — 
can nor muft eat of the Tree of Life, until he re- 
turn to that one living Faith and know the Rock 
of it, even Chrift, who in ali ages is the ftay and 
foundation of his Church. Here Miracles are not 
ceafed, for the Spiritual Eye is open’d to fee from. 
whence they are fall’n, in order that-they may re- 
turn again, by pafling through the Flaming Sword 
of theCherub, and knowing the Water of Rege- 
neration, which gives admittance to the Tree of 
. D 4. Life, 
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_ Life, which ftands in the midft of the Paradife of 
God, whole leaves are for the healing of the Na- 
tions freely, without money or price. 

I have a Magazine of fuch like Secrets as thefe 
to write, and more efpecially concerning the Seeds 
of Elements, and that pure Type which is to be 
raifed out of thefe Corporal Elements by the grand 
Tyrant of the Earth, as well as the Fire of Confla- 
gration; for as there is a particular, fo is there a 
general purification, by Water and Spirit, and then 
by Fire. But what fhall I fay, fhould leven {pend 
and be fpent to invite, I am fatisfied *twould not a- 
vail while the Man of Sin thus remains; for Wit 
dom hath been tender’d to all, and the Porch of her 
‘Temple ftands allways open by Night and by day, — 
and her Minifters inviting thee to enters; © Man! 
who ever thou art, for her Call is to all the Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth ; but Solomon teftifies that alltho’ _ 
fhe thus fpeaks, yet few are they that regard her 
Call; and altho’ I fay by her, as *twas faid by the 
Spoufe in the Canticles, altho’ fhe is black, yet is 
fhe comely ; and King Solomon compares her to all 
the Glories that this World affords, the better to 
make her received, yet was fhe defpifed ; the more’s 
the pitty, and remains the fame to this day. 

Now feeing this Art carries f© many Myfteries 
with it, we ought therefore in all humility to labour 
to prepare our felves, fo as.to know the hour when 
the Lord’s Call fhall be, and with the five wife Vir- 
gins to have Oyl in our Lamps, that when the Bride-. 
groom Calls we may be admitted. | 

It is good at all times to be zealoufly affetted, 
according to the meafure of knowledge received, and 
then it is upon a good ground to be hoped, tho’ we 
may not be fo rightly inform’d, as we fhould, that it 
will be accepted: This was the cafe of Saul, who for 
his Zeal was converted to Paul, tho’ at the fame time 
he had the Writ of Perfecution about him, yet he 
was made an Apoftle of Jefus Chrift; for that God, 
who knows the hearts of all, told him, he had made 
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- hima chofen Veffel, and could in that very minute 
have fhewed him all that was neceflary for his Con- 
verfion, if it had ftood good with his Divine Plea- 
fure 3 but he was order’d or fent to Means, {c. to go 
-intothe City to Annanias, and there to be told what 
_ hefhoulddo. From hence { have learn’d thus much, 
that *tis very profitable for information, to follow 
the ordained Means, which is diligent Study and 
continual Labours, for I am very apt to think that 
the Almighty hath given opportenity to many, but 
they have willfully neglected it. = 

And as no mortal Man knows the Cowicel and 
Decrees of the Allmighty, fo none dare open the 
Flood-gates of thefe Myfteries more fully, than he 
finds himfelf Commiffioned, and hath peace in his 
Confcience for fo doing ; but I have a fecret faith, 
that the day is even at the door, that fhall reveak 
and bring to light hidden things, even thofe of the 
greateft concern for Man’s temporal and eternal Weil- 
fare. But, defigning, if God permit, to write more’ 
fully of thefe Myfteries, 1 fhall omit them here, or 
any further difcourfe of Latex, and fo conclude, — 
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A Theophifical Inveftigation concerning the 
Rife and Produttion of Azoth. — 


Zoth hath its Rife and Birth from the Elixir, as. 
well as Latons for, as I faid before, as the one: 
inhabits the lower part, fo doth the other the up-. 
per: This truth is confirmed by Count Jrevifan, , 
who faith, That Azoth ts drawn out fd, the Elixir as’ 
Oyl out of Water, and is hot and moifts; and Philgle- 
thes in his Expofition on Xiépley likewife thus: The’ 
Elixir is divided into a more fubtil part which is called | 
Azoth, and the groffer pare is called Laton, whichis by 
Azoth wafhed and whitened. In Rebis the Matters are’ 
confufed, in Elixir they are divided, and in Azoth they ' 
are conjoyned with an infeparable Union. 

This is that Menftruum they fo much do magnify, , 
faying, That Azoth or Fire is fufficient for thee, in 
the middle or end, tho’ not at the beginning 3 and 
Bafil Valentine in his Manuals, pag. 487. fhews a rea- 
fon for it, faying, That this Spirit renews both Men 
and Beafts, like the Eagle, confitmeth whatfoever is bad, 
and produceth a great age to long Life; this Spirit of 
Mercury is: the chief Key of ail my other Keys, of” 
whick I bave written in the beginning thereof, wil 
I call come ye bleffed of the Lord, be you annointed with ° 
Oyl, and refrefhed with Water, Embalm your Bodtes, | 
that they may not Putrify, get a bad fent and ftiuk; for | 
the Heavenly Water is the Beginning, and the Oy! a Me- 
dium, which doth not burn, becaufe’tis made out of a 
Spiritual Sulphur, and the Balfom of Salt is Corporeal, | 
which is untted with the Water by means of the Oyl, 
— And again pag, 281. Férft know that no common Ar- 
gent vive is fit for our ufe, but our Argent is made, Hi | 
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the beft Metals by the Spagyrick Art, pure fubtil, clear, 
fplendent as a Fountain, tranfparent as Chriftal, with- 
out any Impurity; of this make a Water, or incombufti- 
ble Oyl, for Mercury was at the firft water as al] Pbilo- 
fophers agree to this my faying and Doétrine, 

The manner of its Preparation is candidly deli- 
ver'd by Flammel, who above:all others hath unti- 
ed the knot, and defervedly carries away the Gar- 
land; for he faith, when you come to Lato, the 
Matter muft be divided into two parts, the one to 

_ wath and cleanfe, the other to be cleanfed and nou- 
“rifhed; for Laton muft enter the Nymphs ‘Bath, to 
be cleanfed of his Leprofy, and that Infant when 
born, muft be indued by the living God with a ve-. 
_ getative Soul s yet however thefe words are Myfte- 
 Yious enough, ti!l praétice demonftrates them: This 
truth he himfelf agrees to, faying. ‘tis a fecret, moft 
admirably fecret, which for want of underftanding, 
hath made fools of all thofe who have, fought with- 
out finding it; and hath made every Man wife, that 
beholds it with the eye of his Body or of his Spirit. 
For in the knowledge of Azorh the whole Secret 
_ confifts, and as *tis cuftomary in the Books of Phi- 
lofophers, to make Repetitions, I here again tell 
thee, that our three Keys are Acetum, Elixir and 
Azoths and Azoth is, as it were, the fruit of the o- 
ther two. Now Acetum is the four juice of Minerals, 
fimple and compound; fimple in refpett to its Ef- 
fence, and compound in refpect to the faline and ~ 
fulphureous Earth it contains; this goes before in 
“preparing the Elixir, and out of the Elixir comes 
Azoth, fo called for its puvity and incorruptibility 5 
and becaufe this is the moft fecret and myfterious to 
be underftood, I fhall be the more large in my De- 
{criptions; for this Fire is a fimple compound, fim- 
ple in refpeét to its Heavenly and Spiritual Eflence 5 
compound in refpect to’ the manner of its mixture 
and operation through the Elements, fo as to in- 
form Matter with Light, then have you active and 
paffive, fuperior and inferior, the true aria 
bef _ ditical 
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ditical Mercury, to which all the Philofophers have 
born this Teftimony, There is in Mercury whatever 
the wife Men feek: Thisis thé true Avy. Hermetis and 
Mapical Aniaday or everlafting Spring, that flows to 
the Paradifical world of the Sopht, where Mercury is 
rightly underftood in his Triune Office, and to have 
an Animal, Vegetable and Mineral Life, and yet of 
kin to the moft perfect Mettals, for ’tis by this a- 
lone the body is redeemed; and to be fhort, this. is 
that floating Soul, which hovers up on top of the 
Mountains, and primitively did build her Neft, as 
Bafil Valentine {ays, in the coldnefS of the Snow, 
where her Chickens die for cold by the coldnefs of 
the Snow, but the Eggs being laid, and incubated 
_ by the old fiery Dragen, or firft Male Sulphur, the 
cold Matrice of Mercury is animated with Heat and 
Life, and Spiritual. Seed, which prepares it as a 
fweating Bath for the King. Here you fee there 
appears fomewhat of diverfity between Laton and 
Azoth, the one being hot and dry, the other cold 
and moift; the one Male, the other Female; the one 
the Body, the other the Soul: So that by confe- 
quence a Medium muft be found out, partaking of 
both Natures, by which they are reconciled, 
. This Medium between the hot and the-cold ‘is 
Moifture, and that between Body and Soul is Spirit, 
the quinteffence of which is that pure vital Fire, that 
contains all the Elements, yet it felf is no Element : 
For as it hath defcended into the Centre of the 
_ Earth, and partaken of Purgation, fo hath it again 
afcended into the Air, and holds the Wind in its 
Fift, in ali to bring about its Immortality, And in 
this production it changes it felf into various forms s 
one while ’tis Female, another while Male, and be- 
- tween both thefe States, Hermaphroditical ; nay it 
types forth many Divine and Supernatural Myfte- 
ries, and as the Author of the Cline Bawer {aies, 
that great Office of Chrift’s Reconciling God with 
Man, which perhaps hereafter I may more’ largely 
touch at, but at prefent fhall only fay thus much con- 
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cerning it, and that without blufhing, That ’twas by 
the knowledge of this Medium, they knew there 
fhould be a more Heavenly one, which fhould de- 
{cend and be born of a Virgin, fuffer Death and 
Martyrdom, and open the Gates of Hell and Death, 
and then again afcend into the Bofom of his Father, 
and fit at his right hand, advocate on Man’s behalf, 
and fo have prophefied of his Nativity, fome hun- 
dred of years before it was. Read Armes, the 
Cline Bawer, and Sal Lumen, and Spiritus Mundi, é- 
{pecially Chapter 2. for thy further fatisfaétion ; 
that being accurately handled there, I will now come 
e fpeak of its Magnetick Power and Attraétive Of- 
cee 

This Spirit is the firft plain and manifeft Effeéts 
of Mercury’s Trzune Power, being the chief of our 
Sophical Fires; for firft, it Magnetically attraéts alf 
the vertue-out of the Earth, and now out of the Sea, 
and then out of the Air, but firft forms his Neft 
there ; from which Neft:you muft take our whiten- 
ing Water, yea even the Female Dove with all her 
Eggs, which are feven or nines but be fure you fe- 
parate her from her Neft, without deftroying her 
Young, for if you do, all your Labour will be in 
vain, for the Chicken is nourifhed in its blood, &&c, 

This aétive Medium, in its very firft Compofiti- 
‘on, is Powtanus’s Fire, and by thofe Rotations may: 
be underftood, why ’tis faid, ’tis taken elfewhere 
than from the Matter, and that it feparates nothing 
from the Matter, but turns the whole into Purity 3 
but notwithftanding his pretended candidnefs ana 
pitty to the Searchers, thou. canft not underftand’ 
him without a grain of Salt; for here is much of 
fubtilty and myftery lock’d up in thefe words, for iw 
every Operation there are many {uperfluities fepara- 
ted; nay even when Azorh is formed, and comes to 
att upon Laton, it cannot, as Artepbius plainly tells 
thee, diflolve the whole, but what is Homogeneous, 
throwing off the Feces, as Nature doth Corrupti- - 
on out of the ftomach by a voluntary Vomit. rai 
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therefore you muft not underftand him, as if there 
fhould be an union of.any other Matters for this 
would contradi¢ét the unanimous Authority of Phis 
lofophers, who fay in one thing alone is truth, and 
in plurality vanity. So that it muft be conceived 
only in refpeét to place and diverfity of Natures, 
ripenefs and unripenefs, purity and Celeftial vertue, 
and impurity and Corporal Corruption; what fhail I 
fay, I heartily wifh, that this my candidnefs may 
not deferve the fame Judgments to come upon me, 
as upon thofe that difcover the fecrets of the Elyfian 
Fields; but, O Reader! ’tis for thy. benefit, and ~ 
therefore let thy Prayers be for my Prefervation as 
for thy own. and let us not provoke the juft God by 
a finful abufe of his fecrets. 

This indeed hath been the only Gordian knot, 
which hath puzled me, in my hard and painful La- 
bours for many years, and will for ever puzle all the 
fond Doters on Alchymy. in their various and Hetero- 
geneous Mixtures, and for ever fhall puzle all fuch, 
as are not ordained to this Wifdom, notwithftanding 
our plain Defcription of the Matter, and Modus 
thereon ; and although I am not in full poffeffion 
of this great Medicine, yet can behold as in a Glafs, 
the various Operations, and meafurably defcribe the 
Glory thereof, being well fatisfied that the know- 
ledge thereof is to be obtained by all that will be 
induftrious, andif they can but once come to under-, 
ftand and know the dimenfions of our Seed in the 
Chaos, and how to feparate the fame, and to form 
the Female Mercury, for thou muft remember, that 
the Woman was taken as a Rib from the Mans fo 
mutt our Female be taken from the body, and be- 
ing, united in the moift Nature, the Female Seed is 
produced, without addition of any thing in the . 
World; but only as to diftingétion of Nature, place 
and manner of preparation, for thou muft by the 
- way obferve, that crude Mercury and crude Sulphur 
mutt from the very beginning be feparated, one by 


Art, the other by Natures the one carrying.an er 
rible 
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rible coagulating Salt with it, the other a wild Sul- 
phur or Fume, that burns the flowers of the Seed, 
fo that J advife all to beware of crude Airs for when — 
the Seed is ftirred up by the external Heat, ‘twill 
— caufe horrible Fumes in thy Glafs, and fo break it; 
I have obferved, that where thefe wrathful princi- 
ples remain, if they break not the Veffel, they will 
blaft the Seed, as they too often do in the great 
World 3 for were it not for the benign Spirit of Na- 
ture, that labours with all its might to rarify and 
difperfe them, they would deftroy Man and Beaft, 
therefore may I properly call them the principles 
of Wrath, which I fhall pafs by and come to thofe 
of Love, which are Laton and Azothg for Laton is 
_ the body of the World, and Azoth the Soul or Mind, 
and the Soul muft be reap’d above the Body in the 
Mind, as a Czleftial Seed, fuperior to Root or Stalk ¢ 
thefe things being obferved in practice, the Artift 
‘may be fatisfied, that he builds upon the foundation 
Rock of Truth, for that*in the great World the Of- 
fice of the fuperior and‘ aétive Elements is to ani- 
mate inferior Beings with Light, Heat, Life and li- 
ving motion, fo astocaufe vegetation through the 
great Ocean of Nature. 

For ’tis plainly fhewn to us by the irrevocable 
Law of Creation, that every Seed was firft Spiritu- 
al, and had its original ftamp, form and texture in 
the Light by the: Divine Finger of God, in refpegt 
to every individual Species, which caufeth them 
to this day only to produce their like, as experis 
ence daily confirms. This is one of the greateft 
Myfteries in Philofophy to be rightly underftood, 
nay it launches into many Divine Myfteries, for 
here is to be feen the Efficacy of the impreffion gi- 
ven by the divine former (as before hinted ) as well 
to Czteftial as Terreftrial Beings, therefore we can- 
not, nor indeed ought to fpeak or write of it, but 
with aftonifhing Humiliation and Holy. Praifes to 
that one Triune God, who created this Nature, as 
a Tran(cript or Copy of the Original. mu 
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But feeing that from the very firft formation off 
the Body, this Work of Purification is carried on,, 
¥ fhali quote fome Authorites from the Philofophers ; 
to fhew how it is effeéted, beginning firft with, 
Sandivogius, who tells you, That Sulphur is detained | 
in Prifon, and Salt is the Key to the infernal Pri-- 
fon, where Sulphur lies bound s foas Philadelphia faies, , 
Salt prepares Sulphur, Sait and Sulphur prepare Mercu-- 
ry, and Mercury muft weigh them in the juft Balance off 
' Libra. You may remember that Liiva is an airy) 
fign, yet is it pi€tured with a Sword of Juftice in) 
one hand, and the fcales of true Weights in the o-- 
there es 

The Philofophers' having mention’d the Office: 
of this Saturnal Salt in opening the door of the Pri-. 
fon, where Sulphur lies bound: Come let, us now’ 
fee by what attion itis perform’d, which I tell you: 
will be noother than that of Animating and Cheri- - 
fhing the Seed, until the pure Sprouts, Buds and. 
Flowers come forth, and after that the weighty’ 
Grain; for do not the Philofophers unanimoufly' 
tell you, that Heaven. and Earth muft be united in. 
the bed of. Friendfhip, fo that they may honour- 
ably reign all their lives; and wherefore elfe fhould 
Sandivogius fay, That the Earth is like a Spong, was it: 
not that it foould drink in the Spermy Aquacity of Mer- 
cury, and further, The Earth is the Receptacle of all, 
that is, for their purpofe, becaufe the Mercurial Spirit 
Zs counted for Earth till exalted; for as Philalethes 
fays, In the firft days of the Stone, there appears four 
Elements, of which three are inebe Mercury fublimed, 
and one in Sol, whichis counted all for Earth, till it 
be diffotued, and then it ferments the Mercury, and 
makes the three Quafities of it, which it hath drawn 
from three {ubftances to unite into one Mercury. Sandi- 
vogius doth alfo allow 4 twofold Mercury, where he 
fays, The firft Matter of Metals és twofold s the firft a 
Fiumidity mixt with hot Air in form of a fat Water, - 
adhering to things pure or defiled, and is govern’d by — 
Mercury in the Philofopher’s Sea, by the influence g 
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the Sun, Moon and Stars 3 the fecond the dry heat of 
_ the Earth, called Sulphur or Earth of Sulphur, which is . 
_» the prime matter, life and virtue of the Salt and Fire 
of Nature and of Metals; the place, centre and point 
as not the whole but the 8200th. part of the Seed, and 
an unrefolvable {park of its own diffolvable body, from 
whence ariferh a flame and prosifick Power, as Philale- 
thes hath it, 

Thus we fee that one Author unriddles another 4 

_ fay, they do even by their various expreffions of- 
_ ten unriddle themfelves; and as to the point in hand 

Artephivs doth wonderfully explain it, where he 
{peaks of the virtue of the Mineral Spirit, faying, 
_ ‘The Spirit is the Mineral Vertue of the two Bodies, and 

then he adds, and of thé Water, which carries the Soul 

or white Tinilure xpon the Bodies and out of the Bo- 
_ dies, as the Tindure of Dyers is carried by water on 
the Cloath. 

But for the Praétice I muft feck yet another in- 
terpreter, and here I will bring inthe Cline Bawer, 
for indeed if I underftand him, he hath fupplyed 
with his candidnefs, as to the practical part, what 
others feem to be filent in, where he fays, The Male 
“Mercury and Female, or the Spiritual Blood of the Red 
_ Lyon muft be united with the unfixed Blood of the Green 
Lyon, and both muft fland together in a Cellar for a time 
mithout Fire, and then will be feen with Admiration, 
what the firft Matter of Metals. is, vizs Gur, or rather 
an oyly unctuous Seed to be {pread like Butter s and 
if I remember him aright, he alfo gives you the Pov 
dus, which is four of the Male to nine of the Female. 

Bafil Valentine alfo hints at this Operation where 
he faith, The sof? precious Water, wherewith the Bride. 
groom's Babel muft be made, muft be wifely and with’ 
great care prepared of two Fencers, underftand of two 
contrary Natures, viz. bot and dry, cold and moift, thas 
one may drive out the other, and animate it fo as to pro- 
duce a wonderful Medium. 

_  Sandivogius intimates as much, when he fays, You 
muft feparare the Spitit from the Water, and let it return 
E t0 
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to the Earth, and putrify like a Grain of Wheat; the 
Faces being cat away, you muft bring tt from the deep 
again into Water, which will generate a Branch of an 
unlike fhape to either Parent, and altho’, as before 
hinted, he doth feem to fpeak of the unlawfulnefs of 
fhewing the way of extracting the Sal Armoniack or 
Mercury of the Philofophers out of their Sea-water $ | 
yet hath he here candidly given fome general hints j 
of it, therefore well may his Writings be efteemed | 
a Rofe, pluck’d out from among the Thorns. 
Another anonymous Author fays, The Soul hovers | 
in the Air and waits to redeem the Body, and to unite: 
with it, fo as to bring it to Immortality, alluding 1a the: 
Soul of Man: But methinks I hear my Reader to in-- 
- quire, what this Hovering is, to whom 1 will anfwer,, 
‘it may be well underftood by that, which is divinelyy 
deliver’d by Mofes in Genefis, where he faies, Thee 
Spirit of God moved on the face of the Waters, com-- 
manding light to come forth, and like a {wift wing-, 
ed Herald, proclaims its Embafly, feparating thes 
diftin& Natures, which lay unfruitfully hidden in thee 
Pavilions of Confufion, which was the feparating off 
the Waters from the Waters. So the like in thee 
Philofophers Chaos; for as I have already faid, thee 
Spirit proceeds from Unity, and pafling through thee 
difcord of Elements comes to Unity again, which iss 
Azoth, our whitening Water, and is made Perma+ 
nent only by the aforefaid Medium, which is thee 
white Wife, Pontanus’s fire, Artephius’s middle fub-- 
ftance, clear like pure Silver, which ought to recetvee 
the Tinure of the Sun and Moon, bis fharp Vinegar, inn 
which there is one of Antimony, another of Mercuryy 
fublimed, ’tis a Coagulated Mercury, but not fixt, ae 
Spiritual Body, fluxible in nature of a Body, yet volax 
tile in nature of a Spirit it is the Tyer of the Sun aned 
Moon together, , 
For Zaton being formed, it ‘mult be whiten’d byy 
Azoth, for the Body doth not Tine, except it bee 
Tined, becaufe of its thick and corporal Natures, 
therefore Philofophers fay, That’ Gold Colours not une 
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til its biden Spirit be drawn from it, which Sandivogi. 


_. ws intimates in thefe words: There is &iven to us one 


Metal, which 
_ ¢alls Magnet 
Sol and Lune 

in another pl 


bath power to confiume the reft, which he 
and-Chalybs 3 but the radical Moyfture of 
withftands it, and is better’d by its and 


ace he cautions you, to meddle with no- 


thing elfe but their Sait, which.is Mercury, and their 
Gold and Silver cover'd over with the Sphere of Saturn. 
And Artepkis (peaking of this Mercurial Fire, fays, 
“Tis the hidden fecrer of the wife Alehymi(t, the Philo. 


_ fopher’s Spirit 


or Fire, feparated from the Water and 


Blood ; for *tis that Mercury already mentioned, which 
is drawn from its red fervant and vitriolick Caverns, 
mberewith is adorned’; it is the diffolving Water, 
the Menftruwm in the Sphere of the Moon, that 
' knows how to calcine Sol, about which Volumns 
might be written; for the Mercury is not congealed, 
through a watry cold, but through a fiery warmth, 


from whence 


afterwards comes the glafly Sea of the 


Wife men, and the firft Candles of Medea’s lighting, 


_ by the light whereof. you may unde 
 fteries of Nature, and fee how Ma 
caft their Golden Star into the Se 


and the My- 
and Venus have 
Of Delos, from 


eae 
be 


- whence the Mercury is fo firengthen’d, as that it will 


be able to d 


evour the Companions of Cadmus; fo 


that you may difcern by this, how. the loweft is 
brought higheft, to be ftrengthen’d by the airy life 
of Bodies, and then the higheft will exalt the loweft ; 
for this Water is of fuch Tranfcendent Brightnefs, 


as that ’twill 
about by the 
duce. 


blanch Venus into Lune, and all brought 
twifting and twining of Mercury's Ca- 


Bafil Valentine detcribes it thus: Tis a volatile Fire 


in form of a Mineral Water, which congeals bis vole. 
tile Mother, and diffilves bis fixed Father, until they - 


become one in 
is -help’d by 
her common 


Mercury's Triune Kirgdom; for Mercury 
Nature and Art in a way far beyond 
Proce{s, and fo comes readily to mol- 


lify the Body, and prepare it for fufion and liquifa- 
faction; nay ’tis the fountain and Balvewm Marie, the 


Bo Fire 
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Fire againft Nature, becaufe it makes of Golda meer : 
Spirit, and diffolves it as naturally as Tce in Warm- 
water $ forthat Gold had its Original from it, and . 
rejoyceth in it, as its like: Nay ’tis the only agent in, 
the World for our Art, for it reduceth the body,, 
and caufeth it to putrify in the prefervation of form, . 
for Gold and Silver.only are amended in this Wa-- 
ter, for Nature rejoyceth in Nature, and fooner ad-. 
heres to it than to a contrary: “Tis our moift Fire, , 
our hidden invifible Fire, and the moft fharp Vine- - 
gar, of which an ancient Philofopher fays, I befought : 
the Lord, and he flbewed me a certain clear Water,, 
phich I knew to be the pure Vinegar, altering, piercing: 
and digeftirg the body. But withat you muft know by; 
the way, that ’tis.of an oyly Nature, and therefore: 
hath power to exalt Tinéture. a 
Thus having now run through the Natures of our: 
Menftruums fome and all, in which may be feen the: 
Nativity, Life, Death, Renovation and Exaltation: 
of Mercury to an immutable ftate, and that in at 
two-fold Nature ; therefore what appertains to. hiss 
Offices, in compleating the grand Medicine, I fhallt 
here omit, which if I fee convenient may hereafterr 
pafs the Prefs 5 this being all that was promifed in the: 
‘Title page of this Book, fo that I fhall draw towards: 
a Conclufion, but before 1 wholly finifh, I fhall, ra-- 
ther than offend the Procefs-mongers, give one? 
fhort Procefs containg the whole Work. a 
The firft Work is to unite the four Elements by the: 
Water, taken out of the beams of the Sun and Moon, andi 
then to feparate the Arfenical Sulphur and Earthy Feecess, 
that the Metailine Sulphur may appear, with this and thes 
common Moyfture of Metals, you come to the Philofo- 
phers Water or Sophical Fountain, wherein is contained) 
ibe Fire of the three firft Principles, which make after-- 
wards the Magisian’s Sol, Lune and Mercury, that is,, 
Salt, Sulphur and Mercury, which being once prepared,,. 
we come to the Sophical Work, and wheel of the Sophi.. 
The firft to begin with Amalgamation, which is Calcinae- 
tions for the irue Philofophers Calcination is Putrifae> 
: | wy ction 


a! 


Wy 


-. Gon, and 


the encreafe of Radical Moyfture, calPd by the 
Sophi the firft work 5 bur indeed ’tis the Jecond, becaufe 
they have hid the Preparation and grofs Conjunfion, and 
the next beginning the Principles are feal'd up in a Glafs, 
and as it foftens is cal?d Diffolutions for the hard is 
made foft, and the ripe 1s made Crude and Raw, and be. 


comes an undigefied Chaos,\no Form, and an Amalga- 
“ma, no Stone, but Pn fubfiance. The Separation 


of the Elements fers forward, and the virgin Principles, 
even the Magicians, Sol, Lune and Mercury aforemen- 
tion'd, the thin being feparated from the thick, there pro- 
ceeds conjunétion, or the union and conjoyning of all the 
diffedered Qualities s here ‘one colour follows another, 


oe, for as in the pirft Conjundion it is made from an Earthly 


toaWatery, fo to an airy Nature: So inthis fecond Con- 
juntlion, °tis converted from an Airy 10 a Watry, and 


from aWatry to an Earthly Nature; but now 'tis endued 


with fuch vertues, as that by another rotation, it will be 


made into a fireeabiding Tiniture, which, according as 
‘tis exalted and fermented, twill tranfmute the imper- 


fet Metals into Sol or Lune, ec. 


ee 
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CHAP she 


Containing a Theophifical inveftigation con- 
cerning the Probability of what the Phi- 
lofophers have afferted concerning the Art’s 
Excellency. 


Roa This Chapter is written by way ofgAn-— 


fwer to any dubious Query, that may arife in 
thy mind concerning the poflibility of this Art, 
and of the Myfteries it points forth ; but many of 
the Ancients have already learnedly and: excellent- 
ly perform’d this Task, having proved, that in the 
Preparation of this Medicine, allthe Types of the 
Antetype are beheld; inftance Bafil Valentine, where 
he compares the Triune Office of Mercury to type 
forth the Myfteries of the Holy Trinity, as in 
p2g- 347. 348. And again to all the Myfteries 
of the Prophetical and Evangelical Difpenfations, 
as thou mayeft read at large in pag. 121. 122, 
123, Sc. And again, the Water-flone of the Wife 
Men runs through all thefe Myfteries in Scripture 
Phrafes, the like do many Philofophers; but this 


way of proceeding, viz. to Allegorize the Holy - 
Scriptures is not} fo pleafant to me, ‘as to cull out 


fome backing Teftimonies from its Authority, fee- 


ing many things in Scripture feem to me very pat’ 


to the matter in hand; although 1 muft confefs, 
that Mofes gives a very large Map of the work of 
Creation, yet there is no particular mention made 
of Minerals, but the two firft Chapters of Genejis 
are fo material as to this Point, that it feems very 
plain to me, that Mofes did from a practical know- 
ledge of the Mineral Seed deliver that in thofe 
| Chapters, 
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Chapters, which many of the Philofophers have 
not done in all their volumindus Writings extant; 
and that I. may induce my Reader to a greater 
fatisfattion in this Point, I cannot fippofe they 


were omitted for any cther reafon, but that gene- 


ral one aforenameéd, for that they are afterwards 
~ named for the riches of fome. of thofe Countries, 
. divided by the Rivers, flowing out of Edens the 
name of the firft is Pfon, that is it which compafles 
_ the whole Land of Aavilah, where there is Golds 
- and the Gold of that Land is Good, there is Bdel- 
lium and the Onyx Stone. And the name of the 


 fecond River is Gihon, and the third River is Hid- 


dekel, and the fourth River is Euphrates; from which 
Eaftern Waters all Artifts confent, that Minerals 
_ had their Original. And what reafon can any mor- 
_ tal Man give to the contrary, that Minerals have 
no Seed multiplicable, feeing they yearly grow and 
yield encreafe, as well as Vegetables or Animals; 
Sandivogius having in his fixth Treatife decided this 
Point, I fhall omit enlarging on it, and fay with 
the Pfalmifp, Let the bright Beauty of the Lord our 
God be upon us, and guide thou the work of our hands 
upon us, and the work of our bands guide thou it, Pfal. 
go. and 19, For who hath defpijed the day of little 
things? For they {hall rejoyce, and fhall fee the (fone of 
Tin in the band of Zerubbabel with thofe fevens they 
are the eyes of the Lord, which run too and fro rbrough 
the whole Earth, Zech. 4. 10. For ’tis faid by Sirach 
alfo, Chap. 24. verf. 22. There are hidden greater 
things than thefe, fecing we have feen bur few of bis 
_ Works sand according to the Proverbs of the Wife 
men, Jn all thy ways acknowledge bim, and he fhall di- 
red thy Pathss again, Le that abides tn the fear of the 
Lord, and cleaves to bis word, and waits upon bis duty, 
neither Blacks nor Whites fhall move him, he {hall eafily 
make Gold out of Copper and Tinn, and fhall by Cod’s 
help do many more things, if Jehovah favour him 
he may then make Gold of Clay or Dirt, And fur- 

; E 4 ther, 
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ther, The refined Copper fpoken of -by Bfdras, as pure 
as Goldy the’ Maccabean Fire, which burn’d on the Al- 
tar, and the Water of the colour of Fire, given by the 
Angel for E{dras 10 drivk ; but thefe being already 
cited in my general Epi/t/e, 1 omit {peaking farther 
“of them inthis Book, confidering 1 labour not for my 
felt, but for all them. that feek Learning, Eccl. 22. 
v. 17. I fhall fhew the Reader, that the Seed of 
Metals being not particularly defcribed, and fo dark- 
ly deliver’d hath been the caufe in all Ages of fo 
much fweat and Labour, wherein Man eats. his 
Natural Bread 3 this hath been a Fate which the 
moft Learned of Men have in all Ages been fub- 
ject to. tie ; 
‘Tis fomewhere faid, Out of much Earth is turned 
a little Gold: But if we can find out the material 
Element, it will be no hard matter to know the 
next feedy Matter or Subftance ; _Au things that. are 
of the Earth fhall turn 10 Earth again, and they that 
are of the Waters fhall turn into the Sea, Eccl. 40. 
11. In Fob ’tis briefly touched, yet more plainly 
than elfcwhere, in one continued Place; The dead 
things are formed under the Waters, or near unto them. 
Job. 26. 5. This fheweth truly the material Ble- 
ments of the pureft Minerals; and again, The Si]. 
ver hath its vein, and the Gold its place where they 
take it. Iron is taken out of the Dujt, and Brafs is 
molten out of the Stones God puts an end to dark 
nes, and be wyerh the Perfection of all things, he 
fers a bound to Darknefs and of the fhadow of Deaths 
the Floud breaketh oui againft the Inhabitants, and the 
Waters forgorten of the Foor, being higher than Man, 
are gone aways the Stones thereof are a place of Sa~ 
phires, and the Duft of it is Gold: There is g Path, 
which .10 Fowl hath krown, neither hath the Kyte’s - 
eye feen; the Lyon's Whelps have not walked in it, 
neither the Lyons paffed thereby s he putreth bis hands 
upon the Rocks, and bis eye feeth every precious 
thirg; be bindeth the Floods, that they do not over: 


flow, 


_ fiom, and the things that are bid, be bringeth to 
Light 3. but where is Wifdom found, and where is Un- 
_ derftanding, &c. Not prophaning the Divine Ap- 
_ plication and fenfe of this place, Confider, as a 
_ Chymical Natural Philofopher, in thefe verfes, what 
is meant by dead things, Waters, Vein, Place, Dark- 
nefs, fhadow of Death, Floud,. Inhabitant, Bread, 
Fire Turned-up, Duft, unknown Path, Kytes-eye, 
Lyon’s-whelp, Lyons, Rocks, Mountains; and then 
you may boaft that you know the beginning, fper- 
matical fubftance and true Generation of Me- 
tals, 

I would have every induftrions Artif& well to. 
- confider the 4th. Chapter of Zephaz. efpecially that 
of the two Golden Pipes emptying the Golden 
Oyl; I’could indeed cite other Scriptures perti- 
nent to the Matter, but thefe being fufficient to 
any Man that hath the eye of his Underftanding 
open’d, not only to fhew him, that Metals were 
originally Created, but alfo the way of their Ge. 
neration and Production; brevity being defign’d, 
I hall omit farther Quotations from Scriptures, 
_and conclude this Paragraph with this firm Be- 
lief, ‘Ihat that Scripture will be fullfilled, where 
‘tis faid, Hidden things fhall be made manifeft, e- 
ven fuch things as have been hid from the Foun- 
dation of the World; and I underftand, that this 
alludes to that time, that the man of fin fhall in 
great meafure be finifhed, and the Church come 
out of the wildernefS in the White Garments of 
Purity and Righteoufnefs. : 

Hence I can believe no other, but that the Gold- 
making Art, fo call’d, will become common to the 
men of the new World, when Wifdom fhall be 
efteemed for Wifdom’s fake; therefure, O thou 
Defirer of Art, for thy encouragement, I advilé 
thee with Patience to wade through fome Errors 
at the beginning of thy Labours with content, as 
all true Philofophers have done; and indeed it / 

can- 
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cannot be otherwife expeéted untill the fullnefs of 
time fhall come, that*the Golden Calf fhall be 
ground to Powder, and Money fhall be efteemed 


like Drofs, and the prop of Antichrift dafh’d in 


pieces. O that we might -be all prepared for that 
long expected, yet now approaching univerfal day 
of Redemption; that our eyes may fee the new 
ferufelem, that is cloathed in White, come down 
from Heaven, which fhall abound with Gold in the 
fireets, and the Gates made with the richeft Stones, 
and that we may, pafs through that Holy River of 
" Regeneration unto the Tree of Life, whofe fruit 
is for thé healing of the Nations, given without 


Money and without price. O that we could fee 


the Adeptifts return from all the Corners .of the 
Earth, and the righteous Inhabitants thereof with- 
out fears or Snares of their Lives. O that this 
great glorious Monarchy of the North was elta- 
blifhed, that all who thirf might come freely to 
it; that the Swords might be turned into Plow- 
fhares, and their Spears into Pruning Hooks, and 
that the name of the Lord, which is as a ftrong 
Tower, may. be our defence, which are the - Walls 
and Bulwarks of Righteoufnefs. O that we could 
but once have our Affurance, that E/zas the Fore- 


runner of thefe mighty things was come, as I hope’ 


he is; and that he had beat his Alarum and found- 
ed the Trumpet for the Preparation of the King- 
ly way ofthe Lord. 1 would to God, that we might 
daily prepare our felves, fo as to receive this great 
Heavenly Bridegroom with a bowed down Spirit 
and a fanétified Heart, that fo we may not be 
found like the five foolifh Virgins without Oyl in 
our Lamps, and fo lofe the Admittance into his 
holy Prefence. O that all the traly ingenious may 
obtain their defire, by beginning in that_Wifdom, 
which fhall never fade, and that the earneft De- 
firers of Science might know the true interpreta- 
tion of all, that hath been Myfticaily delivered by 

. the 


: (8) 
_ the Philofophers from the Creation to this very 
_ day; that we may be a People of one Language, 
_ and one Heart, as they will be in the day of the 
Gofpel-Trumpet’s Sound, when they fhail come to 
eat of the Bread, and drink of the Water of Life 
freely, without Money or without price ; where 
the Myfteries of Nature will’ be unvailed, even 
_ thofe hid from the Foundation of the World, and 
things pafling unto their general Reftoration, where 
they fhall reft in their Eternal Quiess a Type of 
which every true Philofopher beholds, and how 
the Elements are unbanded, Principles produced, 
_ Bodies Calcined and Purified, in order to produce 
thofe rich and living Metals, even that Gold, which 
St. Fohw in the Revelations fays, The fireets of the 
new Ferufalem fhall be layed with, all which is 
brought about by the knowledge of Mercury and - 
his Regenerating Nature; for ’tis he that muft 
deliver into your hand that Triune.Key, that un- 
locks all the Myfteries of Nature, yea and her 
Book of Records too, wherein her magnificent A&s 
are feen, and the Myfteries fhe contains unlock’d 
and open'd, and will be to be viewed by all, to 
whom the Promifes belong, even thofe who are 
come through the many Tribulations, and have a 
Triumphant Song of Joy in their Mouths, even 
the Song of Mojes and of the Lamb; that is, the 
Song of Judgment and of Mercy, which the Sio- 
nites Sing upon the holy Mount Sion to that great 
glorious Being and fullnefs of all Beings, and to 
the Lamb that fits on the Throne for ever and 
ever, Amen, 

But feeing it is not our lott to fall in this Glo- 
rious day, although we fee the Day-ftar of it, 
and thereby are fenfibly awakened, fo as to awaken 
‘Others, that they may give diligent heed to Wif- 
dom’s Voice, and fo come to underftand, what 
hath been left on Record by the Ancient Pilgrims, 
concerning Divine and Natural Myfteries, which 

that 
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that they may is the fincere defire of him, who 
is a Brother and Fellow-traveller, &c.° 


I fhall now only add the Teftimonies of fome 
worthy Authors concerning this Arcanum, and fo 


conclude: The firft is that of Paracelfus in the 


Signature of Natural things, fol. 358.‘ This is a true 
‘ fign af the Tinfure of the Philofophers, that by 
‘its Tranfmuting force all imperfect Metals are 
‘changed, viz. the White into Silver, and the Red 
* into the beft Gold, if but the fmaileft part of it 
* be caft into a Crucible upon melted Metals, €8c, 
* Item, for the invincible Affrum of Metals con- 


* quers all things, and changeth them into a Na- | 
‘ture like unto it felf, &c. and this Gold and Sil- 


* ver is nobler and better, than that brought out of 
* the metalick Mines, and out of it may be prepa- 
“red better medicinal Arcana’s. Item, therefore e- 


‘very Alchymift, that hath the Afrum of the™ 


* Sun, can tranfmute all Red. Metals into Gold, 


© c, Item, Our Tinéture of Gold hath Aftral 


* Stars within its; it is a moft fixe fubftance and 
‘immutable in the Multiplication; it is a Powder 
‘having the reddeft Colour, almoft like Safron, yet 
‘the whole Corporal fubftance is liquid like Rofin, 
‘ tranfparent like Chriftal, frangible like Glafs 5 it 
‘is of a Ruby Colour, and of the greateft weight, 
‘€c Read more of.this in Pargcelfus’s Heaven of 
Philofophers. tem, Paracelfus, in his feventh ‘Book 
of Tranfmutation of Natural things, faith, ‘The 
‘ Franfmutation of Metals isa great Natural My- 
‘ftery, not againft Nature’s Courfe, nor againft 
‘ God’s Order, as many falfly judge s for the im- 
€ perfect Metals are not Tranfmuted into Gold, nor 
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‘ into Silver, without the Philofopher’s Stone. /tem, - 


Paracelfus in his Manual of the Medicinal Stone of 
the Philofophers, faith, ‘ Our Stone is an Heaven- 
‘ly Medicine, and more than perfect, becaufe it 
€ cleanfeth all filth from Metals. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Henry Khunrade, in his Amphitheater 
of the “Eternal Wifdom, ‘ I have travelled much 
* and vifited thofe, efteemed to know fomewhat by 
‘ Experience, and not in vain, &c. amongft whom 
‘I take God to Witnefs, I got of one the univerfal 
* Green Lyon, and the blood of the Lyon, which is 
“Gold, not vulgar, but of the Philofopherss 1 
‘have feen it, touch’d it, tafted it and fmelt it: 
*O how wonderful is God in his Works; I fay they 
* gave me the prepared Medicine, which I moft 
‘ fruitfully ufed towards the pooreft of my Neigh- 
*bours in defperate Cafes 3 and they did fincerely 
© reveal to me the true manner of preparing their 
‘Medicine, Oc, Item, This is the wonderful Method, 


_ which God only hath given me immediately and 


‘ mediately, ‘yet {ubordinate through Fire, Art and 


“Matters help, as well Living as, Silent, Corporal 


“and Spiritual, Watching and Sleeping. item, Fol. 


© 202, I write not Fables. With thy own hands fhalt 
.* thou handle, and with thy eyes fee the Azoth, &c. 


‘the univerfal Mercury of the Philofophers, which 
‘ aloe with its Internal and External Fire is fuffici- 
* ent for thee to get our Stone 3 neverthelefs with a 
‘ Sympathetick Harmony, being Magick Phyfically 
* united with the Olympick Fire by an inevitable 
*“necefity. ©c. Jtem, Thou fhalt fee the Stone of 
* Philofophers ( our King) go. forth of the Bed- 
‘chamber of his Glafly-Sepulchre in his glorified 
* Body, like a Lord of Lords, from his Throne, into 
‘this Theatre of the World, that is to fay, Rege- 


’ ©nerated and more than perfe&, a fhining Carbuncle, 


‘amoft temperate {plendour, whofe moft fubtil and 
*depurated parts are infeparable, united into one 


_ » © with a Concordial Mixture, exceeding equal, Tranf- 


‘ parent as Chryftal, compaét and moft ponderous, . 
“ eafily fufible in fire like Rofia or Wax, beforethe. 


* flight of Quickfilver, yet flowing without fmoak, 


‘ entering into folid Bodies, and penetrating them, 
s 6 as 
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‘as Oyl doth Paper, diffolvable in every Liquor 

‘and commiffible with it, fryable like Giafs, in a 

* Powder like Saffron, but in the whole Mafs fhin- 

‘ ing red like a Ruby ( which Rednefs is.a fign of a. 
“ perfeé& Fixation, and fixed Perfcétion,) permanent- 

“ly colouring or Tinging, fixt in all Temprations 

* or Tryals ; yea in the Examination of the burning 

€ Sulphur it (elf, and the devouring Waters, and in 

* the moft vehement Perfecution of the Fire always: 
* Incombuftible and Permanent, as a Salamander. 

‘ Item, The Philofopher’s Stone, being fermented in 

its parts in the great World, transforms it felf in- 

“to whatfoever is profitable to Man by the Fire ; 
© hence a Son of Art may perceive, why the Philo- * 
* fophers have given their 4zorh the name of Mer- 
“cury, which adheres to bodies, €c. And further in 
the fame place, ‘It is fermented with Metals, viz. 
* the ftone’ being in its higheft whitene{s is fermen- 
“ted with pure Silver tothe White ; but the San- 
* guine Stone, with pure Gold to the Red, and this is 
* the work of three days, €c. 


Thirdly, Ae/mont, in the Book of Eternal \Life; 
fol. 590. * I have often feen the Stone, and handled 
‘it, and have projcéted the fourth part of one grain, 
* wrapt in Paper, upen eight ounces of Quickfilver, 
* boyling in a Crucible; and the Quickillver with a 
* fmall noife prefently ftcod ftill from its Flux, and 
* was congealed yellow like Wax3 and aftera Flux 
* by blaft, we found eight Ounces, wanting, eleven 
* Grains, of the pureft Gold: Therefore one Grain 
‘of this Powder would tranfmute Nineteen Thou- 
*fand, One Hundred and Eighty Six parts of Quick- 
* filver into the beft Gold: So that this Powder is 
*found tobe of fimilar parts with Terreftrials, and 
‘doth Tranfmute infinite plenty of impure Metals 
‘into the beft Gold, uniting with it, and fo defends 
‘it from Ruft, Cancer, Rottennefs and Death, and 
* makes it in a manner immortal againft all ee 
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* of Fire and Art, and transforms it into a Virgin 
‘purity of Gold,- requiring only a fervent heat. 
Item, in his Tree of Life, fol. 630. 1 am conftrain- 
* ed to believe, there isa Gold and. Silver-making 
“Stone or Powder, for that I have divers times 
* made projection with one Grain thereof upon fome 
*thoufand Grains of boyling Quickfilver to a tick- 
ling admiration of a great multiude. And: far- 
ther, as is rehearfed in the firft Chapter, ‘ He who 
* gave me this Powder had fo much at leaft as would 
- *tranfmute Two Hundred Thoufand Pounds worth 
‘of Gold. Jtem, He gave me about half a Grain, - 
* and thence were tran{muted nine Ounces and three 
* quarters of Quickfilver into pure Golds and he 
* who gave it me was but of one Evenings acquain- 
* tance. ) 


Fourthly, F/ammel, faith, ‘ That the firft time he 
“made Projection, *twas on Mercury, whereof he 
* turned half a pound, or thereabouts into pure Sil- 
_* ver, better than that of the Mine. Afterward he 
‘ made Projeétion of the Red-{tone upon the like 
* quantity of Mercury, which he tranfmuated truly in- 
* to almoft as much pure Gold, more foft and more 
* plyable. : 


Fifthly, Raymond Lully, confined in the Tower of 
London by King Edward YW. was manifeftly known - 
to have this H/ixir, and with the fame he redeemed 
himfelf by paying a confiderable quantity of Gold, - 
which Gold was after Coined with this Infcription, 
Fefus autem Tranfruit medium tllorum, which is thus in 
Englith, Bur fe/us psffing rbrough the midft of them, 
ment his way 5 by which Motto the Lullian Gold may 
be known. 


\ | : Tae : 
sixthly, Ripley in the Preface of his twelve Gates, 
told King Edward in fo many words, That at Lou- 
vane he had made the white Stone, 
| »* Seventhly, 
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Seventhly, That of Dr. Dee to Queen Elizabeth, 
who caufed that an Iron Pan might be cut out from 
the Hoop, very obfervable, the which he Tranfmu- 
ted into Gold, exaétly fitting it as before, 


Eightly, Thofe fo many demonftrations in Ger- 
many, befides thofe Golden Ducats which were Coin- 
ed by the command of the Emperor, 9 4, on 
them, to fignify that the Gold was made by 
Art. 7 


Ninthly,. The Teftimony of Ofwald Crollius in 
his Preface to Baffilic, Chymi, concerning Michael 
Sandivogius, that noble Polander, which he calls 
Hellyosantharus Borealis, the Northern Beetle, ‘In 
* whofe hands he faw, with great Admiration and 
* Amazement, the wonderful Virtues and. Opera- 
‘tion of the Philofopher’s Tinéture, cqammonly 
*call'd the Philofopher’s Stone. | 


Tenthly, That of Dr. Helvetius, * Who received 
“a fmall Grain of Powder of E/tasthe Artift at the 
* Hague in Folland, which Tranfmuted fix drams of 
‘Lead into pure Gold, bearing all the Bffays at 
* Delph, { which my eyes have feen, and my own 
hands have handled. } ss 


Eleventhly, The Teftimony of Philalethes, who ~~ 
fays, ‘That one Man, that is an Adeptift, might — 
‘ Tranfmute into perfeét Gold and Silver all the im- 
“ perfeét Metals, that are in the whole World. Se- 
‘condly, he may by this Art make precious Stones 
‘and Gems, fuch as cannot be parallel’d in Nature. - 
‘for goodnefs and greatnefs ; and laftly, "tis an uni- 
* verfal Medicine for prolonging Life and curing all » 

* Difcafes. 


Twelfthly, 
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Twelfthly, A French Doctor who is Phyfician to 
the People of the French-Church, formerly living 
between Biflop-gate and Leaden-hall-ftreet, his Name 

_T know not, is pofitively fatisfied from aétual De- 
monftration, who faw Copper Farthings converted 
into pure Gold. Jtem, The thrice worthy 2. B, Efq3 
who aétually faw Tranfmutation, and wore a Ring 

of the fame Golds which was a promoting caufe to 
the Parliament, for taking off the A@ againft the 
Melioration of Metals, which was originally made 
upon the occafion of too too many being fatisfyed 
from that Demonftration of Raymund Lully, before 
mention’d, that the Art of Tranfmutation was real, 
but upon prattical fearch being found difficult to 
be obtained, the Effates of the Heirs and Heirefles 
wafting fo faft, as I have been irform’d by an ex- 
cellent Politician, it was thought: highly expedient 

«to make a fevere A& againft it; both which A&s to 
me is a convincing Argument of our wife Senators 

fatisfaétion of this Arts pofhibility; as any other 
whatfoever, without we fhould fuppofe that the 
Wifdom of the Nation would make A&s for or a- 
gainft the Wind, which I have not the leaft thought 
‘of, much lefs reafon to judge them guilty of {uch 
Abfurdity. | 

But what need I {pend my time; to fum up Te- 
ftimonies concerning its poffibilities, feeing I have 
my felf good reafon to believe the fame, having: 
feen fore Séals of the Philofopher’s Writings, and 
hope that many more, will be equally fatisfied, 
that fo the Philofophers may be more reverenced’ | 
than hitherto they have been. 
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The Copy of an Oath, found a-- 
mong{t the Papers of a Knowm 
Adept, after his Death, which iss 
Adminiftred upon the Adopting off 
a Brother into the Cabaliftical So 
ciety. | 


ae eahinneh as the great God of Heaven 
and Earth, from whom we all proceed,. 
in whom we Live, and to whom we muff 
Return at our eppointed time, bath adopted! 
and chofen out from among Mankind a cer-- 
tain number of Chriffians, for that eminentt 
. Work of Creating perfed things from imper-- 
fedion, unto whom it is made manifeft by) 
the Spirit of Creation the Univerfal frft or 
fifth Creating Quinteffence, by which it isi 
_ by many held to this day, the World was re-. 
_ duced from its rude and undigefted Chaos, to: 
@ Beautiful and pregnant Matrix, fit for the, 
vecewving of Seminal Vertue, for producing | 
all Circular Appearances, as daily doth ape | 
pear by our mo glorious Produion or Ma-- 
nufadure ; and for as much as it has been: 
from all times thought fit to keep fecret and” 
undivulged, from the common knowledge of 
Mankind, the eafie and facil way of our great 
ork, 


f ~ 
, 
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Work, both for the Glory of God and com- 


mon Good and Conveniency of Government ; 
and for as much as there are no Obligati- 


ons found like thofe which are freely enter'd 


into by a true fence of his great neceffity, 


therefore I, R.S. do freely, for the reasons 
before mention d, promife and fwear by the 
— great Jehovah, and by all things vifible and 
 invifible, and by the fifth produced Effence 


_ to me known, as I have evidently made ap- 


pear to thee and the vreft of my Brethren, 


_ £ will not Reveal, Acknowledge or declare till 


Death me thereunto caufe or move; or any 
way direct, or indirect, abfolutely informing 
any perfon to the attaining of this Secret 
and Divine Knowledge, unlefs I, the faid 
Kt. S. do evidently know, that the [aid per- 
Jon bath found out things fupernatural, 
which is daily experienced , wonderful and 
manifeft efetts me thereunto moving, or that 
the faid party be fo qualified by Nature, that 
three or four of the faid Brethren of the So- 
ciety finding him fit for the faid Work, and 
give me their confent and permifion, fo as 


todoit. IL alfo do promife that if God fhould, 


out of fpecial Mercy, reveal to me greater 


knowledge of the fupernatural and hidden 
Myfteries than to fome common Adepts, not to 
difcover thereof to them by way of Difcourf?, 
without I am directed by my Brethren fo to 
do, or that Tam affured he doth enjoy the fame 


ever glorious shag and bright knowledge. 


2 Fal. 
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L alfa promfe by virtue of the forefaid 
Oath, not to have to do with Kings or 
great Men, and never to commune with any 
out of acovetous mind or defign, but remain 


fatisfed with that knowledge God hath fhewed 


out of bis wonderful Providence to me; like- 
wife I promife to make it my endeavour to find 
out one to enpoy this knowledge after my de- 
ceafe, unto whom I will, while I live, impart 
what I fafely may, and at my death reveal the 
whole fecret ; alfo I promife in the prefence 


of God, that I will never joyn with any upon 


a covetous pretence of advancing the Secret, 
unlefs zt be with an Adeptift, known and ap- 
proved of by my other Brethren; neither de- 
Liver any true knowledge of our true Univer- 
fal Magnet and Chalybs, and principally 
the Mercury and Gold, whether it bein an 
fEnigma or otherwife, as is defigned or beft 
thought jit for the prefervation of this Sci- 
ence, and if it fhould fo happen that F 
Should be Racked and Tortured to difcover 
the fame, and there is no hopes of avoiding 
the danger, by giving or delivering Some o- 


ther compound way, which hath been be- 
forehand confulted of, and agreed upon, by. 


the Brethren; andif that will net do , 


then I promife to fwallow my common. Pill | 


without which I promife never to be, but con- 


frantly to have it about me, in the form of - 


Beads, or what fhape fall be thought ‘moft 


fit, to which promife and Covenant EF bind | 


my 


C 7) | 
my Body and Soul and my Life, in the Teffi- 
mony of which I Dave my Eland with m 
own Blood, and my Seal with the true Uni. 
ver[al Mixture, defring all to hold that Man 
excufed , which obferving my willful failing 
im any thing above mentioned, privately cuts 
me off from among Men, and I defre of 
God, and of all my Brethren to Wits ‘him, 
and to efteem him with the bighet Venera- 
tion tmaginable, knowing that his Zeal for 
the Glory of the Lord of Hofts hath been there- 
unto moved. Lhus calling God, “Heaven, 
Earth and all that is therein to bear Toffi- 
mony of this my free and voluntary Condefcen- 
tion. Amen, Amen, Amen, and praife 
be to thee, O God, Holy, Holy, Aloly, for e- 
- ver, Amen, Amen, Amen. 


The 
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The Author’s Comment on this Oath. 
O Eternally happy is that Man whom 
the Spirit of God hath feafon’d by 
his Grace, and qualified fo, as that every 
word he {peaks may be as irrevocable as 
the Laws of the Medes and Perfians, and 
then certainly the Name of the Holy God 
of Hofts would not be callf'd to Witnefs, 
but Men would keep their word without 
Oaths ; as for my part I fhould not ac- — 
cept of taking this Oath for any advan- 
tage whatfoever. For [ have always en- 
deavour’d by Prayers and hard Labours to 
obtain this Art, being the ordained Means I 
fhall advife all to profecute this way, and 
fo conclude this Treatife. Favewel. | 
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Advertifement. 


a5 HE Author defigns ( by Divine Permiffion ) 
; 


to make ready for the Prefs thofe two follow- 
ing Treatifes, viz. Analyfis Chymica Theologie Poe- 
tice Or, An Explanation of the Poetidat Theo- 
logy from Philofophical and Chymical Experience s 
wherein is plainly fhewed, that the Hiftorical My-— 
fteries and Myftical Hiftories of the Ancient — 
Greek and Latin Poets, is but an ‘Enigmatical De- 
{cription of the Golden Apples, contained in the 
Gardens of the Hefperides : to wit, the Elixir of 
the wife, or the Silver and Gold-making Medi- 
cine; whatever Comments other Mythologifts 
have in their Eclipfed Underftanding and vailed 
Reafons put upon them. 


The other, Hiftoria Nova de Thefauro Britannia - 


Or, an Hiftorical Account of the Philofopher’s 


Colchos, Delos and Lemnos s being a Pra¢tical 
Difcourfe of the undifcover’d Treafures of the 
Hefperiden Gardens, contained in the Britannic 


Dominions ; fet forth by way of Dialogue between 


‘the Author and Hermit Experience, which is a 


full Difcovery of the Matter and Preparation of 
the Univerfal Medicine ef the Ancients. Written 
for the Benefit and Information of the diligent 
Inquirers after the Myftical Truths contained in 
Fiermes’s fecret Temple. 
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Ballard at the Rifng Sun in Little Bri- 
rt as : 


A Treatife of Japanning and Varnifhing, bein ga 
‘% Compleat Difcovery of thofe Arts, with the 
beft way of making all forts of varnith for Japan, 
Wood, Prints or Pi@tures s the Method ‘of Guild- 
ings Burnifhing, and Lackering, with the Art of 
Guilding, Separating, and Refining Metals and of 
_ Painting Mczzo-tinto Prints alfo Rules for Counter- 
_ feiting Tortoife-fhell, and Marble, or for ftaining 
_ or dying Wood Ivory and Horn : Together with 
_ above an Hundred diftin@ Patterns for Japan Work 
- in Imitation of the Indians, for Tables, Stands, 
Frames, Cabinets, Boxes, curioufly Engraven on 
Twenty four Large Copper Plates: By corge Par- 
ker, Varnifher and Japanner. 
Youth’s Recreation; or Merry. Paflimes in Two 
_ Parts. Part I. Containing Delightful and Profita- 
_ ble Stortes, Novels, Merry Felts, Witty Sayings, and 
-  Pheafant Tales, Bulls, Blunders and Puns with many 
other Merry Conceits. The Original of the Word 
Cockney, put upon the Citizens of Londow, alfo the 
Original of Throwing at Cocks on fhrove Tuefday, and 


_ the Inftitution of Zorn Fair in Kent, with Familiar 


_ Letters relating to Love and Bufine/s, 3c, Ingeni~ 
ous Fables and their Moral Conftrudions &Jc. Part 
If. Strange and Wonderful Hiftories or Stories of 
Giants , Pigmies, Fairies, Witches, and Sorcerers: with 
the ftrange Things they have done, Alfo Talés 
Of Speors, Spirits, Ghofts, Apparitions, Hobgobiins, 
or Robin Goodfellows, Sea Monfters called Mérmen 
and Mermaids, of monftrous and unnatural Birthss 
a Hiftory ofthe Ifle of Pines, how it was difco- 
_vered, the Nature of the Country and the Inha- | 
bitants therein found, Who {peak Englifh.s allo 
how 
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how i¢ came to be Inhabited , andthe wonderfy,! 
Relation of Whittington’s coming to be thrice Lorcd 
Mayor of Zondon by the Adventure of q Cats witth 
many other Stories of firange and amazing thingss 
ofDivers Natures, very pleafant-to the Reader: 
This laft Part not being in the former Impreffion.. 
The Second Edition with Additions. 

A Wonderful Hiftory of all the Storms, Hurri-- 
canes, Earthquakes, &c. That have happen’d inn 
England for above 560 Years paft. And the greatt 
Damages they have done: With a particular andi 
large Account of the Dreadful Storm, that hap-- 
pen'donthe 26th and 27th of November 1703 : 
the Lofs fuftained by Sea and Land, in Houfes,, 
Churches, People, Cattle,. Corn, Trees, Shipping: 
and Mariners in Evgland Flanders and Holland :: 
The Natural Caufes of Winds, Storms, Earthquakes, , 

Blazing Stars many Suns and Moons feen at a) 
cime, Dreadful Apparitions in the Air , Biery Dra-. 
gons and Drakes, Circlesround the Sun aud Moon), 
Rain-Bow feen in the Day and Night. An Ac-. 
count of the Ebbing and Flowing of the Sea,, 
Thunder, Lightning, Vapours, Mifts, Dews, Hail, , 
Rain, Snow and Froft 3; and Lightsthat lead People — 
out of their way in the Night: With many other 
Things Terrible and Amazing | 
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